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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m. and read prayers.

QUESTION-MAIN ROADS DEPART-
MENT.

Payments to Owner-Drivers of Trucks.

Mr. WATTS asked the Minister for
Works: 1, Have the amounts paid to owner-
drivers of trucks employed by the Main
Roads Department been increased this year.
If so, when and by what amounts? 2, What
are the rates now paid? 3, If these rates
show no increase is it intended to make
any increase in view of higher prices for
petrol, oils, lyres, etc.? 4, Does (a) the
present rate or (b) the proposed increased
rate provide the basic wage after truck
maintenance and depreciation costs have
been allowed for?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
1, Yes; as from 1st January, 1940, increase
of 10 per cent. on the hire portion of the
payment has been allowed. 2, Various,
depending upon truck capacity and lcea-
tion of work. 3, Answered by (1). 4,
(a) and (b) 'Yes.

QUESTION-LOTTERIES.

Approval of Patriotic Raffles.

Mr. J1. HEGNEY asked the Minister
representing the Minister for Police: 1,
Have the raffles now being conducted in

connection with the Queen Carnival been
approved by the Lotteries Commission? 2,
If so, why has the approval been limited
to some Queens oniy? 3, If not, what ac-
tion is being taken by the Police Depart-
muent to see that the law is observed? 4,
Will he explain particularly the raffle of
the pony Lubra, the raffle of the Golden
Apple by the Press Queen, and the raffle
of a radio set by the Economic Queen, and
any others known to the police?

The MINISTER FOR THE NORTH-
WEST replied: 1, No. 2, Answered by
No. 1. 3 and 4, An announcement ap-
peared iii the Press, indicating that a pony
was to be raffled. As this had not been
authorised by the Lotteries Commission,
those responsible were communicated with
and an assurance was given that it would
not be proceeded with. This assurance
was not observed. Those responsible for
the Golden Apple project applied to the
Lotteries Commission for permission, but
were refused. However, they announced
their intention of proceeding. In both
cases the police are taking necessary ac-
tion. Inquiries are being made about the
raffle of a radio set.

QUESTION-ROYAL COMMISSION,
PASTORAL INDUSTRY,

Mr. MARSHALL (without notice) asked
the Minister for Lands: Can he inform
the House of the approximate date when
he expects to release the report of the
Royal Comntissioner, Mr. Fyfe, on the dis-
abilities of the pastoralists of Western
Australia?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS replied:
The Royal Commissioner has not yet com-
pleted his investigation and so far has not
presented his report.

LEAVE oF ABSENCE.

On motion by Mr. North, leave of ab-
sence for one week granted to Mr. Willmott
(Sussex) on the ground of ill-health.

On motion by Mr. Tonkin, leave of ab-
sence for one week granted to Mr. Raphael
(Victoria Park) on the gr'ound of ill,

health.
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ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.

Eleventh Day-Conclusion.

Debate resumed from the previous day.

MR. J. HEGNEY (Middle Swvan) [4.37]:
I desire to take the opportunity to offer
some observations on the Speech of the
Lieut.-Governor. Criticism has been lev-
elled at the Speech mainly on the ground
that it was very short. Although it was
succinct, it indicated that the Government
would give attention to necessary measures
to assist the Commonwealth efforts to bring
the terrible war now raging to a successful
conclusion, and do other things requisite to
provide for the financial needs as wvell as
the normal requirements of the State.

One matter upon which I wish to compli-
enut the Government and particularly the

Premier is the success of the endeavour to
secure the expenditure on induistrial develop-
ment in Western Australia of a consider-
able amount of money raised for Common-
wealth defence purposes. Ever since the be-
ginning of the war the Premier has lost no
-opportunity to make strong representations
to Commonwvealth Ministers and depart-
mnents whenever he made contact with them,
and also to use the machinery of the State,
in order to ensure that as much work ns pos-
sible for defence purposes Mould be done
here. Only now are his efforts bearing fruit,
inasmuch as the Commonwealth proposes to
spend a million and a half of money in
Western Australia for the manufacture of
munitions. The workers at Midland Junc-
tion particularly and the trade union move-
ment generally have been responsible for a
good deal of propaganda to the end
that our man-power should be utiised
to produce munitions of wvar, and that at
least a fair p~roportion of Conimonweailth
money should be spent in Western Aus-
tralia. I compliment the Premier upon his
persistency and upon his indefatigable
efforts to have some of this work done here.
The proposal is to Pert an annexe to the
Midland Junction Workshops with the object
of producing those requirements that West-
,ern Australian workmanship is capable of
undertaking. That wvill mean much for this
State, and instead of all the defence money
being expended in the more populous States,
Western Australia will share it at least to
a small degree. We have not only competent

tradesmen already, but young men who
could be trained to do a great deal in this
respect. Many skilled fitters and turners
who have passed out of the workshops at the
age of 65 could also be made use of. Quali-
fied men who have served their time as iron
turners have been engaged in selling machin-
ery in the agricultural areas, but because of
the difficulties confronting primary indus-
tries they have had to cease their activities
and are now looking for employment else-
where. The services of many of those men
would also be available. The Technical Col-
lege is capable of training men for this class
of work, and it wiould be all to the good for
Western Australia that it should give them
that training

When the Minister for Lands was speak-
ing the other night I made an interjection
with regard to the £15,000 the Common-
wealth Government is making available for
Technical College activities in this State.
Very often when the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment makes money available, a tag is
attached to it. The State Government is
twitted with not having made full use of
the money, whereas it really has nothing to
do with its allocation and subsequent expen-
diture. I understand the £15,000 is not a
direct gift front the Commonwealth Govern-
went, and that the expenditure must be
anthorised from Canberra. Even if machin-
ery is purchased for installation at our Tech-
nical College, I am told that the machinery
itself will still belong to the Commonwealth.
I trust, however, that the money will prove
to be a direct grant to the State, and will
be used to build up the Technical College
and equip it as it should be equipped.
Money spent in that direction would be well
spent. Nsot only would the Technical Col-
lege then be able to train men to carry out
wvar services, but when the wvar is over
would prove of untold benefit to the State.

A good deal of criticism has been levelled
at the wages system of Australia during the
present depression, particularly as it affects
this State. The complaint made by
members is that, because of the labour
conditions obtaining here, we are un-
able to eompete with the Eastern States.
That was advanced as criticism of the
Labour Government. At election time
people said, "'What advantage has the
Labour Government given the workers of
this Statet" Now, after the elections, criti-
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t6isin is levelled at the State Government for
giving wages and conditions to the workers
that are in advance of what appertain in
the Eastern States. It is a sad commentary
,on our wages system to find that the judges
of the Federal Arbitration Court, who have
spent so many years of their lives dealing
with industrial legislation, and in acquiring
knowledge about all the industries of Aus-
tralia, should make the observations they
did regarding the system. I bring to the
notice of members the remarks of Mr. Jus-
tice Beeby on the 12th August, when he was
dealing with the wages system. He said-

A vital question on which the judges con-
fessed themselves without clear guidance was
'should the basic wage he determined on a%

minimium needed to keep a family on a reason-
able standard or on the amount industry could
pay." ''The industrial people of this country
Should share in increased productivity arising
from the joint effort of all factors," tbe Chief
Judge declared. " They should share in tbe
formi of a higher standard of living, but the
thing is to find a measuring rod. Quite frankly,
all our wage fixation has been an expedient.
We have done the best we can in the circum-
stances to find a minimum standard for the
community. We have no rules to show what
share of total production should go in wages,
profits and public services. We have to con-
sider the accepted distribution in various coua-
tries and get as near to a working basis as we
call.",

Judge 0 'Mara, said that he was not satisfied
that thle way to fix the basic wage was to de-
cide the highest industry could afford, instead
of ascertaining what was necessary to Supply
the needs of a family. How could the capacity
of industry to pay he discovered.

These observations were wade by judges of
the Commonwealth Arbitration Court and
they constitute a sad commentary on our
wages syqtem. Apparently Mr. Justice
Eeby and Mr. Justice O'Mara are not

satisfied with the system as a means of in-
dicating what shonid he the normal require-
ments of a man, his wife and three children,
and feel that it does not disclose what in-
dustry can afford to pay. In other words,
the system is merely an expedient. Aus-
tralia ought to be able to devise a better
system than that having regard to the need
of the worker, his wife and children, and
the responsibilities that devolve upon them.
Undoubtedly Australian industrial condi-
tions have improved, althongh certain
people contend to the contrary. Recently
in the Commonwealth Arbitration Court
certain people gave evidence, in snpport of
an increase in the basic wage. As some

[14)

members may have overlooked that evidence,
I propose to tell them what is happening
in industry in Australia. Mr. John Lindsay,
formerly a lecturer in economics at the
Western Australian University and now
Director of Labour Research for the Labour
Council of New South Wales, said that in
the case of 79 key companies having an
aggregate capital of L128,000,000, for the
year 1938-39 the net profit increased by
L3,8 00,000, or 36.8 per cent compared with
1936.

Mir. Abbott: And they paid 6 per cent.
on the capital.

Mr. J. HE~GNEY: The reserves of these
companies increased by £15,200,000, repre-
senting an improvement of 40.3 per cent
in the total reserves compared with 1936.
I have here a statement of profits made by
companies during one period of six months
of peace and during another period of six
months of war. The figures of thle nine
large companies I have collected all show
increases during those two periods. The
Colonial Sugar Refining Company increased
its profit during that period by £100,000.
Australian Consolidated Industries in-
creased its profit from £342,000 to £351,000,
an addition of £C9,000. Goldsbrough, Mort
and Co., Ltd., increased its profit from
£120,000 to £201,000, or £81,000 additional.
Wunderlich, Ltd., increased its profit front
£60,000 to £63,000. Anthony Horderns'
profit increased from £.108,000 to £111,000.
Younghusbsand Ltd. increased its profit
from £C28,000 to £42,000. Woolworths
(W.A.) Ltd. increased its profit from
£24,500 to £C32,600, a margin to 'the
good of £8,100. Edward Dunlop Ltd.
had an increased profit of £C42,000, as
against £40,000 for the previous year. The
profit made by Woolworths (N.S.W.)
Ltd. rose from £271,000 to £E272,000.
Generally speaking, the dividends of 150
Australian companies were maintained.
One need only look at their balance sheets,
pnblished in the Press, to become aware
of the fact. Even as regards our own
State, wve know that profits have been
maintained. The Swan Brewery Co., West
Australian Newspapers Ltd., the Swan
Portland Cement Co., and many other com-
panies operating here are shown to have
made considerable profits.

Mrs. Cnrdell-Olivjr: You wvould not have
it otherwise, would you
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Mr. J. HEGNEY: That is what their
balance sheets show. In this State the
criticism levelled is that because of wages
and conditions here it is impossible for in-
duistry to pay, or carry on. As a represen-
tative of the people I say the most essen-
tial need of the community is to provide
a wvage enabling a man, his wife and child-
ren to live in comparative comfort, having
regard not oniy to the needs of the man
and his family at the present time but also
to his security in the community as a
human being. But what dto we find as re-
gards the persons who rake off profits
from indutstry throughout Australia? In
the Arbitration Court they use all the
forces of the law to prevent the workers
from sharing in any in~crensed profits
made-sharing in such profits by better
pay and better conditions. If the direc-
tors and managers of industry receive a
fair share of the profits for their efforts,
then1 I contend the workers should partici-
pate in incereased profits. But that is not
the rule in industry. The rule is to try
to prevent the wvorkers from imnproving
their position, to keep wrages down to the
lowest minimum. I have here sonic critic-
isms offered by the nmember for Subiaco
(Mrs. Cardell-Olivtr) and] even by the4
member for North Perth (Mr. Abbott)
practically urging that Western Australian
.standards should be reduced.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: No.

Mr. Abbott: That is incorrect. I would
like to see the workers raised from sus-
tenance and put in jobs.

Mr. J. HEGNEY: Those two hon. mem,-
hers said that Western Australia should
reduce its standards so as to enable the
State to compete with South Australia and
the East.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: That is not so.

Mr. J. HEGNEY: I will read for the
edification of the member for Subiaco, who
possibly does not know what she says in
this Chamber, her utterances on the sub-
jeet. She said-

Our industries have not increased. The rea-
son for this was disclosed in the cessation of
operations at the MePhersons factory, Bays-
water.

Now listen to this. If I have not inter-
preted the words of the member for Subiaco
aright, I will withdraw.

If our laws and regulations arc such that
this particular company could not compete
against finms in the East, then, seeing that
every such factory is needed today, it becomes
the bounden duty of the Government to alter
those laws and regulations, so that such fac-
tories may continue to function.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: You are iiicluding--
Mr. J. IlEtINEY: The only inference to

be drawn from those words of the hon.
member is that because of allegedly high
wages and good conditions in Wfestern.
Australia the condition of workers here
must lie dragged down to the condition of
wvorkers in South Australia.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: Never!
-.%r. .J. HLEGNEY: The hon. inemuher

meant that the industrial laws and regula-
tions of this country should be brought
down to the South Australian level.

Mrs. 'at-dell-Oliver: No!
Mr. J1. HEGNEY: In South Australia
a ational Glovernment has ruled for three

years. Out on the election platform, of
course these lion. members tell a different.
tale. They would not attempt to advocate
that for the workers from the platform.
But within these walls, knowing that very
few people read ''Ilansard,'' they make
.suggestions of that nature. Now I come
to MoPhersons factory at Bayswvater,
which recently closed down. I remember
meeting Mr. Fowler, who was running a
factor-y just onl the other side of Bays-
water. He desired to interview the Minis-
ter for Industrial Development. I airanged
with the Minister aiid the secretary of the
department, Air. Macartncy, to visit Mr.
Fowler's factory. He was anxious to
obtain financial assistance from the depart-
mnent.* He stated that competition from
McPhersons in Victoria was very keen,
making the position extremely difficult for
him. Further, he stated that hie bad not
sufficient funds to enable him to carry on.
As the Minister for Works mentioned here
recently, the Government advanced Mr.
Fowler £800 or £900, and Mr. Fowler repaid
the amount. But MePhersons of Victoria
came here and bought out Mr. Fowler, and
then made hini their manager. Now they
have done wbat every strong company has
done where competition is keen-absorbed
the competitor and closed doi-n his busi-
ness. Thereupon the Government is criti-
cised for not doing anything to maintain
Fowlers in existence. The set policy of
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MePhersons was to destroy competition in
Western Australia.

Mrsi. Cardell-Oliver: Why did not the Gov-
erment take over the factoryt

Mr. J1. HEGNEY: If the Labour Govern-
nwnt of this State took over MePhersons of
Baysiwator, or anything that came into com-
petition with them, she would be the very
first to denounce the Government for en-
tering into business activities. She would
flagellate the Government for entering into
,com petition with commercial activities.

Several members interjected.

IMr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. J. HEGNEY: The factory was emn-
ploying boys, and men too, at reasonably
decent wages, having regard to Western
Australian standards. Now the plea is
advanced that the factory was not able to
employ as many boys as it could employ in
Victoria. That is the criticism which is
levelled at our Labour Government and its
-activity in trying to establish industries hero
-that the Western Australian industrial
level is not as low as the Victorian level.
That is the only inference to be drawn, and
'that was the tenor of the criticism she in-
d~ulged in, together with others sitting on the
,Opposition side of the House. In my
opinion, we should do our best to see that the
mnost satisfactory conditions should apply
and the highest wages possible paid instead
-of endeavouring- to break down existing con-
,ditions and lower present day wage stand-
ards. The Government is confronted with
-dirnenulty in providing employment for those
thrown out of industry. A feature of the
present capitalistic system is that when em-
ployers have no further use for workers,
those men are dismissed, and thereafter they
become dependent upon the Government for
-sustenance.

