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The SPEAKER took the Chair af 4.30
p-m. and read prayers.

QUESTION—MAIN ROADS DEPART-
MENT.

Payments to Owner-Drivers of Trucks.

Mr. WATTS asked the Minister for
Works: 1, Have the amounts paid to owner-
drivers of trucks employed by the Main
Roads Department heen increased this year.
If 50, when and by what amounts? 2, What
are the rates now paid? 3, If these rates
show no increase is it intended to make
any increase in view of higher prices for
petrol, oils, tyres, ete.? 4, Does (a) the
present tate or (b) the proposed inereased
rate provide the basic wage after truck
maintenance and depreciation costs have
been allowed for?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
1, Yes; as from Ist Janunary, 194(, increase
of 10 per cent. on the hire portion of the
payment has been allowed. 2, Various,
depending upon truck capacity and loeca-
tion of work. 3, Answered by (1). 4,
(a) and (b) Yes,

QUESTION—LOTTERIES.

Approval of Patriotic Raffles,

Mr, J. HEGNEY asked the Minister
representing the Minister for Police: 1,
Have the raffles now being conduected in
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connection with the Queen Carnival heen
approved by the Lotteries Commission? 2,
If so, why has the approval been limited
to some Queens only? 3, If not, what ac-
tion is heing taken by the Police Depart-
ment to see that the law is observed? 4,
Will he explain particularly the raffle of
the pony Lubra, the raflle of the Golden
Apple by the Press Queen, and the raffle
of a radio set by the Economic Queen, and
any others known to the poliee?

The MINISTER TFOR THE NORTH-
WEST replied: 1, No. 2, Answered by
No. 1. 3 and 4, An announcement ap-
peared in the Press, indicating that a pony
was to be raffled. As this had not beer
authorised by the Lotteries Commission,
those responsible were communicated with
and an assurance was given that it wouwld
not he proceeded with. This assurance
was not observed. Those yesponsible for
the Golden Apple project applied to the
Lotterics Commission for permission, but
weare rvefused. However, they announced
their intention of proceeding. In hoth
cases the police are taking necessary ac-
tion. Inquiries are being made about the
raffle of a radio set.

QUESTION—ROYAL COMMISSION,
PASTORAL INDUSTRY,

Mr. MARSHALL (without notice) asked
the Minister for Lands: Can he inform
the House of the approximate date when
he expeets to release the report of the
Royal Commissioner, Mr. Fyfe, on the dis-
abilities of the pastoralists of Western
Anustralia®

The MINISTER FOR LANDS replied:
The Royal Commissioner has not yet eom-
pleted his investigation and so far has not
presented his report.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by Mr. North, leave of ab-
sence for one week granted to Mr. Willmott
{Sussex) on the ground of ill-health,

On motion by Mr. Tonkin, leave of ab-
sence for one week granted to Mr. Raphael
(Vietoria Park) on the ground of ille
health.
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ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Eleventh Day—Conclusion.
Debate resumed from the previous day,

MR. J. HEGNEY (Middle Swan) [4.37]:
I desire to take the opportunity to offer
some observations on the Specch of the
Lieut.-Governor.  Criticism has been lev-
elled at the Speech mainly on the ground
that it was very short, Although it was
sueeinet, it indicated that the Government
would give attention to neeessary micasures
to assist the Commonwealth efforts to bring
the terrible war now raging to a successful
conclusion, and do other things requisite to
provide for the financial needs as well as
the normal vequirements of the State.