M~rs. Cardell-Oliver: And your Govern-
mnent gives them a shilling a day!

Mr. J. HEGNEY: With regard to
MePhersons, the contention was advanced
that the Workers' Compensation Act was a
deterrent to industry and that conditions and
wages prescribed by the Arbitration Court
band a detrimental effect. Those conditions
and wages represent merely the minima
applicable to industry. The member for
Subiaco (Mrs. Cardell-Oliver) has never
worked in a factory atnd does not know what
the conditions are.

Mrs. Cardel 1-Oliver: You do not know
much about them.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
Mr. J. HEGNEY: The hon. member does

not know what it is to toil and sweat in ant
industry, and she knows nothing about the
importance of conditions. As for critics who
urged that the emnployment of boy labour
should be introduced here to a greater extent
so that certain industries could compete with
those operating in the Eastern States, I trust
that our better standards will be maintained,
not relaxed. 'McPhersons; set out wvith the
object of absorbing Fowler's undertaking,
and succeeded in the task. Possibly we shall
find that other industries will be placed in
a similar position. We produced excellent
jam in this State but because of the
dumping proclivities of Jones, the Tas-
manin manufacturer, he was able to
undersell the local product in our own
home market. Does the member for
Subiaco urge that the Government, in con-
sequence, should embark upon the manu-
facture of jam hereI The member for SubN-
aco and miany of her colleagues would be
the first to denounce such a move.

Hon. C. G-. Latham: There would be a
general mess if you did take it up.

Mr. Hughes: At any rate, would it not
be as well for the Government, when it next
advances money under such conditions, to
tie the firm. up so that it cannot be ab-
sorbed?

Mr. J. HEGNEY: Probably so, but we
can all be wvise after the event.

Mr. Hughes: There is plenty of time left.
Mr. J. HEGNEY: Some criticism has

been levelled at the Employment Depart-
ment. While at one stage it may have been
possible to influence officers of that depart-
meat to place this or that man in work, my
experience is that those conditions have
been altered during the past -18 months.
That arose in consequence of the men them-
selves submitting a proposal to the Minister
that the man who had been out of work
longest should have the first call upon jobs
available. As far as possible, the depart-
mental ofreers are sharing out the work most
fairly and are adhering religiously to that
principle. No member can find fault with
them in that respect. If one man has been
out of work for six weeks and another for
a month, the former is given the first pre-
ference. Further criticism has been 1ev-
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diled against the Government because of the
number of men still out of wvork, and the
member for Subiaco, in the course of her
speech said-

We are told there are still over 6,000 unem-
played who are dependent upon the Govern-
ient for relief work and yet Labour takes 25s.
from each of those men with the object of
bolstering up its political party. It makes my
blood boil.

That sort of criticism has done service for
many years past. As a matter of fact, many
of the workers in receipt of Government re-
lief are not members of the A.W.TJ. at all-
That body hats secured awards governing
wages and conditions for men on works out-
side the metropolitan area. But where men
are employed in various activities and there
are appropriate industrial organisations
such as those covering water supply em-
ployees, municipal employees and so on,
the workers naturally pay certain fees to
the unions to which they belong. What are
those payments for? The object is, through
their membership of the union, to secure
industrial protection and also protection
from unseen methods. I have had long ex-
perience in the trade union movement and
still retain Iny menibership. I know that
when men are down and out, when they are
in difficulties with regard to wages, compen-
sation claims and so on, their union is the
only body to which they can turn for aid.
I can say without fear of successful contra-
diction that those industrial organisations
have on many occasions been able to assist
men to secure justice, to straighten out their
difficulties and to make the way clear for
them. The paymnent of 25s. that the mem-
ber for Subiaco referred to covers the cost
of union membership, and any proportion
paid to the Australian Labour Party in the
form of affiliation fees, would form a very
small part of that payment. In any event,
no such payment can be made unless the in-
duistrial organisation itself has decided upon
that course.

The member for Subiaco suggested that
members of the Government were subscrib-
ing towards Communist affiliations. She
dealt with the propaganda leaflet placed in
letter boxes throughout Subinceo, and 511g-

gested that similar distribution had been
made in other districts. I do not hnow how
any member of this Chamber could bold
the Government responsible for the distribu-
tion of that leaflet or of any other form of

propaganda of such a description. No State
Government could he held responsible in
the circumstances, yet the member for Subi-
aco criticised the Government on that score.
I have no doubt that the bon. member bas
since found out all about the leaflet because
I saw her in company with a person who
could provide her with all the requisite in-
formation. She probably now knows who,
wrote the article and distributed it, and is
acquainted with its source. She also sug-
gested that members sitting on the Govern-
nient side of the House believe in the Karl
Marx doctrine of the material conception of
history. That charge cannot be levelled
against me because I do not believe in that
doctrine. There is no doubt that our ecoli-
omic system cannot continue as at present.
If there is no improvement in the standards
enjoyed by our people and a better
social system is not inaugurated, there
can he no alternative to Communism.
That is what will happen if under demo-
cracy, as wve know it, the position of the
workers is not improved. Democracy must
face up to the realities of the situiation. If
our economic position is such that we have
large numbers of unemployed workers and
other workers struggling all the tinin, (be
only alternative is some form of commtunismi.
It will not be fascism.

Mr. Marshall: Absolutely right.
Mr. J. HEGNEY: The member for

Subiaco ought to read a little more on this
subject. She should read about the old-
time conditions under which workers lab-
oured and of their exploitation by capital-
istic organisations. Our only alternative is
to have a strong democracy; and at the pre-
sent time the only safeguard against coi-
munism. in Australia is a strong and virile
Labour movement.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: Your party has been
in power for 15 years.

Mr. J. HEGNEY: And a great deal of
work remains to be done before we reach
our ideal. In Europe and other countriem
the conditions of the people have become so'
bad and their exploitation has been so great
that perforce they have accepted commun-
ism: and they are keen on their propaganda
activities. A great deal of what is pro-
pounded by the communist party has much
sound sense in it. If our democracy fails
to function, if the many extravagances
existing in our community are not eradi-
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cated, if all the Governments of Australia
do not join in trying to improve the condi-
tions of our workers-and not only our
workers but also our farmers and others-I
say the only alternative is communism. A
great many people in this State have studied
the communistic activities of Russia.

Mr. Mann: You would not support com-
munism, surely!1

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
Mr. J. HEGNEY: I tell the member for

Beverley (Mr. Mann) that I do not believe
in the materialistic concelpt of history. I am
not a communist; but a great many people
in this State-among them some of our
leading citizens-a few months ago were en-
deavouring to establish cultural relationships
with the U.S.S.R.

Mr. Mann: They were cranks.
Mr. J. HEGNEY: Professor Beasley was

one of them and Dr. Le Fanu, the Anglican
Archbishop, another. Included in the num-
her were other leading citizens. They formed
themselves into an organisation-no doubt
with honest intentions-to study what was
happening in Russia and to establish cul-
tural relationships with that country. The
British Government is definitely in difficul-
ties because of the withdrawal of France's
help in fighting fascism. At the outbreak
of the war, the British Government was
doing its utmost to negotiate a treaty with
the Russian Government. Unfortunately, it
did not succeed, but the Germans succeeded
in negotiating an agreement with Russia.

Hon. C. G. Latham: A trade agreement.
Mr. J. HEGNEY: Since then the British

Government has sent an ambassador to
Russia with the object of improving its re-
lationships with that country.

Member: A good Labour man!
Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. J. HEGNEY: As a matter of fact, he
was expelled from the Labour Party in Eng-
land. The party, not being a supporter of
communism, got rid of him, just as the
Labour Party in Australia gets rid of any
known communist in its movement. Often-
times opponents of Labour are only too
quick to use such men for their own pur-
poses.

Member: Sir Stafford Cripps was not a
communist.

Mr. J. HEGNEY: He was expelled from
the Labour Party in England. The member
for Subiaco complained about disunity in

the Labour Party. I presume she was allud-
ing to the Federal Labour Party, which she
said was hindering the Commonwealth Goy-
erment in its war activities. The disunity
in the Labour Party in Victoria, and par-
ticularly in New South Wales, is due to the
activities of communists.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: That is just what I
say.

Mr. J. HEGNEY: They got into the
party, which has been trying to expel them.
The hon. member suggests that disunity in
the Federal Labour Party is preventing a
united war effort in the Commonwealth.
She need not go further than her own party
to realise the disvnity existing between that
party and the Country Party. We know
only too wveil that the Country Party leader,
Mr. Camieron-

Mr. Thorn interjected.

Mr. SPEAKER: I must ask the member
for Toodyny to keep order.

Mr. J. HEGNEY: We know only too
well that Mr. Cameron can bring the
Federal Government to heel. On numerous
occasions he has threatened the Primet
Minister with resignations; even after the
Government has made decisions he has gone
behind its back and the Government has
had to capitulate. Talk about disunity!
There is certainly a great deal of disunity
there.

Air. Mann: You are making a very ramb-
ling speech to-night.

Mr. J. HEGNEY: Every member of the
Labour Council has pledged himself against
communism and any other political party,
and that is more than is demanded from
members of the party of which the member
for Subiaco is one. No pledge is required
of members of that party. Many business
men in this community, men who play an
important part in industry, have subscribed
to the tenets of the communist party. I
know of several.

Mr. Mann: Rot!1
Mr. J. HEGIWEY: The hon. member may

say "ro7t."
Mr. Mann: I am just as conversant with

them as you are.
Mr. J. HEGNEY: The hon. member

knows full well what happened in Holland
and other countries owing to the activities
of fifth columnists. The hon. member is
not aware of what is going on here.

Mr. Mann interjected.
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Mr. Marshall: It must he hurting.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mir. J. HIEGNEY: A member of another
place urged a reduction in the number of
members of Parliament. I think the sug-
gestion a good one. If half Parliament was
cut off, it would be all to the good.

Several members interjected.
Mr. J. HIEONEY: I know members are

interested in the half that should be cut off.
The hon. member in question suggested that
the number of members of the Legislative
Council should be reduced from 30 to 20,
and the number of members in this Chum-
her from 50 to 35. That would be a cum-
bersome method to adopt. In my opinion
there should be one Legislature, one body to
enact such legislation as is required. No
matter what Government is in power, be it
Country Party, National, or communist, it
should function in the interests of thle
people who elected it. It should have the
right to put its policy into operation and
to be judged by the people. At present we
have what is known as the hi-camera!
system in Australia. We also have that
system in the Federal sphere. The
Senate could easily be abolished, be-
cause no matter what Government is
in power-although the Senate is sup-
posed to ha a states House--it repre-
sents the party with a majority there.
That is fundamental. If a National-
,Country Party (Government has control-
as in fact has been the ease for some
years--the Senate is only an echo of that
Government. Again, if the Labour Party
is in power in the House of Representa-
tives and has a majority in the Senate, the
samne thing happens: the Senate is just an
echo. It would be of great advantage if
the Senate were abolished. In one State
the Legislative Council was eliminated and
I venture to suggest that the legislation
enacted by that Parliament compares more
than favourably with that passed by other
State Parliaments throughout the Common-
'wealth. That indicates the desirability of
the abolition of the Legislative Council of
Western Australia. There is a very limited
franchise in connection with the Legisla-
tire Council. The result is that thousands
of young men who have enlisted with a
view to ighting in the interests of the
country in any part of the world have no
voice in the election of members to that

Chamber. When war service is under con-
sideration, those young men are the first
line of defence. They are called upon to
defend not only their own interests but
the interests of property, which members
of another place are su1pposed to represent.
It is high time that Parliament was recon-
stituted and the other Chamber abolished.

Although the coLuntry- is in a state of war,
I hope the Grovernment will not lose sight
of the need for legislation in the interest-,
of the people of this State. One int-
portant measuire that should he, re-intro-
duced is the amendment of the Factories3
and Shops Act to give protection to
women enmployees between the hours of 12
midnight and 6 aam. A Bill to mnake pro-
vision of that kind was defeated in an-
other place last session, but such a measure
is extremely necessary. The Bill was de-
feated by people who say they have no
party interests, but who do represent the
vested interests of this country. In the
mnain they are members of or contributors
to the United Australia Party. I hope the
Government will re-introduce the Bill for
the benefit of women who work in the early
hours of the morning. Most members at
all events will agree that legislation of that
kind will not seriously interfere with in-
dustry. It wilt certainly be all to the
good if Parliament can ensure that those
young women, the future mothers of our
race, are home in their bedls between the
hours of 12 midnight and 6 o'clock in the
morning. The Government should also i-c-
introduce the measure to provide for third-
party insurance. An amendment of the
Traffi Act along those lines is lonv over-
due.

Shortly we shall be facing a Fed eral
election. I am not a candidate for the
Federal election, hut I hope the time is
not far distant when we shall have a sys-
tern of child endowment on a Common-
wealth basis, and a national insurance
scheme providing for unemployment. Stich
measures are long overdue. It does. not
appear as though we can expect anything
from the Nationalist Organisation Or the
Umnited Australia Party as it is called.
Whenever such issues have been raised in
the past, that party has appointed Royal
Commiss ions to investigate them, and that
has been the end of the matter. I remem-
ber that on one occasion what was known
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as the Pidding-ton Basic Wage Commission
was appointed to determine a decent basic
wage for the Commonwealth. Mr. Pidding-
ton submitted a report bitt his figures were
cons;idered to he altogether too high for
industry to pay. Agtain, all election was
fought on the child endowment issue. For
tw o y'ears ai Royal Conimission inti-
gated that subject. A minority report was

submitted urging that the basic wage be
fixed for a man and his wife and that an
allowance of 5s. be added for each child.
That scheme, however, was shelved. A
plan for national insurance was investi-
gated for two years. Experts. were brought
from the other side of the world to inves-
tigate the subject, recommendations were
made. and legislation based on those recoin-
meondations was passed. The legislation,
however, was never given effect. Only the
other day one of the Commonwealth Minis-
ters, Sir Frederick Stewart, said-

Two yearn ago the sane type of economic
adnvser persuaded the Commonwealth Govern-
neitt that Australia could not afford to provide
£2,000,000 a year to implement national insur-
nine- legislation already enacted. Yet in +ha
time we have accepted war commitments ap-
proaching £400,000,000 and are still far from
a state of financial equilibrium.

Hon. members will recall the criticism
throughout Australia in relation to the
banking system. It was urged that an
amendment should he made to the Common-
wealth Bank Act, that the Bank should be
made to function in the people's interests
and that the private banks should not hare
so much influence over the Conunonwealta
Bank. The matter was an issue at the Fed-
eral election. Listening to the criticism.
the Commonwealth Government once more
appointed a Royal Commission, this timt
to investigate the banking system of Aus-
tralia. A very representative personnel wasi
chosen and the Comnmission sat for a long
period-almost two years, I think. Every
hon. member of this House received a copyt
of the Commission's report, but from that
day to this, notwithstanding the fact that
members of the House of Representatives
urged that certain action should be taken to
implement the Commission's findings, none
of the proposals has been given effect. Some
Country Party members asked that a mort-
gage bank be established for the benefit of
the ag-ricultural community in order that
farmers might have reasonable accommoda-

tion when desired. Nothing, however, has
been done in the matter.