One matter upon which I wish to compli-
ment the Government and particularly the
Premier is the suecess of the endeavour to
secure the expenditure on industrial develop-
ment in Western Australia of a consider-
able amount of money raised for Common-
wealth defence purposes. Ever since the be-
ginning of the war the Premier has lost no
opportanity to make strong representations
to Commonwealth Ministers and depart-
ments whenever he made contact with them,
and also to use the machinery of the State,
in order to ensure that as much work as pos-
sible for defence purposes would be done
here. Only now are his efforts bearing fruit,
inasmuch as the Commonwealth proposes to
spend a million and a half of inoney in
Western Australia for the manufacture of
munitions. The workers at Midland June-
tion particularly and the trade union move-
ment generally have been responsible for a
good deal of propaganda to the end
that our man-power should be utilised
to produee munitions of war, and that at
least a fair proportion of Commonwealth
money should be spent in Western Aus-
tralia. I compliment the Premier upon his
persisteney and upon his indefatirable
efforts to have some of this work done here.
The proposal is to erert an annexe to the
Midland Junetion Workshops with the objeet
of producing those requirements that West-
ern Australian workmanship is eapable of
nndertaking. That will mean mneh for this
State, and instead of all the defence money
being expended in the more populous States,
Western Aunstralia will sharve it at least to
a small degree. We have not only competent
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tradesmen already, bot young men who
could be trained to do a great deal in this
respect. Many skilled fitters and turners
who have passed out of the workshops at the
age of 65 could also be made use of. Quali-
fied men who have served their time &s iron
turners have been engaged in selling machin-
ery in the agricultural areas, but because of
the difficulties eonfronting primary indus-
tries they have had to cease their activities
and are now looking for employment else-
where. The services of many of those men
would also be available. The Technical Col-
lege is capable of training men for this class
of work, and it would be all to the good for
Western Australia that it should give them
that training

When the Minister for Lands was speak-
ing the other night I made an interjection
with regard to the £15,000 the Common-
wealth Government is making available for
Teachnical College aectivities in this State.
Very often when the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment makes money available, a tag is
attached to it. The State Government is
twitted with not bhaving made full uwse of
the money, whereas it really has nothing to
do with its allocation and subsequent expen-
diture. I understand the £15,000 is not a
direct gift from the Commonwealth Govern-
ment, and that the expenditure must be
anthorised from Canberra. Even if machin-
ery is purchased for installation at our Tech-
nical College, I am told that the machinery
itself will still belong to the Commonwealth.
I trust, however, that the money will prove
to be a direct grant to the State, and will
be used to build up the Technical College
and equip it as it should he equipped.
Money spent in that direction would be well
spent. Not only would the Technieal Col-
lege then be able to train men to earry oub
war services, but when the war is over
would prove of untold benefit to the State.

A good deal of eriticism has been levelled
at the wagos system of Australia during the
present depression, particularly as it affects
this State. The complaint made by
members is that, because of the labour
conditions obtaining here, we are un-
able to compete with the Eastern States.
That was advanced as criticism of the
Labour (Government, At election time
people said, “What advantage has the
Labour Government given the workers of
this State?” Now, after the elections, eriti-
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cism is levelled at the State Government for
giving wages and conditions to the workers
that are in advance of what appertain in
the Eastern States. It is a sad commentary
on our wages system to find that the judges
of the Federal Arbitration Court, who have
spent so many years of their lives dealing
with industrial legislation, and in acquiring
knowledge about all the industries of Aus-
tralia, should make the observations they
did regarding the system. I bring to the
notice of members the remarks of Mr. Jus-
tice Beeby on the 12th August, when he was
dealing with the wages system. He said—

A vital question on which the judges con-
fessed themselves without clear guidance was
“should the basic wage be determined on 2
minimum nceded to keep a family on a reason-
able standard or on the amount industry eould
pay.’”’ ““The industrial people of this country
should share in inereased productivity arising
from the joint effort of all factors,”’ the Chief
Judge declared. ‘'They should share in the
form of a higher standard of living, but the
thing is to find a measuring rod. Quite frankly,
all our wage fixation has heen an expedient.
‘We have done the best we can in the circum-
stances to find a minimum standard for the
community. 'We have no rules to show what
share of total production should go in wages,
profits and public services. We have fo con-
sider the aceepted distribuvtion in various couvn-
tries and get as near to a working basis a3 we
can,”’