When Sir Earle Page was Leader of the
Country Party and Commonwealth Treas-
iirer, he said that the Commonwealth flank
Act wvould be amended. £- a matter of fact
it was actually amended. A Bill was passed
dealing with Commonwealth housing and
£10,000,000 "-as set aside for the building
of workers' homes throughout Australia.
N'ot one house, however, has been erected
uinder that scheme. The wheat industry was
faced with difficulty, just as it is today. The
subject has been a bone of contention in the
Commonwealth Parliament for many years.
Eventually a Wheat Commission was ap-
pointed to investigate that industry and
niahe representations to Parliament with a
view to putting& the industry on a sound
and satisfactory basis. Once again, how-
a-ver5 nothing has been done. To my mind
the time is ripe for a change of Government
ini the Federal sphere.

Much criticism has been offered on the
subject of finance and once more the mem-
ber for Murchison (M1r. Marshall) is raising
his perennial motion relating to a reform of
the financial system. Members on this side
of the HLouse, having the interests of the
whole of the community at heart, are con-
stantly endeavouring to seure the best
possible conditions for the whole of our
p)eople and for our industries, but there is
little doubt in my mind that onr diffculties
must increase because of the huge and ever-
growing burden of interest that the country
has to bear. The revenue of the State
amounts to about £C11,000,000 a year and, in
addition, we raise other funds by way of
loan, but before any social benefits arc made
available to the people and, indeed, before
any of the services are paid for, interest
commitments have to be paid to the bond-
holders. I am not suggesting that our obli-
gations in this direction should be repudi-
ated, but I am pointing out the huge burden
that interest charges impose upon our small
community. Our interest commitments re-
present approximately 41 per cent. of our
revenue, and the proportion is increasing.

As the member for Perth (Mr. Hughes)
stated when discussing the burden of the
war debt, Britain's indebtedness incurred for
the Napoleonic wars has not yet been met.
During the 1914-18 war Australia incurred
a war debt of £1,000,000,000, and that in-
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debtedness has not been met. The present
war has been raging scarcely 12 months and,
according to the statement of one of the
Federal Mlinisters, a debt of £400,000,000
has already been incurred by the Common-
wealth. If -we have to meet the interest pay-
ments on that large amount, the question
arises as to how long the people will be able
to bear the burden. Should we be unable
to meet our obligations, we shall be in diffi-
culties, but the ever-growing- interest burden
means that less money will be available to
provide for the needs of the people and
build up a Commonwealth of which we
might justly be proud.

M1r. Berry: If we continue in the future
as ire have done in the past, each person
in 70 years' time will be asked to pay inter-
est at the rate of £3,700 a year.

Mr. J. HEGNEY: The questions of war
debts, national debts and monetary reform
are of vital importance to the whole of the
peopile of the Commuonwealthl.

.1 wish to support the statement made by
the reeter for Toodyay ('Mr. Thorn) last
evening about the Judge Rutherford organi-
sation. Yesterday a pamphlet was handed
to me entitled "Freedom or Romanism 9"
ani I venture to say that anybody who reads
it can conic to only one conclusion, namely,
that it consists of mendacity and scurrility
from hegining to end. This vilification of
a large section of the community should not
be tolerated. Tile organisation has received
-some attention from the Commonwealth, hut
a ito) should be put to the circulation of this
sort of stuff-vilifying, calumniating and
traducing a large section of the community
for which there is no foundation in fact.
Everybody is entitled to htold his own re-
ligious convictions andi to practise the re-
ligion in which he believes without let or
hindrance, but when an organisation dis-
tributes such vile stuff, it is time that the
State or Commonwealth, in the interests of
good government, took action. Quite re-
cently in England a judge dealt with a num-
ber of members of the organisation who
objected to military service. I am not at
present concerned with the justice or other-
wise of their objection, but this is the re-
port of the judge's remarks--

'IT want to say publicly, with all the force
I possiess, that tbere is the gravest doubt in
my mind about the bona Oides of this organlisa-
tina and the people it employs." This was the
pronouncement of Judge C. S. Frankland,

president of a -Conscientious Objectors' Tri-
bunal, held at Manchester last week after
lengthy questioning of two Jehovah 's 'Vitnes-
sea who soughit unconditional registration as
conscientious objectors.

These l)eopIe are entitled to believe what
they like and practise their doctrines, but
they llave 210 right to go about pestering
other people anti distributing- matter that can
only cause annoyance.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES5 (Hon. A.
HI. Panton--Leedervilke) [5.37] :While
listening to I he remarks of some members,
the idea oecurredi to me of appealing to the
Premier not to bring down in future an
opening Speech that was so short. Seem-
ingly the shorter the Speech, the longer is
the debate on the Address-in-reply and the
more varied the debate. Naturally there has
been a good deal of discussion about the war,
especially n s to whether the Commonwealth
has made preparations for defence as
thoroughly as it should have done. Ify ex-
perience over the last 40 years or more has
convinced me that whenever there has been
a wvar, there has always been someone in anl
arm-chair who could win it more easily
than could those in charge of operations.
I have no intention of criticising the activi-
ties of the Commonwealth or anyone else in
regard to the war. Although, in this matter,
T am probably closer to the Premier and to
(lie Comimonwealth Government thnn are
most members of this House, I admit that I
arm not sufficiently acquainted with what is
being done to he in a position to criticise.
'Much has been said as to what we in this
State ought to do. I assure members that
quite a lot has been done here. Still, those
are matters I do not propose to discuss to-
night. Either tomorrow or on Tuesday next,
I expect to 'have an opportunity to deal
somewhat with that phase. All I now wish
to sa-y on the point is that I consider mem-
bers ill-advised to criticise this Governmenit
or that Government without being fully ac-
quainted with the facts.

I had no intention of intervening in this
debate, but you, Mr. Speaker, reminded me
when I intericted the other night that inter-
Jections were disorderly, and the member for
Subiaco (Mrs. Cardell- Oliver) suggested that
r should leave the Chamber. Thus I have
been dragged into the debate, and for that
T am exceedingly sorry. However, the mem-
ber for Subiaco is responsible for my being



(21 AUGUST, 1940.]37

on my feet at the moment. Last Thursday
night she dealt with the question of s.p.
shops. I have no intention of dealing with
that subject beyond saying that the longer
I live the more astounded I become at the
futility and stupidity of people who try to
make money out of backing horses. The honi.
member, in the course of her remarks, spoke
very definitely-there was no question about
the definiteness of her statement-as fol-
lows:-

If a complaint is made to the police, they
reply that members of Parliament wish the
trade to continue. That has been said to me
time and again.

That was a very definite statement. She
did not accuse the Government or the party,
but accused members of this Parliament.
There are SO members of Parliament, in-
chuding herself, thus leaving 79 to bear the
accusation. My interjection was, "What
policeman said that?" and her answer was
just as definite, "Commnissioner Hunter?'
Those statements and accusations were very
severe. I was convinced in my own mind
that even if the Commissioner of Police had
such a thought he would not be likely to
convey it to the hon. member or to anyone
else. I stated that I did not propose, as a
member of Parliament, to accept that accu-
sation, and that I intended to find out what
Commissioner Hunter had to say about it.
The Commissioner had read the "West Aus-
tralian" before I rang him up, as I did
first thing- the following morning. The Comn-
missioner emphatically denied that he had]
said anything of the kind, He sent me a
copy of the shorthand notes of the deputa-
tion introduced by the member for Subiaco
to him on the 21st; April, 1939. 1 wvent care-
fully through those notes, which disclose
that not one word of this matter cropped
up. It may be said we can ignore that sort
of thing. There is, however, such a record
ais "il1ansard." I am inot worrying so much
about the Press, because newspapers are
probably read to-day and forgotten to-
morrow, but "Hfansard" can be produced in
three months, six months or at any time.
The bon. member or anyone else can then
gay, "This is xvhat was said. No one
attempted to deny it, and consequently it
must lie true." That is the usual practice.
T determined either to get confirmation from
the Commissioner of Police or to have the
statement refuted. The statement appears
in ''Hansard," in definite terms, and it is

only fair to the Commissioner of Police,
irrespective of the attack on members of
Parliament, that his denial should also ap-
pear in "Hansard." I pointed out that it
was not of much use for me to deny the
statement on his behalf. He would have no
right to conmc here and deny it. I, there-
fore, asked him to pat in writing what he
had said about the matter, I propose to
read his ninute, so that it will appear in
"Hansard" as a denial of the remarks of
the member for Subiaco. This is what he
said-

With reference to our conversation of even
date regarding the assertions made by Mrs.
Cardell-Oliver, TVL.A., in. the Legislative As-
sembly on the 15th inst., when speaking on
sinrtiag-price betting, and the coupling of my
name with same, I have to report for your in-
formation that on the 21st April, 1939, a depu-
tation, a member of which was Mrs. Cardeli-
Oliver, M.L.A., waited upon me in connection
with the suppression of starting-price betting.
A copy of the shorthand notes taken at such
deputation is attached.

These notes were returned at the Commis-
sioner's request because the copy was the
only one he had.

Before the deputation took place Mrs. Car-
dell-Oliver tame along about five minutes be-
fore the other memb~ers and informally dis-
cussed starting-price betting with me. I drew
Mrs. Cardell-Oliver 's attention to several of
Ily annual reports in which I had asked Parlia-
ment to legislate in regard to the matter, and
said that if Parliament desired the evil
stamnped out it was in the members' hands.
Definitely I did not say to Mrs. Cardell.Oliver
that the nienibels were behind starting-price
betting.

W~ould you please return the notes of the
deputation, as I have not another copy.

That is quite different from what was so dell-
iiitcly put forward by the member for
Subiaco. She said that if a complaint was
made to the police, they replied that mem-
bers of Parliament wished the trade to con-
tinue- When asked who had made that
statement, she replied, "Commissioner Hun-
ter." The minute I have read is signed "D)
Hunter, Commissioner of Police." At least
we shall have the statement of the Commis-
sioner of Police as to what be did say on
this subject in tile same "IMnsard" in which
appears the definite statement of the hon.
member. The member for Subiaco made
many statements. I have no desire to deal
drastically with her in any way. This is one
of her statements-

For national discord as we have allowed it
to he preached with, impunity, and for the
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;activities of the subversive elements, the re-
sponsibility rests almost entirely with the
Uovernneint.

The hon. member read extracts from a cir-
eular which she said was unsigned, but when
the member for Forrest (Mr. Holman) was
speaking, she said it was signed by a com-
munist. Two minutes later she said-

Iecracy must fall if those who form de-
mocracy became divided by hatreds as the
writer of this paper and the Labour Party
have preached.

There is no doubt that those two statements,
together with the circular that was read,
which she eventually admitted had heel)
signed by a communist, constituted an en-
deavour to link up the Labour Party with
Communism. I take exception to that,' not
as a member of the Government, because I
am not worrying about that, but on behalf
of the Labour Party, of which I am also a
member. The Communist Party is well
known for its subversive and disloyal activi-
ties. As a member. of the Labour Party, I
do not propose to he linked up with it. I
shall make no apologies for communists.
That party has always been disloyal, not
only to the Empire and Great Britain but
to itself. I do not care whether professors
of the University or other people desire to
be linked up with Communism, hut I de-
clare that the Labour Party does not pro-
pose to be linked up with it and never would
be so linked. I venture to say that the Com-
munist Party does not like the National
Party and bns very little love for the Coun-
try Party.

Hon. C. G. Latham: None at all.
The MLNISTER FOR MINES: But it

hates the Labour Party, its Hitler hates Eng-
land, for the same reason that Hitler hates
England. England is standing as the bul-
wark between Hitler and his domination of
the world. Communists have told me that
the reason whiy they hate the Labour Party
is finat that party stands as a bulwark be-
tween themn and their ideals of revolution.

ion. C. G. Lathamn: That may he true.
The MINTSTER FOR MINES: On every

ocena.91n, whenever the Communist Party dic-
sires to slazw-wanz any particular party or
member of ainy party, T venture to say it
will hie the Lahour Party. Yet we are told
by the mnember for Suhiaco that we hanve set
out( to link the Ti hoitr Partyv with the Coin-
pi'ip1i 4s. T ~i~etthat shep shouldl rend
somaethinig of the history of the Labour

Party. There is no doubt site would if ,he
could link us, with the communists, as pe,e
endeavouredi to) do onl the occasion of tbv
last war when the Labour Party was av.
cused of disloyalty.

Mr. J. Ilegucy: That has been done be-
fore.

The MIXISTE, FOlR MINES: I .1o
not Na- that people wvere successful, but t110o'y
did their best in imaking suh sin accusation.
I want to tell the hl. member-I regret
thbat she is not present-a little story.

lon. C. G. Latham: Is it a good oae7
The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes, I

shall tell member., of this Chamber the story.
In telling it I feel some diffidence, because
I am) closely, linked up with it. However,
it is germane to thme ajrumwrent I am putting
up. As an ornecer of the Labour Party for
401 years, I think I can he taken as a reason-
able sample of mnen in the Labour maore-
meat. This is the party' which is alleged I-)
be disloyal, subversive, aad linked up with
Communism. An election is to be held onl
the 21st day of next month, and the speech
of the member for Subiaco was in my opin-
ion a pre-eleetion speech.

Hon. C2. G. Latham:. You are giving it
plenty of advertisement.

The MITNISTER FOR MINES: T will
give it a little more.

Hon. C. G. Latham: That will not hurt
us.

The MIN1'ISTER FOR INES:. Now I
want to tell my stor-y, which is simplle ani
quite typical of the Labour movement. In
1900 1 was president of the 'Miner's. Union,
and I rode 175 miles; onl a bicycle to enlist
for the South African war. When that war
was over I returned from South Africa and
wvent onl with my job as a. trade unionist,
like all trade unionists, trying to assist thos;e
in the trade union movement. In 1914 an-
other war broke out, and in 1015 I enlisted
once more. The 'S undav Times" on that
occasion published my photograph and said
it was interesting. That fact shows how
Labour men arc thought of at times. I them
happened to be secretary of a union and
vice-president of the Metropolitan Council
of the A.L.P. The "Sunday Times" then
was a pretty good paper. Beneath my
photogrTaph it stated, "He is off to the.
Front. Would to God we had ten million
more like him!1" T ask bon. members to nateC
that the "Sunday Times" then wished there
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were ten million more like me. In 1920 1
was chairman of the disputes committee,
and in that capacity was associated with
two big strikes. The same Sunday paper
came out-I was a member of the Legisla-
tive Council then-with my photograph, to
which was appended this: "The Hon. A.
H. Paton, M.L.C. Should stand for 'Musc
lead country.' " So in 1915 that journal
wanted ten million Pantous and in 1920-
because I was fighting again-wanted to
get rid of the only Panton there was. That
is what we go through in the Labour move-
ment. We have our ups and downs. But
I was proud of those photographs and of
the reason for which they were published
by the "Sunday Times." When I went
away in 1915, 1 left here a wife and two
little boys and a little girl. In 1039 this
war broke out, and those two little boys
are now in the A.T.F. and the little girl's
husband is in the Air Force. Therefore as
a Labourite I sin entitled to say at least
that I am 100 per cent, loyal.

The point I -wish to make is that to-
dlay there are thousands of men of may age
associated with the Labouir movement whto
are in the same position as mine. The
member for Middle Swan (MNr. J. Hegney)
discussed the Australian Workers' Union.
Many sneering re-murks have been made
about that union. For my part, I amr
proud of the fact that I have been for nine
years, and still am, the president of
the union. However, for that war from
1914 to 1918 the A.W.U. is to be credited
-with the enlistment of 80,000 men. Eighty
thousand members of the A.W.U. went
to the world war! If the hon. member who
thinks so little of the Australian trade
union movement, who talks about our sub-
versive attitude and about our being linked
lip with the Comimunists, is not afraid of
Somlinz her skirts by going to the Perth
Trades Hall, she may look all round the
hall and see everywhere honour hoards be-
longing, to all the unions, and she may see
scoWr of the names on those honour boards
flanked with the unfortunate little cross
which indicates; that the bearer of the name
made the supreme sacrifice for the demioc-
racy which he assisted to make and in
which hie wholeheartedly believed, Yet we
find people talking in this way, trying to
link up the great Labour movement with
the Communist Party, which hates us like

poison. Such persons can have no know-
ledge whatever of the fundamentals of the
Labour movement. They cannot even
have taken the trouble to explore any of
the Labour literature that has been printed,
or to speak with anybody having some
knowledge of the Labour Movement.

When the member for Subiaco accuses
this party and this Government and the
Labour movement generally of disloyalty,
I am led to wonder whether she has ever
read the newspapers.' I venture to say
there is not a man or a woman in any
part of Australia or the British Empi-re
to-day but was thrilled during thme last
week with the exploits of Our airmen all
over the English Channel. Would not any
mian or woman with red blood have been
thrilled by such exploits? They are ex-
ploits which could not have been achieved
but for the trade union movement of
Britain and her dominions having maide
places in civil life for those airmen. The
very essence of the war on Britain 's part,
and the fundamentals of the war in Aus-
tralia, depend uponl the- trade union move-
mieat and the Labour movement.

Notwithstanding what Mr1. Curtin has
,stated publicly, notwithistanding- the assist-
anice he has given to the present Fed-
eral Governmnent, notwithstanding that
the ver~y first words of his policy speech
were that he was prepared, should a Labour
Governmnent be returned, to render full
co-operation to the British Empire for the
successful pursuit of the wvar, thie nmost
unjust allegations are made againist Labour.
If the Labour movement of the United
Kingdom refused to make guns and amminu-
nition . the British Empire would be uin-
alble to wage war. What is the use of
peCopIe standing on the street corners and
talking about the Labour miovemnent beving
disloyal-even subversive? I have been
concerned in elections for a number of
years, and never at any time-this I can
gany hionestly and conscientiously-have I
heard a Labour man in the course of an
election campaign, or even at a propag anda
mevetingp speak as the member for Suhiaco
did the other night. It -was slicer vin-
dictiveness that prompted her to deliver a
speech of that type. Why thme vindictive-
neqs I do not know. But T want to tell the
the menmlwr for Subiaco, just as my col-
league told her here last night, that there
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is not one respectable woman, quite apart
from whether she is in high society or in
the poorest circumstances, hut is entitled
to esteem. If the member for Subiaco
wrants the respect of members of this
House-certainly she would not receive
much esteem from them-there is only one
way to achieve her desire, and that is to
ploy the game, as last night she was told
to do.

I regret that I find myself dragged into
this debate at all. However, having been
brought into it, I take the opportunity to
speak my mind. I am aware that only a
few weeks ago someone said that I bridled
very quickly. I bridle on only one occasion,
and that is when an attempt is made to
defame my honour. It is the only thing I
have got. I have no banking account, and
am never likely to have one. But in all
other respects throughout my life I have
endeavoured to keep my head up so that
T may look anyone in the face. When any
person attacks this party or tbe movement
with which I am associated, and includes
me in the attack, I am going to fight. The
other evening the m ember for Subiaco de-
liberately made such an attack. She set
out deliberately to do it. She wvas not
even led away by interjectionls to do it,
for she had it all there either printed or
typed.

Mr. cross: It was put up for her.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I shall
not go so far as to say that. I give the
hon. member credit for having made her
own speeh. However, she had it all
typed. I can understand an hon. member
being led away by interjections to say
something spontaneous and regrettingc it
afterwards. But the member for Subiaco
waPs not in that position.

Mr. Cross: She had it all wvritten out.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: She had
it all fixed up anti ready, every word of it.
She knew exactly what she was; doing. The
hon. member was not fair, nothing like fair.
First she said the pamphlet was, unsigned;
then she said it was signed by the Com-
munists. Now wve find in the "Daily News"
this evening that she complains- about that
paper accepting- anonymous letters. She
aie the definite statement that she had nn

anonymous comnmunicaition.

M1r. Hiughles: She was not the first mem-
ber to use ain anonymous letter in this
House.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I do not
say she was; she will probably not be the
last to do so if the hon. member himself is
long1 enough With us. I am not at all sur-
prised about that.

Mr. Hughes: Now, lust a moment ago you
were saying-

The MINISTER FOR MI1NES: Yes, I
know. I apologise and withdraw the state-
meat 1 made about the hon. member. I was
led away! I regret having to make speeches
of this description, which are not in my
line. However, when the Labour movement,
of whicb I am particularly proud is at-
tacked, I am up in arms at once. The move-
ment has done a wonderful lot for me. It
took ine out of the mines and educated me,
furnishing me with the opportunity to be-
come a Minister of the Crown. What sort
of a man would I be if I were not prepared
to stand op and fight on behalf of the move-
meat, in view of what it has done for me.
Even the member for Subiaco will admit
that but for the Labour movement I would
probably still be in the mines or, which is
far more likely, would be where so many
good miners have gone; I would by nowv
bave been buried, following upohn the rav-
ages of miners' phthisis. 1 look upon the
Labour movement as my movement, one of
which I am exceedingly proud, and if at
any time it is tradnced, 1 will be prep~ared
to speak in its defence.

MR. LAX3EERT (Yilgarn-Coolgardie)
(6.2]:- I found the speech of the Minister
for Mines most interesting, and I think many
of us can associate ourselves with the state-
ments he made. I really wondered at one
stage whether his utterance would develop
into a personal biography. However, his
speech was rather effective in its way, and
to that extent we are very much indebted
to the Minister. During the course of the
debate we have listened to many speeches,
some interesting, most otherwise.

Mr. Hughes: Another "otherwise" is com-
ing.

Mr. LAMBERT: I do not know that
many lent any degree of dignity to the
debate, and certainly they did not add much
to our knowledge nor furnish us wvith much
information.
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3mv Needh am;, You will be able to supply
that.

Mr. LAMBERT: Very little fresh or
novel was uttered during the debate,' either
in connection with war or post-war condi-
tions.

Mr. Cross: We have left that to you.

Mr. LAM1BERT: That particularly ap-
plied to post-war problems likely to con-
front the State when the present unfortun-
ate conflict is ended. In this world of stress
a~nd turmoil we feel that the future will
bring with it great alterations, but in what
diretion it is hard for any individual to in-
,dicate at the present juncture. Some inem-
hers of this Chamber have an idea that re-
form can be achieved by an alteration of the
monetary system. Some believe that the
,curse of that system is the tendency towards
inflation. Although I1 have read more than
one most interesting and authoritative treat-
ise on the problem of monetary reform, I
have not yet been able to make uip my mind
as to how the contemplated change can be
accomplished. Under our capitalistic system
I cannot see that there is any royal road to
that objective. To members generally the
-wonderful contribution that the goldasining
industry has made to the wealth of the State
during the past few years, must be ex-
tremiely pleasing. The statement can
-safely be made that, had it not been
far the fillip to our mining activities,
the State would be in a very queer position
Aq the present time.

The Premier: We would have been in-
solvent.

Mr. LAMBERT: Possibly so. Although
the State might have been in a bankrupt
,condition on account of other unfortunate
cireuinetanees, the Federal Government was
not deterred from levelling a sectional tax
-on the gold mining industry.

Air. 'Marshall: That was, not taxation; it
-was confiscation of products.

Air. LAMBERT: The hon. member has
-a rather elastic imagination, and he can call
it what lie chooses. The fact is that the re-
spectable designation adopted by the Fed-
'eral Government for the impost was "taxa-
tion". The Premnier made every effort to
force. home upon the Federal Government
a renlisation of the fact that the impost
wvas a purely sectional tax upon the only

industry in the State that was not cont-
tributed to by any other industry in the
Eastern States.

The Premier: What we got was a crumb
of comfort.

Mr. LAMIBEET: In this State we have,
apart from the mining industry, two other
sections-the primary industries and skele-
ton secondary industries. MuIch has been
done to foster both, particularly the pri-
mary industries. Undoubtedly there has
been a marked expansion of our primary
industries over the last 25 years, notwith-
standing our numerous setbacks and not-
withstanding that farmers too often wore
placed on land which should never have
becit settled. While on this subject, it
might be well for me to quote from a speech
I made 24 years ago in this House with
regard to the indiscriminate manner in
which people were settled on our land by
the then administration.

Air. Doney: Hear, hear!
Mr. LAMBERT: The speech was deliv-

ered in all modesty, because it was my
maiden speech. I said-

I1 believe that the only person who can deal
with this sail problem is the scientist, and I
sinv tihat with all due deference to the Commis-
sian" which has been appointed.
A Commission had been appointed to in-
quire into the settlement of Esperance land.
My speech continued-

In my opinion, the Commission should have
been one mainly of scientists. Whio gave us
the one factor which has enabled us to grow
Wheat econoamically in this State but the scien-
tist? who gave us superphosphatel It was
not discovered by any prosperous farmer; it
wa s discovered by a scientist and developed by
science, find there are no other means of com-
ing to any right conclusion upon the proper
development of the soils of the State except by
thle employment of scientists. The Oovernment
has no right to promiscuously grant money to
all tile supposed agricultural areas of the
State. I should lay it down as an absolute prin-
ciple that 110 money should be granted to a
farmier unless that farmer was prepared to ac-
cept advice and till his soil under the proper
direction and guidance of scientific find prac-
tical men. That is the only way to tackle this
industry. The deficit in this State can be trace-
able to a large extent to the succeeding crop
failures in the agricultural areas.

Hon C. G. Latham: That was in 1916.
Mr. LAMBERT: Yes. It is equally true

to-day. Muich, of course, has been done to
settle our agricultural and rdairying dis-
tricts; but it has been achieved at great
cst. While it is no purpose of mine to
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hold an inquest upon past failures and past
indiscretions, we know that our farming in-
dustry is a gamble, with two very unstable
elements, namely prices and climatic con-
ditions. In our great dairying indus-
try we have an ever-increasing asset,
one that will no doubt--as the years
roll by, past failures will he forgot-
ten and probably some of those respons-
ible for them have passed into oblivion-
contribute considerably to thle prosperity of
the State. T can say the same with respect
to settlements in what arc known as mar-
ginal areas. If competent advice had been
taken a quarter of a century ago, we would
not have settled farmers in those areas; no 7
would we have witnessed the distress suf-
fered by the persons who were placed onl
what is known as the Miners' Settlement.
We would not have embarked upon the
3,000 farms scheme away in the wilderness.
I do not think it has been re-discovered dur-
ing the past 10 or 15 year!,.

Member: Forrestania.
M1r. LAMBE~RT: Yes. I shall deal with

land settlement before I touch on one or two
other subjects. 'Much of that land is retriev-
able and possibly much of the loss is also re..
trici-able, if a sound policy is laid down for
the proper linking-up of the areas and a
kindlier attitude adopted by the Agricul-
tural Bank. We shall find that in those
abandoned. areas there is some of the best
pastoral country in the State. But it cannopt
be utilised for pastoral purposes unless we
have a proper scheme of water conservation
and the area is reticulated from the gold-
fields water scheme. When the Water Sup-
pl-y Department is approached on the suh-
ject, we are told, "This is a business under-
taking and we must run it as a business eor,
cern." That is the department's reply to
many requests that have been preferred to
it for a reduction in the price of water used
by goldmines. In my opinion, greater utili-
sation can he made of the goldfields water
scheme for the supply of water to thousands
of acres to-day lying abandoned. Water
from the scheme could be used for pastoral
and other purposes.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 pm..

M1r. LAMBERT: I was referring to the
utilisaition of water from the goldfields
water scheme with a view to the rehabilita-
tion of some of the abandoned land from

M~erredin to Southern Cross. Notwithstand-
ing the varying climatic conditions in that
region, the sinking of dams in proper locali-
ties for the purpose of enabling rich pas-
toral land to be utilised is a commercial
proposition. I need not unduly stress that
matter. The officers of the Agricultural
Bank and the Departm~nt of Lands andt
Surveys must be aware that if dams were
put down in proper places, a good deal of-
water would be conserved. Insufficient im-
portance has been attached to the granite
catchments in those areas. Seine of the
catelunents in portions of the goldfields f i.
ther cast have been harnessed and conta9in.
anyt~ing from 1,000, 000 to 5,000,000 gallons
of water each year. Now that the Agricul-
tural Bank has to some extent straightened.
out the position of the farmers who unfor.
tuniately have been unable through one cause
or another to make good and have left their
holdings, I hope it will devote some attention
to the matter I have been disenssing.
Whether a survey would have to be made to.
determine in which areas dams could best
he sunk is a matter upon which our engin-
ers would have to advise us.

I wish to say a few words about one or
two objectionable clauses in the Agricultural
Bank Act, notwithstanding the fact that
many plausible excuses have been advaneo1
for the r-etention of those clauses. Seine time
ego the Country Party made an attempt,
through its deputy leader, to have the Act
amended in order to bring it more in con-
formit 'y with common decency and to en-
Sure reasonable living conditions for settlers.
Whether this matter will be revived or not I
am unable to say.

Mr. Withers: It is contentious legisla-
tion.

11r. LAMBERT: I do not know whether
it is over-con ten tious legislation. I do not
know of any very definite hardship resulting
from the existence of sections 51 and 52 of
tl]e Act, but those sections are distinctly
unpalatable to many farmers, and prob-
ably sonic method could be found of remov-
ing them from the Act without penalising
the Agricultural Bank.

I was pleased to learn that a certain
sum of money had been provided to con-
tinue the operations, of the Farmers' Debts;
Adjustment Act. In view of thle amiount
already distributed for the relief of a con-
siderable numher of farmers in the mar-
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ginal area, it would be regrettable if the
Commotnwealth Government did not see fit
to continue this contribution to the Corn-
mis~ioners who bave done such good work.
I believe the Agricultural Bank has a con-
siderable sumi of money available to assist
the farmiers. I do not know whether thie
-report of the Commissioners has been
tabled. If not, it would be pleasing for
-us to be given sonic idea by the Comm is.
sionerA as to what amount is available and
to what extent tbey are prepared furether
to assist farmers, particularly in those
centres that have experienced difficult
times for many years. Farming is carried
on in the western end of my district.
After leaving Southern Cross I have to
turn my attention exclusively to mining in-
terests. It is nice, however, to visit the
fa~iminlx area, notwitbhstandiaig the fact
that for some $ieculiar reason best known
to themselves the people there sometimes
fancy they could obtain better representa-
tion from a member of another political
party.

T was struck by the remarks of the mnei-
her for Brown Hill-Ivanhoe (Mfr. F. C. L.
Smith) who, like an idealist, was reaching
-out for the mnoon. He said it would be ad-
visable if we could balance the budget.
For a quarter of a century I have heard
SliCeSSive Treasurers, idealists andt new
miembers, suggest that the budget 'should
be balanced. That is a commendable hl-
.jective, bitt it will not hie achieved in outr
lifetime, nor in the next fifty centuries.
I think the Premier said on his retun
from the Eastern States that this State
bad been allocated a stun of £200,000 or
£300,000 from loan funds to enable the
budget to be balanced. Whether the mem-
ber for Brown Hill-Ivanhoe had that in
mind I do not know.

Mr. F. C. L. Smith interjected,

Mr, LAMBERT: The hon. member would
-not suggest that money rains from Heaven.