Judge OMara said that he was not satisfied
that the way to fix the basic wage was to de-
cide the highest industry could afford, instead
of ascertaining what was necessary to supply
the needs of a tamily. How could the eapacity
of industry to pay be discovered. -

These observations were made by judges of
the Commonwealth Arbitration Court and
they constitute a sad commentary on our
wages sygtem. Apparently Mr. Justice
Becby and Mr. Justice O’Mara are nof
satisfied with the system as a means of in-
dicating what shonld be the normal require-
ments of a man, his wife and three children,
and feel that it does not disclose what in-
dustry can afford to pay. In other words,
the system is merely an expedient. Aus-
tralia ought to be able to devise a better
system than that, having regard to the need
of the worker, his wife and children, and
the responsibilities that devolve upon them.
Undoubtedly Australian industrial econdi-
tions have improved, although certain
people eontend to the contrary. Recently
in the Commonwealth Arbitration Court
certain people gave evidence.in support of
an increase in the hasic wage. As some
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members may have overlooked that evidence,
I propose to tell them what is happening
in industry in Australia, Mr, John Lindsay,
formerly a lecturer in economics at the
Western Australian University and now
Director of Labour Research for the Labour
Council of New South Wales, said that in
the case of 79 key companies having an
aggregate capital of £123,000,000, for the
year 1938-39 the net profit increased by
£3,800,000, or 36.8 per cent eompared with
1936.

Mr. Abbott: And they paid 6 per eent.
on the capital.

Mr. J. HEGNEY : The reserves of these
companies increased by £15,200,000, repre-
senting an improvement of 40.3 per cent
in the total reserves compared with 1936.
I have here a statement of profits made by
companies during ome period of six months
of peace and during another period of six
months of war. The figures of the nine
large companies I have coliected all show
increases during those two periods. The
Celonial Sugar Refining Company increased
its profit during that period by £100,000.
Australian  Consolidated Industries in-
ereased its profit from £342,000 to £351,000,
an addition of £9,000. Goldshrough, Mort
and Co., Ltd, increased its profit from
£120,000 to £201,000, or £81,000 additional.
Wunderlich, Ltd., increased its profit from
£60,000 to £63,000. Anthony Horderns’
profit increased from £108,000 to £111,000.
Younghusband Ltd. increased its profit
from £28,000 to £42000. Woolworths
(W.A.} Ltd. increased its profit from
£24500 to £32,600, a margin to ‘the
good of £8,100. Edward Dunlop Lid.
had an increased profit of £42,600, as
against £40,000 for the previous year. The
profit made by Woolworths (N.5.W.)
Ltd. Tose from #£271,000 to £272,000.
Generally speaking, the dividends of 150
Australian companies were maintained.
One need only look at their balance sheets,
published in the Press, to become aware
of the fact. Even as regards our own
State, we know that profits have been
maintained. The Swan Brewery Co., West
Australian Newspapers Ltd., the Swan
Portland Cement Co., and many other eom-
panies operating here are shown to have
made considerable profits.

Mrs, Cardell-Olivér: You would not have
it otherwise, would yon?
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Mr. J. HEGNEY: That is what their
balance sheets shew. In ihis State the
eriticism levelled is that because of wages
and conditions here it is impossible for in-
dnstry to pay, or earry on. As a represen-
tative of the people I say the most essen-
tial need of the eommunity is to provide
a wage enabling a man, his wife and child-
ren to live in comparative ecomfort, having
regard not only to the needs of the man
and his family at the present time but also
to s security in the community as a
human being. But what do we find as re-
gards the persons who rake off profits
from industry throughont Australia? In
the Arbitration Conrt they use all the
forees of the law to prevent the workers
from sharing in any ingreased profits
made—sharing in such profits by better
pety and better conditions. If the direc-
tors and managers of industry receive a
fair share of the profits for their efforts,
then T contend the workers should partiei-
pate in inereased profits. But that is not
the rule in industry. The rule is to try
to prevent the workers from iwproving
their position, to keep wages down to the
lowest minimum. T have here some evitiec-
isms offered hy the member for Subiaco
{Mrs. Cardell-Oliver) and even by they
member for North DPerth (Mr. Abbott)
practieally urging that Western Austrahan
standards should he reduced.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: No.

Mr. Abbott: That is incorrect. T would
like to sce the workers raised from sus-
tenance and put in jobs.

Mr, J. HEGNEY: Those two hon., mem-
hers said that Western Australia should
reduce its standards so as to enable the
State to compete with South Australia and
the FEast.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: That is not so.

Mr. J. HEGNEY: I will read for the
edification of the member for Subiaco, who
possihly does not know what she says in
this Chamber, her utterances on the sub-
teet. She said—

Our industries have not increased. The rea-
son for this was diselosed in the cessation of
operations at the McPhersons factery, Bays-
water.

Now listen to this, If I have not inter-
preted the words of the member for Subiaco
aright, I will withdraw.
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1f our laws and regulations are such that
thig particular company could not compete
against firms in the East, then, secing that
every such factory is needed today, it becomes
the bounden duty of the Government to alter
those laws and regwlations, so that such fae-
tories may continue to funection,

Murs. Cardell-Oliver: You are including—

Mr. J. UEGNEY : The only inference to
be drawn from those words of the hon.
nmember is that because of allegedly high
wages and pgood conditions in Western,
Australia the condition of workers here
must he dragged down to the condition of
workers in South Australia,

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: Never!

My. ), HEGNEY: The hon. memher
meant that the industrial laws and regula-
tions of this country should he brought
down to the South Australian level.

Mrs, Cardell-Oliver: No!

Mr. J. HEGNEY: In South Austraha
a National Government has ruled for three
vears, Out on the election platform, of
course these hon. members tell a different
tale. They would not attempt to advoocate
that for the workers from the platform.
But within these walls, knowing that very
few people read ‘‘Hansard,”’ they make
sugrestions of that nature. Now I come
to MecPhersons factory at Bayswater,
whieh reeently closed down. I remember
meeting Mr. Fowler, who was running a
factory just on the other side of Bays-
water, He desired to interview the Minis-
ter for Industrial Development. I arranged
with the Minister and the seeretary of the
department, Mr. Macartney, to visit Mr.
Fowler’s factory. IHe was anpxious to
obtain financial assistanee from the depart-
ment. He stated that competition from
MePhersons in Victoria was very keen,
making the position extremely difficult for
him. Further, he stated that he had not
sufficient funds to enable him to earry on.
As the Minister for Works mentioned here
recently, the Government advanced Mr.
Fowler £800 or £900, and Mr. Fowler repaid
the amount. But MecPhersons of Victoria
eame here and bought ont Mr. Fowler, and
then made him their manager. Now they
have done what every strong company has
done where competition is keen—absorhed
the competitor and closed downm his husi-
negs. Thercupon the Government is eriti-
cised for not doing anything to maintain
Fowlers in existence. The set policy of
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MePhersons was to destroy eompetition in
Western Australia.

Mpry, Cardell-Oliver: Why did not the Gov-
ernment take over the factory?

Mr. J. HEGNEY : If the Lahour Govern-
ment of this State took over MePhersons of
Bayswater, or anything that came into com-
petition with them, she would be the very
first to denounce the Government for en-
tering into business activities. She would
flagellate the Government for entering into
<ompetition with commereial activities.

Several members interjected.
Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. J. HEGNEY: The factory was em.
vloying boys, and men too, at reasonably
decent wages, having regard to Western
Anstralian standards. Now the plea is
advanced that the factory was not able to
employ as many hoys as it could employ in
Vietoria. That is the eriticism which is
levelled at our Labour Government and its
activity in trying to establish industries here
—that the Western Australian industrial
level is not as low as the Vietorian level.
That is the ouly inference to be drawn, and
that was the tenor of the eriticism she in-
dulged in, together with others sitting on the
Opposition side of the House. In my
opinion, we should do our best to sce that the
most satisfactory conditions should apply
and the highest wages possible paid instead
of endeavouring to break down cxisting con-
ditions and lower present day wage stand-
ards. The Government is confronted with
diffieulty in providing employment for those
thrown out of industry. A feature of the
present capitalistic system is that when em-
ployers have no further use for workers,
those men are dismissed, and thereafter they
become dependent upon the Government for
|ustenanee.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: And vour Govern-
ment gives themn a shilling a day!