Mr. F. C. L. Smith: No, but it might
rin from the Eastern States.

Mr. LA'MBEIIT: Annually our aecumd-
lated public debt is being added to by
allo',a.tions from loan fund&. We have
only to scan the figures to find that in 1901
the public debt amounted to £11,674,000
and that by J939 the total had grown to
195,473,000,

Mr. F. C. IL. Smith: By how much has
it increased per head?

Mr. LAMBERtT: Per head of the popula-
tion the amount has increased appreciably.
The regrettable feature is that our popula-
tion has not grown in the same ratio as has
the public indebtedness. I have no desire to
refer to Commonwealth finance, but if the
member for Browni-Hill-Ivanhoe, in his
laudable desire to instruct the Premier and
lecture the House about balancing the Bud-
get, will take a week-end off and study our
Commonwealth indebtedness, he is likely to
spend a few unhappy moments.

Mr. P. C. Ls. Smith: I was speaking of
the Budget, not of loan funds.

Mr, LAMNBERT: It is all very well to
speak of balancing the Budget, but in this
young and undeveloped State, we miust
spend money in order to continue develop-
mnent. The important point is that the
money should he spent sanely. I remind the
hon. member that if it is not within our
capacity to develop this State and all its
varied resources, somebody else will prob-
ably spare uis the opportunity.

Mr. F. C. Ls. Smith: That is what I said.
Mr. LAMBERT: As to that, I shall 1me-

fresh my memory later. An endeavour must
be made to develop our industries. To do
so will he no easy matter. To expand our
secondary industries is not an easy matter.
It is regrettable that in a, State like
Western Australia, which admittedly has
only a sparse population, more has not
been achieved in the time during which we
have been in effective occupation. The Gov-
ernment should be commended for its at-
tempts to expand the industrial structure of
the State, but in that endeavour all sorts
of difficulties confront us. The chief dif-
ficulties arise from the fact that we are in
the Federation and are working under a
tariff that gives us little or no protection.
In days gone by when as youngsters
we were fighting for Federation and talk-
ing of one flag, one people and one destiny,
we thought that we would share on equal
terms with the Eastern States. But what
has been the result? Our secondary indus-
tries are either undeveloped or stagnant,
whilst those of the Eastern States have
gone ahead by leaps and bounds. I need
not trouble to quote figures to show the
enormous indastrial expansion that has
taken place' in the Eastern States or the

373



574 [ASSEMBLY.]

colossal development of their sheltered in-
dustries. The progress in those States has
been out of all proportion to our progress.

Later I shall refer to a remark made by
the member for North Perth (Mr. Abbott)
regarding the establishment of secondary
industries in this State. The greater pro-
portion of the people who control finance
and who are interested in big business in
this State have one-track minds, and it is
very difficult to drill into them that, apart
from making a profit from their businesses,
they should be inspired by patriotic motives
and give Western Australia some of those
industries that are definitely associated with
its varied resources. I feel that it is morally
wrong to maintain able-bodied men and
women in idleness for long periods, and
what is morally wrong cannot be economic-
ally right or politically sound. That is a
truism from which nobody can divorce him-
self. As I said before, the Government's
action in appointing a full-time Minister to
encourage the development of secondary in-
dustries is very iaudable, but unfortunately
the Government has gone about the matter
in the wrong way. We shall never develop
secondary industries in this State until there
is a radical alteration in the attitude of the
Commonwealth Government.

The first step the State Government
should take is to request the Commonwealth
to amend the Tariff Board Act in order to
give the members of the board definite
statutory authority to direct where a sli]-
tered industry shall be established. The
fact that we are importing £14,000,000 or
£15,000,000 worth of manufactured goods
every year and that practically nine-tenths
of our primary products are exported, with-
out first being converted into marketable
goods, shows that there is something
wrong. Before spending further money
on the establishment of secondary in-
dustries, the State Government should
impress upon the Commonwealth the
necessity for a decentralisation of the
industries of the Eastern States. Those
industries should be decentralised in
favour of a policy of establishing industries
in 'Western Australia to the point of satura-
tion or consumption. Until such a policy is
inaugurated, little progress will be made
with the establishment of secondary indus-
tries in Western Australia. The State should
request the Commonwealth to hold a search-

ing inquiry by the Tariff Board into the
extent to which manufactured goods are be-
ing imported from the Eastern States ancl
the extent of the raw material we have to
export without a soul being employed, apart.
from those people producing primary com-
modities. The Tariff Board would be
a very useful body to advise the Government
along those lines and a very useful instru-
ment to bring about the necessary develop-
iment in this State. It would not take long
to ascertain what amount of manufactured
goods is being imported by this State and-
what amount of primary products is being
exported in an unmanufactured condition..
We must hammer away at the Federal Goy-
ernnient and see whether it is not possible to
decentralise some of Australia's industries..
Those industries are sending their goods to
this State and sucking our life's blood, thus.
preventing Western Australia from develop-
ing along the lines we all desire for it.

Mr. North: South Australia has been a
little more fortunate of late.

Mr. LAMABERT: Yes, because that State
is nearer to the scat of the Federal Govern-
ment. The Broken Hill Proprietary with a
subscribed capital of about L8,000,000 has
started industries in about four centres in
South Australia, and those industries are
associated with shipbuilding, iron ore and
the works at Port Pine and Whyalla. Those
big industries, interwoven as they are, and
passing from production to prodluction step
by step, make a big difference to South Aus-
tralia. Members who are interested may
look up speeches I made during the last war
in connection with the synthetic production
of nitrogen. That is what I advocated then,
but no one has taken any notice of the sug-
gestion. One might as well be a voice cry-
ing in the wilderness so far as any develop-
ment of that nature is concerned. Neither
commercial men nor busi ness mnen have heeded
the advice then tendered to them. I also
pointed out that during the last war Ger-
many, when armed against the whole struc-
ture of the world, raised its production of
synthetic nitrogen from zero to 200,000 tons
per annum. The Zinc Corporation, iii eon-
junction with the British Industries Coy.,.
started a plant in Australia for the produc-
tion of synthetic ammonia, which represents
the first step in the mianufacture of high
explosives, nitrogen, etc. I pointed out 241
years ago that we were not producing-
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enough salt for our own requirements. In-
deed we were not producing a pound of salt
per head of the population. Some people
were able to scratchi a few hundred tons
fromi our lakes, and others were foolish
enough to buy it. Really it should have
been condemned for human cousumlption.
Twenty years ago I urged that caustic soda
should he manufactured in Western Aus-
tralia. Caustic soda is electrically pro-
duced from sodium chloride. That could
have led to the establishment of a
key industry for the manufacture of other
lines. It is uneconomical to attempt to
produce ordinary soap on commercial lines
unless cheap caustic soda is available. If
the Government wishes to establish second-
ary indlustries in Western Australia, it
should circularise every business man in
the State and tell him definitely and clearly
what it has in mind. Sonic time ago the
Premier said it was essential that some
direct assistance should be giveni for the
establishment and encouragement of local
secondary industries, because of the little
progress that had been made in that direc-
tion. In circularising the commercial and
tradling community, the Government should
point out that not only have we war con-
ditions to contend with but that a post-
war condition is accruing, like gathering
clouds. When our good men comne hack
from the war we shall not experiment by
putting on the land inexperienced people,
who are- broken in spirit. The day for
that sort of thing has gone by. We should
ask our commercial and business heads
whether those things they are selling to-
day could he manufactured in Western
Australia. It the answer is in the affirma-
tive, they should be asked to wvhat extent
they require financial assistance, and what
machinery and technical knowledge and
guidance they, need to start those indim-
tries. I would not have spoken wn this
.subject but for the interjection of the
member for Claremont (]%r. North). From
the production of ordinatry electrolytic
caustic soda we obtain chlorine and other
commodities that link lip with a long chain
of manufactured goods. It is impossible
to start those industries without the
fouintain~ head of them all. If it is desired
to make explosives, it is necessary to pro-
dunce synthetic ammonia. If it is desired
to produce soap, and other commodities in

'which caustic soda is embraced, it is
necessary to produce soda. The task is not
impossible. At Lake Preston and other
places are lakes ten times more dense in
saline content than is the sea. We also
have electricity, and at Collie, one of
the biggest coal measures in the continent.

Mr. Abbott: If an investigation has been
made here why have not these industries
been started in Western Australia?

Air. LAMIBERT: Professor Woolnough
made an investigation in this State. IDoes
the hon. member think that the big com-
panies would run away from 5,000,000 or
6,000,1100 people, produce commodities in
this State for half a million people, and
export june-tenthis of the products to the
Eastern States?9

Mr. Abbott: Freight is not such a big-
item.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
Mr. LA.MBERT: The lion. member wught.

to see inc on that subject. I could tell
him exactly what freights mean when it
comes to a question of working on a margin
of 10%. to L1 per ton in the shipment of'
minerals. I know of hardly one mineral ifr
this State that can be shipped away as an
economic proposition. The only mineral
I know of that is being shipped is the fel-
spar I opened up at Coolgardie, at a time
whenm there was no demand for that coim-
nmodity. Owing to the favourable balance
of exchange, 2.5 per cent., it is now possible
to export felspar on a small margin. Pro--
fessor Bayliss talked about our minerals. He-
should get away from Crawley and tackle
the Overseas Shipping Committee and ask
for a quote for sending ininrals to the
Eastern States. It will be discovered that
it is not economical to ship any of these
non-metallic minerals to another State
under present conditions. The Government
is laying d]own a plant to experiment with,
alunite, from Mt. Campion. Mr. Thutield,
Mr. Mann and I held these deposits for
.some time and gave an option over thuem
to the Western Mining Corporation. We
engaged iii a good deal of exporimiental
work and opened uip the deposit;. After
some time 'Mr. Charlton Dodd, lecturer at
the Kalgoorlie School of M.%ines, was
brought from America and he proved that
15,00,000 tons of alunite were available,.
of varying degrees% of Purity. The option
wras turned down for the nomiinal sum o
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£3,000. Representations were then made
to Iondon, and one of the wealthiest and
most influential corporations in the world
took an option over the deposit. That
was not the first occasion on which Western
Australia experimented with alunite. Pro-
fessor Bayliss says he will obtain infor-
mation from the School of Mines iii Utahl,
U.S.A. I called attention to this subject
18 or 20 years ago, when the late Mr.
Scaddan, then Minister for Mines, spoke of
experiments about to be carried out. I told
Mr. Seaddan then that he could get all the
information necessary by the expenditure of
a postage stamp. However, the State went
on and simply lost its money. The product
was railed down here. Eventually it was
dumped. The problem is simple enough if
by flotation it is possible to reduce the sihi-
cious content of alunite and by roasting con-
vert it to aluminium oxide and extract the
potash. However, as I say, the member for
North Perth (Mr. Abbott) is wrong in
his belief that freight to the Eastern States
is iiot a definite, or even a determining,
factor in the economical operation of many
of this State's industries.

Mr. Abbott: I spoke of mnanufactured
goods.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
,%r. LAMBERT: To send them over here?

.e SPEAKER : Order!
Mr. LAMBERT: Surely a member of the

legal profession is not unsophisticated enough
to believe that the Eastern States manufac-
hire for Western Australia. The inanufac-
turers there manufacture for 6,500,000 people
in the Eastern States, and dump any sny-
pluses here at prices that suit those manu-

facturers. The member for North Perth also
asked whether the Minister for Industrial
Development, after the extensive inivestiga-

ions made, would indicate the reaso5n wvhy
secondary industries could not he established
in Wvstern Australia. By way of retort I
would ask the member for North Perth to
indicate to us why hle has not establishen
himself as a legal practitioner in Mlarble Bar
instead of Perth. It may be very pleasant
if one is able to pick up a ref resher from a
client in Marble Bar, but I do not know that
iii that centre a lawyer could have an exten-
sive clientele. That indicates the clear and
indisputable meason why Western Australia
is at at disadvantage regarding mnaufactures,
apart from many of the factors I enumer-
ated.

Much could be done to develop industries,
iii Western Australia if we could get min-
ilng companies to follow the example set by
the Broken Hill Proprietary Company,
which made its money in Broken Hill and
invested it in South Australia and New
South WVales. Some of our mining com-
panies; could interest themselves in the pro-
dutetioii of cyanide and explosives. In that
event, we would obtain a production of at
least £250,000 annually. But our mining coi-
panics are not told of these things.. Unless
we can absorb our population and make it
productive instead of dependent solely upon
the Government, we shall be penalised ev.en
more heavily in the future than we are to-
day. I believe that if recommendations were,
made by inen who know their job and can don
it-it is not a boy's job either-some good
will accrue. Years ago I spoke about the
production of sulphur in Western Australia.
For the manufacture of superphosphate we
are bringing- about £150,000 wvorth of sul-
phur into this State annually. Latterly we
have imp~lorted it from the United States. 'The
alunite deposits at Camnpion, of which I have
spoken, if they eannnot he utilised in the
manufacture of aluminium, can by roasting
be made to yield potash and sulphur. After
the roasting of the alunite, the potash and
sulphur production could he leased omit.
Another potential source of sulphur in West-
ern1 Australia is the Kalgoorlie gold nin
which have almost pure sulphur. That, how-
ever, falls in a different category, be-
cause it could not be converted into
sulp)huric acid, but only into elemental
sulphate, as is done by the Zinc Cor-
poration of 'rasniania. Under the Bonus
Act of 1936 a bonus is payable upon the
production of sulphur in Western Australia
if its market price falls below a certain fig-
ure. So there are possibilities. A remark
was mande by soineone-it may have been by
Mr. Fernie, who was appointed to inquire
into this industry-that the Government
would co-operate with Mr. Thorn, the man-
ager of the Lake View and Star Mine, in
advising on the production of sulphur. The
necessary information is all av'ailable here,
and I can supply Mr. Thorn with it. I have
discussed the matter with him. He kaows
that there are difficulties; owing to the
absen1ce of a cheap freight. That fac-
tor renders it impossible to establish
these industrios in Kalgoorlie. Certainly
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this would not appeal to the directors of
the Lake View and Star Mine as a favour-
able investment.

About 17 years ago I spoke of the utilisa-
tion of our waste woods in the jarrah for-
ests. An interesting article in this connec-
tion was published by the magazine of the
Broken Hill Proprietary. It mentioned
that in the Ukraine of Russia waste woods
had been used to produce sponge iron, which
is much more expensive than ordinary iron.
In the Ukraine 700,000 tons of sponge iron
is thus produced annually. Yampi ore could
be sinelted at Bunbury. Instead iron is
brought f romn other places. The Government
should approach ai group of people saying,
"Here is the timber being burnt at the fire
chutes today; you can have that timber for
ten Years. and we will guarantee you a cer-
tain percentage on your investment, subject
to supervision of your work by our ex-
perts." We shall never get anywhere in
these matters so long as people here can talk
themselves black in the face on the subject
without anyone taking the least notice.
There is no use in creating a Department
for Industrial Development in Western Aus-
tralia if we do not tackle some of the big
key industries. We must start with the big
key industries. The little industries will
come along in due course, just as a man
who marries knows what will tome along.

And there are other things. I remem-
ber when the cement people here were get-
ting lime from Lake Clifton. I informed
thm at the time that they could get the
necessary decomposed rock and shell from
the river here. As a result, they took up a
concession, and they have never looked back
since. They have been paying 25 per cent.
dividends from the time they started.