Mr. J. HEGNEY: With regard to
MecPhersons, the contention was advanced
that the Workers’ Compensation Act was a
deterrent to industry and that eonditions and
wages prescribed by the Arbitration Court
had a detrimental effect, Those conditions
and wages represent merely the minima
applicable to industry. The member for
Bubiace (Mrs. Cardell-Oliver) has never
worked in a factory and does not know what
the conditions are.
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much about them. .

Mr, SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. J. HEGNEY: The hon. member does
not know what it is to toil and sweat in an
industry, and she knows nothing about the
importance of conditions. As for erities who
urged that the employment of boy labour
should be intreduced here to a greater extent
so that certain industries eould eompete with
those operating in the Eastern States, I trust
that our better standards will be maintained,
not relaxed. MePhersons sct out with the
object of absorbing Fowler’s undertaking,
and sueceeded in the task. Iossibly we shall
find that other industries will be placed in
a similar position. We produced excellent
jam in this State bub because of tho
dumping proclivities of Joncs, the Tas-
manian manufacturer, he was able to
undersell the loeal produet in our own
home market, Does tle member for
Subiace urge that the Government, in con-
sequence, should embark upon the manu-
facture of jam herc? The member for Subi-
aco and many of her eolleagues would be
the first to denounce such a move,

Hon. C. G Latham: There would be a
general mess if you did take it up.

Mr. Hughes: At any rate, would it not
be ag well for the Government, when it next
advances money under such conditions, to
tie the firm up so that it eannot he ab-
sorbed ?

Mr. J. HEGNEY: Probably so, but we
can zll be wise after the event.

Mr. Hughes: There is plenty of time left.

Mr. J. HEGNEY: Some eriticism has
been levelled at the Employment Depart-
ment. While at one stage it may have heen
possible to influence officers of that depart-
ment to place this or that man in work, my
experience is that those conditions have
heen altered during the past 18 months.
That arose in consequence of the men them-
selves submitting a proposal to the Minister
that the man who had been out of work
longest should have the first call upon jobs
available. As far as possible, the depart-
mental officers are sharing out the work most
fairly and are adhering religiously to that
principle. No member can find fault with
them in that respect. If one man has been
out of work for six weeks and another for
o month, the former is given the first pre-
ference. Further criticism has been lev-
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elled against the Government because of the
number of men still out of work, and the
member for Subiace, in the course of her
specch said—

Wo are told there are still over 6,000 unem-

ployed who are dependent upon the Govern-
ment for relief work and yet Labour takes 25,
from each of those men with the objeet of
bolstering up its political party. It makes my
bleod boil. .
That sort of eriticism has done service for
many years past. As a matter of fact, many
of the workers in rceeipt of Government re-
lief are not members of the A W.U. at all.
That body has seeured awards governing
wages and conditions for men on works out-
side the metropolitan area. But where men
are employed in various activities and there
are appropriate industrial organisations
such as those covering water supply em-
plovees, municipal employees and so on,
the workers naturally pay certain fees to
the unions to which they belong. What are
those paymenis for? The object is, through
their membership of the union, to securve
industrial protection and also protection
from unseen methods. T have had long ex-
perience in the trade union movement and
still retain my membership. I know that
when men are down and out, when they are
in difficulties with regard to wages, compen-
sation claims and so om, their union is the
only body to which they can turn for aid.
I ean say without fear of suecessful contra-
diction that those industrial organisations
have on many oceasions been able to assist
men {o secure justice, to straighten out their
diffieultics and to make the way clear for
them. The payment of 25s, that the mem-
ber for Subiaco referred to covers the cost
of union membership, and any proportion
paid to the Australian Labour Party in the
form of affiliation fees, would form a very
small part of that payment. In any event,
no such payment ean be made unless the in-
dustrial erganisation itself has decided upon
that eounrse.