Mr. North: Ships used to be madie there.
Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
Mr. LAMBERT: Where?
Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
Mr. LAMB ERT: The time has arrived

when we should examine not only the capac-
ity ant] enpInbilities of some of thme officers
who have advised us for so tong, but the
advisability of utilising the services of mem-
bers of Parliament in a~n unselfish effort to
act as an advisory board to assist our en-
gineers and other officers. That should cer-
tainly he done. We should establish two
stanstding committees, the members of which
should act in an honorary capacity nad

should not receive payment for their ser-
vices as is the practice in connection with.
the Federal Parliament and, I believe, the
South Australian Parliament. One such
commaittee should be empowered to advi-s
upon matters relating to power and trans-
port and other important correlated mat-
ters. The other committee could advise upon
public works and water conservation. I be-
lieve that much valuable information would
be gained as at result of investigations by
members of Parliament entrusted with the
responisibility of membership of such stand-
ing committees, charged with the task of in-
vLstigating somne of oar problems. Men
have been elected to Parliament who possess
much experience and considerable ,know-
ledge of Western Australia, and they could
mnake extremely useful and fitting contribu-
tions to the knowledge we should have of
the industries and resources of the State.
Probably our biggest problem is associated
with power and transport matters,. While
we are not so well favoured as are many
countries having abundant water supplies
that can be utiiised for the generation of
power, we have available coal deposit
which, properly harnessed to uip-to-date-
machinery, should be capable of producing-
power at a cost comparable with that in
other countries.

Hon. C. G. Latham: In England nearly
all the power is produced through the mced-
Wun of coal.

Mr. LAMBERtT: Yes, and exeeptionh
are Norway, Sweden and other small coun-
tries.

The Premier: The problem is a big ont±
iin Western Australia.

Mr TLMBEtT: The problem was a big

one ini Swedeni and Norway, where they
smnelt their various ferriferous muetals. in
that connection I shall niot refer to nian-
ganllese lest I send the member for East
Perth (Mfr. Hugheis) into hysterics, in whichi
condition 1 like to see him only when lie ig
speaking. All the countries that have made
progress during thme last 25 or 50 years, have
been favoured with water power to a
marked degree.

Although the member for North Perth
(M~r. Abbott) did not discuss the matter
with inc when hie raised the question of our
industries, it might perhaps he well for me
to consult that gentleman before I enlargeo
u00on military topics. However, f Would like.
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1dm to suggest to those in authority that if
-we are to establish a mobile force in this
State for the purposes of home defence, they
should immediately cause motor vehicles of
all descriptions to be registered so that,
should a national emergency threaten the
State, the military authorities would know
,exactly where to lay their hands upon those
vehicles. They would then know to what
extent those, vehicles were capable of carry-
ing ammunition and guns, and have all es-
sential knowledge so that military require-
ments could be sent wherever necessary in a
very short time.

Mr. Cross: Could not they get that in-
fornmation from the Traffic Department
now!

The Premier: Not all of it.
Mr. LA'MBERi': It is not a matter for

the Traffic Department; it concerns the Mili-
tar 'y Department, which should have in-
formation, properly tabulated, of all motor
cats and motor vehicles in the State so that
within a week or a month, should the neces-
sity arise, the authorities would kncew
exactly where to procure the requisite trans-
port. A thousand motor cars would carry
5,000 men and 250 trucks would probably
carry the necessary ammunition. If we are
to be attacked in Western Australia, it will
'be, I should say, by means of a force landed
,on our shors, and in that event a fleet of
motor ears and trucks would be a necessary
adljunct to our defence measures. I throw
out that suggestion to the member for North
Perth and to the Premier, wvho can pass it
on to the Commonwealth Government.

The premier: We have done that. At two
hours' notice we had 500 cars at our disposal
wvhen a troopship arrived.

Mr. LAMBERT: So long as something is
being done, however faint the effort may be,
we must he thankful that some attempt
along those lines has been made.

I am pleased to note that the importance
,of Southern Cross, which is in mny elector-
ate, has been recognised in that an nero-
drome has been established there. 1 trust
that the authorities will go further by
making provision for the installing of the
necessary machine tools and so forth re-
quired to carry out at a moment's notice
all possible repairs to aeroplanes. The
country for a hundred miles in every direc-
tion from Southern Cross lends itself to
.aeronautical requirements because of its

nature. I should say the district is ideal as
a training centre for pilots and for aero-
nautics generally.

The Minister for Works: You mean it
is fiat.

Mr. LAMBERT: Yes. In fact, the coun-
try is as flat as sonmc of the speeches de-
livered in this Chamber front tine to time.

It remains for me merely to observe with
reference to the war that it can be won only
by the determination to succeed. The man
who is prepared to live behind the shelter
and protection of a rifle should be Prepared
to shoulder one when called upon to do so.
I feel that,' in this moment of our Empire's
trial, all sections of the community are
standing together in a spirit of co-opera-
tion with a calm and resolute determination
to preserve our liberty and institutions.
Our Empire, under the Union Jack, has
carried its benefits to the four corner points
of the globe. I feel confident that wve all
pray for ultimate victory and that, however
long the struggle may be, we shall finally
teach tyrants and dictators that those who
live by the sword will die by the sword.

BM. STYANTS (Kialgoorlie) [8.19]: 1
have listened with great interest to the
speeches delivered during the Address-in-
reply debate. I am not of the opinion ex-
pressed by the member for Yilgarn-Cool-
gardie (Mr. Lambert) that the utterances
have been flat. On the contrary, they have
been instructive and informative, despite
which I must say that the majority of them
conveyed a most dlepressing effect. Should
my speech this evening be couched in a
somewhat pessimistic strain, members them-
selves will be responsible. Few of the
speeches were eharacterised by olptinmisl.
As a matter of fact, what I listened to sug-
gested a dirge from beginning to end. We
had the member for Avon (Mr. Boyle)
stressing the plight of the wheat farmers.
This no doubt is serious and has been so for
a number of years. The conditions under
which those men labour and the hardships
which they and their womenfolk must en-
dure are something beyond fairness and
reason. Then we have listened to the plight
of our pastoralists. Their difficulties hare
principally bcen caused by bad Reasons, but
they have also a poor market in which to
sell their products. We have heard con-
tinually during the last few months coin-
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plaints from our fruit growers that their
,commodities--apples. and pears-hare been
commandeered and that the growers cannot
get a fair price nor secure payment. What
I myself have particularly noticed is that
the result of the commandeering of apples
has been that the local market has been
flooded with the poorest quality of fruit.
The apples are the poorest I have seen for
many years, yet they are marketed at the
highest price 1 have seen for many years.
Whoever is getting the rake-off I do not
know.

Then we bad the member for Subiaco
(M1rs. Gardlell-Oliver) complaining of the
malnutrition of our school children and ad-
ducing, medical evidence that at least
30 per cent, of the children are under-
nonrished. There is admittedly the low
standard of wages prevailing for many
workers. Although our basic wage has been
fixed at a sum a little higher than £4 5s.
per week, the average worker in Australia
earns about £3 per week, a sum consider-
ably below the standard which the law of
this State-the Arbitration Court--says is
an amount equivalent to purchase necessi-
ties for a man, his wife and average family
of two to live in a reasonable degree of
comfort. Then we have the alarming fen-
tnre that, despite the number of war orders
coming to this State, employment in our
factories is decreasing. We have a short-
age of accommodation not only in our
metropolitan schools, hut also in our coun-
try schools. When complaints are mnade,
the Government laments the insuffici-
ency of funds to increase the accom-
modation. Therefore, listening to the
debate one may be pardoned for adopt-
ing a somewhat pessimistic attitude.
A person listening to the debate and un-
accustomed to Address-in-reply speeches
'would wonder why it is that we are arming
so many men and sending themi oversea
and why the mcii are willing to volunteer
to fight for a continuance of conditions
-which hlave been appalling for the last ten
years.

Two of the principal factors which have
been Namphasised during the course of the
debate in my opinion are really subjects
for discussions in the Federal Parliament,
because they concern matters vitally affect-
ing the prerogative of the Commonwealth
,Government; although the State Govern-

meat and we, as citizens of Australia, are
also vitally concerned in such matters.
The first is the prosecution of the -war.
While we have had many criticisms of Aus-
tralia's war effort-and I candidly admit
that at times I felt sufficient was not being
done-I think it useless at this stage to
indulge in recriminations because we find
ourselves in our prent undefended state.
It is useless to try to place the blame onl
anyone. I have heard it said that the fault
lies with the Commuonwealth Government
and with the leaders of the nation. People
ask, "%Vhi~- were ws, not warned that war
was imminent? Why did not somebody
wake up?'' I againL candidly admit that
it is somewhat of a mystery to me that
nations close to the seat of hostilities were
not more prepared than they were, because
undoubtedly they had considerable time to
make preparations. We in Australia have
almrays relied upon the protection of time
British Nary. We felt secure because we
considered the Navy was invincible. So
we placed too muchi faith in a policy of
pacifism. I was a great admirer of llamsay
'McDonald's policy of pacifismn, provided
that other nations also were practising it.
But when one nation, or a number of
iiations, adopt a9 policy of pacifism whilst
another nation is arming to the teeth
for the purpose of aggression, then it is
national suicide for the other nations not to
arm also. In the final analysis, '[think it
will not lie held against us that we did pin
our faith to the policy of pacifism; hut
do not let us now indulge in recriminations
and endeavour to place the blamne on sonie
one. People have said that we should have
been making preparations for defence for
the past five years.

Ho n. C. G~. Latham: Then they would
have been called war-mongers.

Mr. MTANTS: That is so. What would
have happened to the Lyons Governmnent
or to the Bruce-Page Government-

lion. C. 0. Latham: Or to any otht'r
Government.

'Mr. STYANTS: Yes. What would have
happened to those Governments it' five
years agpo they h ad imposed taxation to
raise the revenue which -we now find to he
necessary to put Australia in a position tip
defend herself ? Such a. Government would
not hare lasted; it would have bpcii thrownm
wit ignominiously from the political l ife
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of Australia. We are all responsible and
must all accept our share of the responsi-
bility. As one British statesman said re-
cently, "We have to stand together now
or we will all hang separately in the
future." That is our position to-day. WNe
must get out of our minds any complaints
about what has happened in the past; we
have to meet conditions as they are at pre-
sent and what they will be in the future.
I believe that the Federal Government is
doing a very good jol) as far as the defence
of the country is concerned, especially
when we come to consider that a highly
industrialised nation like England, with
its huge factories, has not yet reached its
maximutm prodt~ctiou. capacity, and this
notwithstanding that England had 12
months after Munich before the declara-
tion of war, and almost 12 montlhs since,
in which to organ ise. When a highly in-
dlustrialised nation like the United States
does not expect to reach the peak of its
production for two years, how can we ex-

pect Mustralia to swing hier industries from
peacee-time to wvar-time standards in six
months? With the resources at its
disposal, the Commonwealth Govern-
ment is putting forth an excellent
effort. The manufacture of the very
tools required to make munitions is
an industry in itself. The statement has
been made that we have factories in
Western Australia which could be utilised
for manul'aeturing munitions. That is
true, hut not all classes of machinery are
suitable for the manufacture of munitions.
Afunition-making is specialised work and
requires tools which must be made to a
millimetre of correctness, otherwise shells
wouldl be useless. I am not of the opinion
that post-warr problems should concern us
to any great extent at the present time,
although two or three speakers have
touched on this subject.

Hon. C. G. Latham: We do not know
what is ahead of us.

Mr. STYANTS: No. What we do know
is that we must win the war and 100 per
cent, of our energy has to be devoted to
that purpose. When we see victory in sight
we can begin a discussion of post-war pro-
blems for, as the Leader of the Opposition
inferred, we shall then have a much clearer
idea as to what those problems are likely to
be. Thme task of those of us who are not

able to serve either with the local forces or
those going oversea is to ensure that the
troops are provided with necessary mumi-
tions, and to find money for the successful
prosecution of the war. In the last war the
urgent requirements were men, munitions
and money, but the siver bullet was the
most effective armament that could be used
against the enemy. Today the position is
practically the same. We have men capable
of holding their own with the conscrip~ted
troops of any nation in the world and
what we have to do is to provide the muni-
tions. Oar particular job is to see that
those men are properly armed. The armies
in France were defeated, but not because
they were inferior as fighters. Time French-
men were beaten not because the Germans
were superior as soldiers, but because the
German troops had up-to-date armaments.
Our bounden duty is to ensure that when our
men go oversea they will be provided not
with single shot rifles with which to meet
machine guns or 20 ton tanks with which to.
face SO-ton tanks, buat that they will have-
the assurance of being supplied with most
up-to-date armaments. In such circum-
stances I am satisfied they will do the job
properly.

Hon. C. G. Latham: They have proved
that in the air.

Mr. STYANTS: Yes, and they will prove
it on the land if they are given armaments
equal to those possessed by the enemy. A
man with a single-shot or a magazine rifle
cannot be expected to beat a man with a
machine gun. From time to time sugges-
tions have been made in the Press and else-
where that certain sections of the community-
should be called upon to make special sacri-
flees in connection with the prosecution of
the war. I do not hold that view. I have-
even heard a suggestion that soap of the
pastoralists should give a certain amount of
their wool as a gift to the nation. I do not
believe that any section of the community
should be called upon to make a special
sacrifice. The Commonwealth Government
has been given unlimited authority by the
people of this country t~o conscript wealth
and man-power. It has complete thixation
powers and in my opinion it is the duty
of the Federal Government to use those,
powers to raise by taxation from ever 'y man
and woman, according to ability to pay, the
money required to achieve victory. No see-
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lion of the community should be singled out
to make any special sacrifice.

A proposal that has met with a good
deal of criticism is the Federal Government's
.suggestion to ration pletrel. I would not care
one iota if there were a complete restriction
ct the use of petrol for pleasure drivers
ill motor ears. The people must realise
that upon petrol will probably depend
their freedom and the safety of our country.
If the Commnonwealthi Government finds that
it has not sufficient reserves of petrol in
hand, or it for any' other purpose a restric-
tion on the consumption of petrol is neces-
sary, then the Commonwealth Government
should go ahtead and do the job. A few
weeks ago, when the capitulation of France
occurred, I thought there was no sacrific
that thec people of this country would not
willi'igly make. But now, because the Royal
Air Force are holding up the German blitz-
krieg against England. I find the citi-
tZens of Australia-which up to date has not
felt the pinch of war one iota-squealing-
Joild and long, because there is a proposal to
restrict the amount of petrol they may use.
Some meli employ their cars p~artly for busi-
ness awl iartly for p~leasure. I would not
care if the amiount devoted to the latter
purpose were completely disallowed. I have
heard it said in this Hiouse thit all the re-
serve storage accommodation for petrol in
Australia i., tull to overflowing, hut I have
been told by influential mcii from the East-
ern States that not 50 per cent. of the no-
comnodation is utilised. If thlat is the case,
even greater restrictions oii petrol conlsump-
tion should be imposed]. Our reserves must
be built to enornious (10 antities because it
the British Navy loses control of the seas,
our supplies will he cut off and we must
reinemlber that we shiall have to depend on
the Air Force for the protection of Aus-
tralia. In view of these facts, wve should not
complain when we are faced with the first
restriction implosed upon us as a result of
the will-. To maxv mind the trouble is that we
have been given so many reasons as to the
necessity for the imposition of the restric-
tions onl the conisumiptioni of petrol and some
people are wondering whether there is any
real reason for it at all. The onl-y objection
T had against the proposal to restrict the use
of petrol drastically, as was p~roposed] in the
first instance, was the disorganisation of in-
tlustry that would occur and the number of
men who would be thrown out of emll sy-

Ineut. We have been told by our Federal
Leaders, however, that in 12 or 18 months'
time 150,000 people will be employed in Aus-
tralia in the production of armaments. Con-
sequently, the people rendered workless by
the restriction of the use of petrol can ho
absorbed in the munitions factories.

Hon. C. 0. Lathamn: A lot of them are
mechanics too.

Mr. STYANTS: Yes, that is so. A
further restriction of the use of petrol may
be necessary for the safety of Anstralia and
its inhabitants, and we should not complain
if su~ch a limitation is imposed upon us. I
hope this matter will not be used as anl ee-
tion bogey during the coing contest.

I was interested to hear two or three mew-
hers mention that ii matter that should be
closely examlined was the establishment of
a child enldowment scheme. Mr. Hughes, an
ox-Prime Minister or Australia, says that wye
must populate or perish. It is interesting
to study the position ill New South Wales,
the one State in wvhich a child endowment
scheme operates. In order to ascertain
whether endowment schemes actually have
the effect of increasing- the birth rate, I con-
sulted figures given in the "Commonwealth
YeCar Book." I found that they do not in-
flicate that such a scheme leads to anl increase
in population. As a matter of fact, the birth
rate of New South Wales is lower than that
of Western Australia, Queensland and Tas-
mania. The Newv South Wales child endow-
meat scheme provides for an allowance of 5s.
per week for each child in excess of one. Iii
view of the cry of most countries that at
greater natural increase in population is
necessary, the figures I am about to quote
are of interest. In 1937 the crude birth
rate for the whole of Australia was 17.4
per thousand; in 1908 to 1913, a five-year
period, the corresponding figure was 27.4.
That is to say, there has been a reduction of
10 peri thousand in the crude birth rate. The
figures for 1110 various States are as fol-
lawvs:

State. 1937 1908-1913
New South Wales . 17.6 28.2
Victoria .. 16 25.3
Western Australia 19 28.9
SomIhI Australia .. 15.3 27.1
Qoeensland . .. 19.4 28.2
Tasmania . .. 20.7 29.6

Germany, the country with which we are
mostly concerned today, was 18.8 compared
with 29.5. A decrease in the birth rate
has occurred, not only in Australia, not only
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in British-speaking countries, but also in
every country of the civilised world with the
exception, I believe, of the Soviet Republic.

Hon. C. a. Latham: Have you the figures
for Italy?

Air. STYANTS: Yes, 22.9 per thousand
compared with 82.4. Thus there has been a
decline of more than 10 per thousand in
Italy, despite the system of massed mar-
riages there. The birth rate in Great Britain
is 15.3 compared with 24.6; in England and
Wales 14.9 comparvd with 24.9, and in
France 14.7 compared with 19.5. Despite
the low birth rate in Australia, we have a
higher rate of natural increase than have
most European countries, due to our lower
death rate. When ive s.ibtract the number
of deaths from the number of births per
thousand of population, the Australian fig-
tires compare favourably even wvith those of
foreign countries, because of our lower
death rate. After deducting the mortality
rate, the natural increase per thousand of
population in Germany is 7.1, Italy 8.7,
England and Wales 2.5, Scotland 3.7, Japan
13.6,"Franee 0.3 and Aurtralia eight. A
significanL fact regarding Australia-and I
intend to touch upon this point presently-
is that the three States where Labour Got-
ernnients are iii power hay', the highest net
increase. Thus Western Australia has 10
per thousand of population, Queenslan-l
10.2 and Tasmania 11.2, cL-ipared with the-
Australian average of eight.

Hon. C. G. Lathani: That is one thing for
which you can claim credit, anyhow.

Mr. STYANTS: I believe there is a
definite reason for it; it is not mere chance.
The institution of a system of child endow-
menit does not necessarily mean that people
wvill have larger families. That fact has beca
proved conclusively in New South Wales,
but what would result from child endow-
ment is that justice would be done to those
wvho hadl large families. This is one of the
weaknesses of our basic wvage system. By
the basic wvage inquiry wve seek to find ou'
what amount of money is require(] to pro-
vide the necessaries of life for an average
family-a man, his wife and two children-
and] maintain them in a reasonable standard
of comfort, but no provision is made for
the sian who has six children. By its very
essence, our basic wage condemns a1 jan and
his wife with a family* of six children to
live in a lesser degree of comfort than we

say is fair and reasonable. Those are the-
people who would receive justice if we had a.
child endowment scheme.

Various opinions are advanced to account.
for the continued fall in the birth rate.
Years ago I had to depend on low wagcs to
rear a young family. I have associated
with the workers of this country and I be-
lieve the greatest deterrents to having farm-
lies of reasonable size are the economic in-
secuirity, the fear of unemployment, and the
fact of constantly recurring war. Wheu
people have children, there are not sufficient
jobs available for them. One of the great-
est nightmares hauenting parents these days.
is the fear that there will not be a job for
the boy or girl on reaching an age when it
is necessary to support himself or herself.
The fact that there are better conditions
operating for wages men in Western Aus-
tralia, Queensland, and Tasmania is, I be-
lieve, reflected in the higher natural increase
in those States.

Then there is the matter of constantly-
recurring war. The mother of to-day was.
the young woman during the 1914-18 war.
In that war she probably lost her flancer
perhaps even her father or brother, ind
suffered the consequent grief and sorrow.
Later on, time the great header intervened,
and she was married, and to-day she is the
mother of boys who are enlisting for service
oversee. Perhaps eventually she will be
robbed of one or more of her sons in this
encounter. The women are becoming fed ip
of the spectre of the breadwinner being out
of employment, of the inability to find work
for a boy or at girl, and of providing cannon
fodder for the recurring wars that the in-
ternational policies of the various countries
bring about, seemingly inevitably. Those, I
believe, are the three reasons why the birth
rate is constantly falling.

I should like to quote a case that came
under my notice a few weeks ago. A very
good type of lad who had Just reached the
age of 19, was the son of a returned sol-
dier, deceased. The mother had been left to
rear two boys. He asked me to sign his
papers for entry to the air force: he could
not get a job. I signed his papers, and when
I met him shortly afterwards hie told me be
had been successful, but the fly in the oint-
ment was that he was without a job and
would not be called up until about Novem-
ber. The recruiting officer said, "Get a job;
we will call you up about November."
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Mr. Berry: There are thousands like that.

Mr. STYANTS: I believe there are. The
.boy said, "That is what I have been trying
to do for the last nine months. I have been
unable to get a job, and my widowed mother
will have to keep me until November when
you call me up." That is a disgraceful state
of affairs. Fancy a boy of 19, who is pre-
pared to give his sex vices in the most dan-
gerous defence arm we have, the son of a
returned soldier, being unable to get a job
at the hands of this country. One marvels
why the boys enlist to serve oversea and
fight for a system that provides such condi-
tions. I know of other instances of two or
three boys in a family. All of them have en-
listed and are waiting to be called tip but
-cannot get a job. I remember in the last
war when young fellows who went away
were promised a workers' paradise when
they came back. They went away in their
tens and hundreds of thousand;, and we
know what their achievements were, but his-
tory repeated itself. After a few years of
post-war boom, history repeated itself as it
does after every war. People faced priva-
tion, want, pestilence and unemployment. If
we do not alter our system, history will re-
peat itself after this wvar. That is one of
the problems we shall have to face when
we secure ultimate victory, as undoubtedly
-we shall.

I could understand the situation if there
wvas a shortage of food and goods. During
the ten years of what was known as the
depression there never was a greater abund-
anee of everything that man requires. Our
granaries were fatll and our Warehouses were
full. As a result of the rigging of markets
and the cornering of supplies, one man had
sufficient for a million while another had not
sufficient to keep body and soul together.
In the midst of plenty, millions of people
were actually in want, if they were not
starving. Every member knows of families
who have been in dire distress and want,
yet in the midst Of Plenty. I admit I do
jiot know what the solution of the problem
is. I have listened attentively to exponents
of monetary reform, and to other sugges-
tions that have been advanced. The more
books I read on the subject, the more con-
fused I become. One thing must appear
quite clear to every member who has given
any thought to it, and that is that the sys-
tem which permits of such conditions is

fundamentally wrong and should be altered.
That is our job. We do not want
Mussolini or Hitler to tell us what reforms
to make, for that task is ours. There is a
tremendous stranglehold upon the comn-
munity in the shape of interest that has
accrued on loans we have made, loans that
we are in honour bound to repay. To such
an extent have we borrowed money that
it requires approximately 47 per cent, of
the income of the State for the funding
of our overseas indebtedness in the shape
of exchange and interest on accumulated
loans. It will thus be seen that wve have
reached almost the end of our tether.

I wish to refer to a matter that has been
broached by previous speakers, namely,
that of females displacing males in the
employment market. Members inferred
that such a practice should be abolished.
I disagree with that view. My respect
for the women of the nation is tremendous.
I firmly believe in the old axiom that the
hand that rocks the cradle rules the world.
The two best friends I ever had were
women. The higher the status of women
in the community, the better is the home.
life and the higher will the efficiency of the
nation be.

lion. C. G. Latham: You are right; the
better the nation would be.

Mr. STYANTS: As the father of two
girls, I view the situation with alarm.
These girls are just reaching womanhood.
I could not hear to think that anything
wvould be done to prevent them from utilis-
ing their abilities to secure positions for
themselves. If the policy that has been
expounded by two or three members, that
women should not be allowed to pursue
their natural bent and obtain jobs for
themuselves is followed, the effect will be
that women will be forced out of employ-
mnent into matrimony and the moral status
of the women of the country will be
destroyed.

M.%r. Withers: Not so long as they are not
exploited to their disadvantage.

Mr. STYANTS: We have* power to pre-
vent that.

Hon. C. CT. Lathamn: Shall we ne that
power?7

Mr. STYANTS: I do not hold the view
that is advanced by many that if we give
equall pay for equall work for the sexes men
will be thrown out of employment. That
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is an old-fashioned idea. Women have
proved themselves the equal of mnen in-
tellectually in every walk of life. Physic-
ally they are handicapped by N~ature, for
they do not possess the power of endur-
ance or physical strength of the male. In-
tellectually, however, they have proved
themselves wherever they have barn given
equal opportunities with men. To drive
womien into matrimony, to say that we are
not going to allow them to obtair, employ-
tilent hut, by economic circumstances,
force thoen into marriage, will increase try-
iendously the overowvded lists in the

divorce court. If women are compelled by
economic circumstances to sell themselves
into matrimony in order that they may be
kept, they will he forced to a status very
little higher than their unfortunate sisters
who sell their bodies for a dollar a time.
That is what will happen if we follow out
that policy to its logical conclusion.
WVomen wvill have to sell their bodies to
gain at living. If it is intended that women
shall by economic circumstances be forced
into marriage so that they may be kept,
the effeet will be to place them on a level
but little higher than that occupied by
their unfortunate sisters who sell their
b~odies at so much a time.

Mr. Withers: You cannot have much
respect for women if you say that.

Air. STYANTS: I have a great respect
for them, but I wish to prevent such con-
ditions from being brought about.

'Mr. Withers: You ought to have a better
opinion of them than to say such a thing.

Mr. STYANTS: Women should be given
the right to work and to choose their form
of employment. It should not be said that
because a man wants a job, it has to be
given to him and the woman is to be com-
pelled to marry so that she may be kept.
W~omen are just as much entitled to get
lobs as are males. I have no desire to
speak in a derogatory manner of men, but
my personal experience is that the moral
standard of the community is set by the
woman. A ni will quickly adapt himself
to the moral standard of women. If we
destroy the moral standard of our women,
to that extent shall we destroy the home
life of the community, upon which rests the
security and progress of the nation. I hope
that avenue will not be exploited.

Since I have been in the House I have
noticed a tendency on the part of certain.
members, perhaps facetiously, to make cheap.
jibes at the people of Kalgoorlie, those I
represent in this Chamber, and the goldfields
generally. I was a little incensed at the
remarks of the member for East Perth (M1r.
Hughes) the other night when he made an.
exaggerated statement concerning the num-
ber of starting-price betting shops in Han-
iian-strcet, Kalgoorlie. He said there were
15 such establishments, whereas as a matter
of fact there are no more than five. If the
hon. member travelled around his own elec-
torate he would find a greater number than
five starting-price betting shops. I do not
mind if the truth be told, but when one gets
a grain of fact and a bushel of imagination,
all levelled at the people one represents in
this Chamber, a natural feeling of resent-
ment must make itself apparent.

Mr. Hughes: You suggested that hospital
committees which run swveeps should he
watched.

Mr. STYA.NTS; I have no recollection of
making such a remark. When did I say
that?

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
Mr. Hughes: I recollect that you said it.

Mr. STYANTS: I cannot remember it-
Kalgoorlie in relation to Western Australia
is something like Western Australia ini its
relation to the Commonwealth. In the East-
ern States Western Australia does not ap-
pear to belong to Australia. It is not on
the map unless something is required of it.
The people of Kalgoorlie are not on the map
unless we require to sell Western Australian
products to them. At such a time the elite
of tile community is sent to Kalgoorlie to
hold a local products exhibition with a view
to securing the custom and trade of the
people. I could enumerate half-a-dozen in-
justices which are perpetrated on the people
of Kalgoorlie. The only class of goods
which has shown a profit to the Railway De-
partmnent during the past 12 months is the
foodstuffs which have gone into the home of
every man on the goldfields. The former rate
was remunerative, but nevertheless it was
raised, and the outback people paid the in-
creased rate. I repeat, the original rate was
raised nothwithstanding its profitable nature.
The goldfields people pay the highest rate
of tax of any people in Western Australia.
Rents are higher in Kalgoorlie than in any
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other parts of the State. In the opinlion of
tbe Arbitration Court when fixing the basic
wage, £4 l6s. 8d. provides exactly the same
for a Kalgoorlie resident as £4 2s. 4d. pro-
v'ides~ for a Perth resident. The goldfields
allowance is about £38 per annum. When it
comes to paying financial emergency tax and
income tax, Kalgoorlie residents are charged
those taxes on the £38 allowance.

Ron. C. G. Latham: They pay on the
-whole amount, not only on the £38.

Mr. STYANTS: That is often the ease.
The getting of the £38 makes Kalgoorlie
people liable to income tax, and then they
have to pay on the total amount received;,
-whereas Perth people frequently escape tax-
ation.

It is true that in Kalgoorlie men have a
few drinks on Sunday. If Nature aid not
intend a man to drink on Sunday, he would
not get thirsty on Sunday. Moreover, the
iflerk of the weather does not always send
-cool Sundays to Kalgoorlie. Ever since Kal-
goorlie has been Kalgoorlie, men there have
been allowed a certain degree of latitude as
-regards getting a drink on Sunday. Seeing
that there are no diversions in Kalgoorlie,
and having regard to the climate, I would
-oppose the prevention of obtaining a drink
or Sunday. Kalgoorlic men follow the haz-
ardous occupation of mining. The climatic
conditions are bad in Kalgoorlie. There are
no sea beaches, river beaches and parks in
'Kalgoorlie as there are in Perth.

Mr. Mann:- No more are there in the
wheatbelt.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!I I ask the hon.
member for Beverley (Mr. Mann) to keep
order.

Mr STYANTS: Tn the wheatbelt on Sun-
days I have seen men come in truckloads to
get a drink.

Hon. C. Or, Latham: Mfen get drink on
Sunday in the metropolitan area too.

Mr. STYANTS: Undoubtedly. In an
important seaside town I recently saw as
-much Sunday drinking as one sees in Kal-
goorlie; and certainly one does not see as
manny drunken men in Kalgoorlie as one sees
in the metropolitan area. I know a coun-
try town in which a cabaret was still
-running at four o'clock on Sunday
morning. That would not be tolerated
in Kalgoorlie. The residents of that
city despecrate the Sabbath by playing foot-
ball on Sunday, but this is due principallyv

to the fact that the men have to work on
Saturday afternoons. The shops are open
on Saturday afternoons. Sunday is regarded
as the day of recreation. Let me poiat out
that Kalgoorlie people are the most charit-
able people in this State. They subscribe
liberally for the relief Of eases Of distress.
Tzi respect of enlistment Kalgoorlie had the
highest rate in the Commonwealth during
the war of 1914 to 1918, and it is making the
sme achievement this time. As reg-ards war
savings certificates, Kalgoorie People are
putting lip the highest ratio in the State, as
the State is doing best in the Commonwealth.
Therefore, whvile Kalgoorlie residents are
held up to ridicule-

Mr. Mann: They arc tnot.
Mr. STYANTS: There are many sneers

and jeers thrown at Kalgoorlie.
Mr. M1ann: You are highly sensitive.
Hon. C. G. Latham: And sensible too.
M,%r. STYANTS:. This sort of thing

spreads about to such an extent that tour ists
after staying at Kalgoorlie for 24 hours aire
prepared to designate it as the wvickedest
city in the world. In point of fact the Kal-
goorlio people arc the most law-abiding
people in the world. It has been stated-
the inference is always there-that little
laxities exist in Kalgoorlie because a Labour
Government is in office and the goldfields re-
turn Labour members to the Legislative As-
semably. I did not think that statement was
correct, and I asked in this Chamber a ques-
tion as to the numbecr of prosecutions in thu
Kalgoorlie magisterial district for selling
liquor outside licensed hours- during the re-
gime of the 'Mitchiell Gover-nment from 19.90
to 1933. The reply was, "None." As re-
gards the following three years, 1933 to
1936, when a Labour Administration was
in office, I was informed that there were 18
prosecutions. That is a sure indication
that no favouritisnm is shown to Kalgoorlie
in this respect by a Labour Govern-
mnent. If anything, the leaning is in the
opposite direction, as compared with a
Nationalist Government. I have been greatly
distressed by the attitude of Opposition memn
hers as disclosed by the remarks they have
made on the closing of MfePhersoii's Bolt
Factory at Bayswnter. The sentiments they
voiced disttressed me, because it Appeared to
me they thought that because sonic industry
was allegced not to be able to compete with
like industry in the Eastern States, we
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should agree to longer hours, lower
wages and child labour. My candid
opinion is that any industry, whether
in Western Australia or anywhere else, that
does not provide a decent standard of wages
mid reasonable hours of labour should be
closecd dlown.

lHon. C. G. Latham: But you buy the
irtir-h's produedu by such industries.

Mr. STYANTS: Even if certain things
arc' done in the Eastern States, we do0 not
"ant (bent done here. I trust that no0 in-
dustryv will be fostered in Western Auis-
tralia unless it is able to provide decent

wae1 decent conditions of labour, and
a decent standard of working hours.
I endorse the opinions expressed by those
members who have referred to anonymous
attacks in newspapers upon members of
Parliament. Those who have spoken have
said practically all there is to say on the
subject and have voiced my sentiments. I
believe that form of attack to be the most
cowardly conceivable. It suggests sniping
from an ambush. I believe a law should be
enacted to deal with such people along the
lines adopted in connection with electoral
matters when a campaign is in progress.
Should a person desire to express his
opinion in a newspaper, he is required to
sign his name to the communication.

Mr. Marshall: Only a coward does that
sort of thing.

Mr. STYANTS: Yes, it is the most cow-
ardly form of attack. I cannot understand
why newspapers should publish such suneer-
ing references to Governments.

Hon. C. G. Latham: To some it appeals
as wit.

Mr. STYANTS: Ye;, that may be so, but
why should they hold up to ridicule the
form of parliamentary government under
which the people live? I do not view the
matter personally, but merely from its ap-
plication to the parliamentary institution.
Our form of government allows the Press
the freedom that would not be permittted in
a totalitarian country.

Mr. Cross: Only a certain type of news-
paper does that sort of thing and publishes
such rot.

IMr. SPEAKER: Order!
Mr. STYANTS: Should this continued

sniping at our form of parliamentary gov-
ernmen't have the effect of nndermnining our

system of government generally, the news-
papers will be the first to squeal and
suffer.

Mr. Marshall: And so will the anonymous.
writers.

Mr. STYANTS: One other matter I wish-
to refer to relates to transport. That ques-
tion has been mentioned particularly with
reference to the Claremont buses and the
system on the south side of the river. I
do not know much about those services, but
I amn familiar with what obtains in the sec-
tion of the metropolitan area where I live,
People are left behind at peak periods be-
cause insufficient transport facilities are
available. As one who has worked in con-
nect ion with our railways for a quarter of
a century, I recognise that crowds are in-
evitable at peak periods. But while I re-
alise that fact, transport services should
not be permitted to be so crowded that
people cannot secure the necessary acconm-
mod ation. Particularly do I refer to the
service to Reserve-street in Wembley. Aly
daughters have been left behind on more
than One occasion when attempting to go
to work in the morning. They could not
board the trolley bus because it was already
over-crowded. If the Government is to.
create a monopoly for itself-I am at great
advocate of Governimenit-owned tirrns port
services-then the onus is upon the State to
provide adequate facilities. If it cannot
do so, then the only logical, fair and hon-
ourable course is to allow private enterprise
to undertake the task.

Mr. Sampson: That would be the safe
and proper thing.

Mr. STYANTS: Where we create a
monopoly for a State-owned transport ser-
vice, I contend that sufficient vehicles should
be provided to afford the public adequate
facilities. I would not disregard the re-
quirements of the public at peak periods;
when, so to speak, all the people desire to.
go to work or likewise to return from the
city at the one time. I was particularly
struck by an interjection by the Premier
when one member was speaking about the
transport services. The Premier suggested
that if the people patronised the railways,
they would enjoy a good service. I am in-
clined to think he should have put the posi-
tion the other way round. If we provide
a good service, we will secure the patronage.
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Business people dio not wait for trade to
come to them; they provide the accommoda-
tion or the product, and then go out after
the business. I have known instances in
connection with the railways where im-
proved transport facilities have been pro-
vided as an experiment. In a very short
time the people have patronised the
service to such an extent that instead of a
single steamn coach being ittilised, three or
four coaches have been added to the train.
That is a matter that should receive the
attention of the Govertnment, particularly,
in view of the petrol restrictions that will
hie imposed in the near future and which
will possibly he intensified later on. I
was pleased to learn from the M1inister for
Railways that already sonic consideration
has been given to that problem.

In conclusion, I wish to say how par-
ticularly sorry I was to hear the acri-
montions tone introduced into the Address-
im-repily' debate by a member of the

a]a Party' . Many 'years have elapsed
sine,' such sentiments have been expressed
as those that have passed between iniemulem
of thep Opposition and those sitting on the
Government side of the Hlouse. During
thep live years T have been in the Chamber
I hav'e felt that a. spirit of comrade.;hip
pi-evailed between those sitting in Opposi-
tion aind those sitting behind the Govern-
imient. I had thought that this 'year, with
the wvar in progress, that spirit would have
been more and more evident, that all patty
differences would be set aside, all subjects
likely to invite acrimonious exchanges
would be dropped, and that all members
would pull together as one team in an en-
deavour to ensure that no great differences
of opinion were allowed to arise, and that
our whole objective, in respect to problems
nfifectingr the war effort, would he to assist
the Commonweailth Government to further
the one great achievement we have in
view-the winning of the war. I thought
that feeling would operate to the full. I
trust there will he no repetition of what
has occurred recently. I have felt that
wve have been one l arge family and con-
tinal references to anything of this nature
can only serve to widen the breach instead
of healing it.

Question put and passed; the Address
adopted.

BILL-REMANTI.E GAS AND COKE
COMPANY'S ACT AMENDMENT.

Leave to IntrodUCe.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
H. Mlillington-Mt. Hawthorn) [917]: 1
move-

That leave be given to introduce a Bill for
an Act to amend Section 11 of the Fremantle
Gas and Coke Company's Act, 1886-1938.

HON. W. D. JOHNSON (Guildford-Mid-
land) [9.18]: 1 move-

That the debate be adjourned.

IMotion put and negatived.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: The reason I
moved that the debate be adjourned-

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The lion. mciii-
her cannot discuss that matter.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I propose to
oppose the granting of leave to introduce
the Bill.

Mr. SPEAKER: The lion, member may
proceed.

Hon. IV. D. JOHNSON: The reason I
wished to adjourn the consideration of the
motion is that I considered the measure
would be wrongly introduced if permission
were granted. J do not propose to take
much of the time of the House, but I desire
to draw attention to the fact that the
measure is esentially a private enact-
ment. The Bill is associated with the ope-
rations of a Fremantle company that has
the right to distribute its commodity
and is in the nature of a public
utility. That activities of such a kind
should be controlled by a private eorn-
pany is not general in Australia.
In Perth we had a private company-I will
deal with it later, if necessary-and it be-
caime necessary in the interests of the come-
munity' , particularly the ratepayers, to pm'-
chase the coinpanY's undertaking, and a
fairlY high price bad to be paid. In Fre-
mantle the private company is still operating.
Sonic little tunec ago the Government gave the
company an extended area, thus increasing
the value of the asset. When the Fremantle
11pople desire to acquire the undertaking, as
they must ultimately do if public opinion in
the port is in accord with the general senti-
ment on public policy in Austr-alia, then they
will have to pa 'y a greater price bnca,,e flie
inerea~pd area that has been granted has
materially enhanced the value of the asset.
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That was done by Parliament. It is qnitt,
wrong for members to be called upon to take
the responsibility for an action of that kind.
We are elected on the people's franchise. We
have a bigger responsibility than have the
ratepayers who should deal with this ques-
tion, It is wrong for the ratepayers to seek
to transfer the responsibility for increasing
the value of the asset and strengthening the
grip of a private company. It is wi-ong for
them to place that responsibility upon our
shoulders, so that posterity will blame us
when the undertaking is to he purchased.

Mr. SPEAKER: The lion. member- is re-
fleeting on a vote of this House.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I am seeking-
Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. member

must not reflect on a vote of the House.
Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I definitely assert

that the Bill should be a private Bill. I will
prove that. There is no doubt about it.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The lion, member
cannot discuss that point now.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I have no wish
to. You alone raised the point. The position
is that the Fremantle Municipal Council
should be called upon to say whether it is in
the interests of the people of Fremantle for
them to have what this Bill quite clearly'
proposes. The title of the Bill makes it
clear that the company is to obtain the right
from Parliament under a public Bill to in-
crease its capital.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The lion. member
is not in order in anticipating what is
contained in the Bill.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I say that ordi-
ary common sene-

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber cannot anticipate what is in the Hill. He
is out of order in doing so.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I abide by your
ruling, Mr. Speaker; but if you read the title
of the Bill, you will see that the Bill deals
with a specific section of the principal Act.
It states the section that is to be dealt with.
The section of the principal Act dealt with
by this Bill and specially mentioned is the
one giving the company authority to raise
capital.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member is not
in order iii discussing the Bill. He is- antici-
pating.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I do not want tn.
Mr. SPEAKER: Very well.

[Bon. W. D. JOHNSON. All I am doing
isi to point out that the local governing body
should not transfer to this House the re-
sjporsibility for increasing the value of the
companY, 's asset. There will be trouble over
this matter ultimately' . Our Standing Orders
and Parliamentary practice protect Parlia-
nient agaiinst matters of this nature by pro-
viding that private companies must arrange
for the introduction of private Bills. By
adopting the p~resent method the Government
is aoccepting responsibility for increasing the
value of an asset and for strengthening t

private eoinpan ' 's grip upon a public utility.
That is what the Labour Government
doing.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. member
cannot continue in that strain, lie doe not
know what is contained in the Bill. Ie is
anticipating.

Hion. W. D. JOHNSON: I am saying that
the title makes quite clear what th object
of the Bitt is. The title of the Bill discloses
that I, as a Labour man, am to be forced to
deal with a matter which Parliamentary pracv-
tices says definitely Parliament should not be
called upon to deal with.

Mr. SPflAIERt The lion. member is not
in order in doing so at this stage.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: Do not you
realise, Sir, that if I allow the Bill to be in-
troduced, I shall be failing in my duty?

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! I cannot allow
the hon. member to continue in that way. He
cannot discuss the proposed Bill.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I am discussing
the proposal to give a private company priv-
ileges which it should only get under Parlia-
mentary practice and under our Standing
Orders, by means of a private Bill.

Mr. SPEAKER: I am pointing out that
the bon. member is not in oraer in doing so
now.

Ron. W. D. JOHNSON: I abide by your
decision, Sir; but I want to make it quite
clear that I am allowing this Bill to be in-
troduced because of your ruling. I reserve
the right to raise my objection at another
stage, although it is wrong that I should
be forced to do so at the second reading
stage.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! That is a re-
flection on the Chair.
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Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: Surely I can
reason it out, Sir. If I agree to the intro-
duction of the Bill, surely to goodness I am
stultifying myself.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! There is no
neeessi ,ty for the hon. member to agree to
its being introduced. He must not discuss
the Bill.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: 1 say the Bill
should not he introduced. That is my point.
It should not be a public Bill. This is not
a matter which the Government should
handle. All the Fremantle interests should
be called bef ore a committee under the pro-
visions of the Act dealing with -private Bills,
and the Fremantle people alone should ac-
ept the responsibility of penalising poster-
ity with re gard to this matter.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber does not know they will be penalised. I
ask the hon. member to deal with the motion,
which is that leave be given to introduce this
Bill.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: That is what I
am opposing. I do not want the Bill to be
introduced. It is wrong for it to be intro-
duced; and becaust. I foe it is wrong I want
to try to put the matter right. In conclu-
sion, I appeal to the House--although I do
not want to attempt in any way to defy the
Chair-to realise that a wrong is being done
and that the Labour Government is doing
something it should not be called upon to do.
The Government is asking me to vote on a
question respecting which I should not be
valled upon to vote. The thing is wrong in
principle, it is against our Standing Orders
and the motion should not be agreed to.

The UMNSTER FOR WORKS (Hon. H.
Millington-Mt. Hawthorn-in reply)-
[9.28]: In eases like this we consult legal
authorities. The Crown Law Department,
in a lengthy ruling on this question, says,
"The Speaker of the Assembly or the
President of the Council-"

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The Minister
may not deal with that matter now, either.
All he can discuss is whether leave shall
be given to introduce the Bill at this stage.

The MINISTER FO 'WORES: That
suits inc. I am not anxious to speak.

Question put and passed.

Bill introduced and read a first time.,

BILLS (12)-FIRST READING.
1, State Transport Co-ordination Act

Aime ndmen t.

2, City of Perth (Rating Appeals),
Introduced by thc Minister for Works.

3, Licensed Surveyors Act Amendment.
4, Reserves (Government Domain).

5, Metropolitan Market Trust (Land He-
vestment),

Introduced by the Minister for Lands.

6, Civil Defence (Emergency Powers).

7, Mine Workers' Relief (War Service).

8, Petroleum Act Amendment.

9, Mine Workers' Relief (Payments
Authorisation).

10, Inspection of Machinery Act Amend-
ment (No. 1).

11, Coal Mines Regulation Act Amend-
mdnt.

Introduced by Minister for Minces.

12,1 Electoral Act Amendment.
Introduced by the Minister for Justice.

House adjourned at 9.37 p.m.
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