The member for Subiaco suggested that
members of the Government were subserib-
ing towards Communist affiliations. She
dealt with the propaganda leaflet placed in
letter boxes throughout Subiaco, and sug-
gested that similar distribution had been
made in other districts. I do not know how
any member of this Chamber could hold
the Government vesponsible for the distribu-
tion of that leaflet or of any other form of
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propaganda of such a deseription. No State
Goverminent could he held respensible in
the eireumstances, yet the member for Subi-
aco criticised the Government on that secore,
1 have no doubt that the hon. member has
sineec found out all about the leaflet beecaunse
I saw her in company with a person who
could provide her with all the requisite in-
formation. She probably now knows who
wrote the article and distribated it, and is
acquainte] with its sonrce, She also sug-
gested that members sitting on the Govern-
nent side of the House believe in the Karl
Marx doetrine of the material coneeption of
history. That c¢harge ecannot be levelled
against me because I do not believe in that
doctrine. There is no doubt that our ecou-
omie system caonol continue as at present.
If there is no improvement in the standards

enjoved by our people and a better
social system is not inaugurated, there
ean be no alternative to Communism.

That is what wil] happen if under demo-
cracy, as we know it, the position of the
workers is not improved. Demoeracy must
face up to the realities of the situation. If
our economie position is such that we have
large numbers of uwnemployed workers and
other workers struggling all the time, (he
only alternative is some form of communisn.
It will not be fascism.

My, Marshall: Absolutely right.

Mr. J. HEGNEY: The member for
Subiaco ought to read a little more on this
subject. She should read about the old-
time conditions under which workers lab-
oured and of their exploitation by capital-
istic organisations. Our only alternative is
to have a strong democracy; and at the pre-
sent time the only safegnard againgt com-
munism in Australia is a strong and virile
Labour movement.

Mrs, Cardell-Oliver: Your party has been
in power for 15 years.

Mr. J. BEEGNEY: And a great deal of
work remains to be done before we reach
our ideal. In Europe and other countries
the conditions of the people have become so
bad and their exploitation has been so great
that perforee they have accepted commun-
ism; and they are keen on their propagands
activitics. A great deal of what is pro-
pounded by the communist party has much
sound sense in it. If our democracy fails
to function, if the many extravagances
existing in our community are not eradi-
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cated, if all the Governments of Australia
do not join in trying to improve the condi-
tions of our workers—and not only our
workers but also our farmers and others—I
say the only alternative is communism, A
great many people in this State have studied
the ecommunistie activities of Russia.

Mr. Mann: You would not support com-

munisit, surely!

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. J. HEGNEY: I tell the member for
Beverley (Mr. Mana) that I do not helieve
in the materialistic concept of history. I am
not a communist; but a great many people
in this State—among them some of our
leading eitizens—a few months ago were en-
deavouring to establish cultural relationships
with the U.8.8.R.

Mr, Mann: They were cranks.

Mr, J. HEGNEY: Professor Beasley was
one of them and Dr. Le Fann, the Angliean
Archbishop, another. Ineluded in the num-
ber were other leading citizens. They formed
themselves into an organisation—no doubt
with honest intentions—to study what was
happening in Russia and to establish eul-
tural relationships with that country. The
British Government is defipitely in difficul-
ties because of the withdrawal of Franece's
help in fighting faseism. At the outhreak
of the war, the British Government was
doing its utmost to negotiate a treaty with
the Russian Government, Unfortunately, it
did not succeed, but the Germans succeeded
in negotiating an agreement with Russia.

Hon. C. G. Latham: A trade agreement.

Mr. J. HEGNEY: Sincc then the PBritish
Government has sent an ambassador to
Russia with the object of improving its re-
lationships with that eountry.

Member: A good Labour man!

Mr, SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. J. HEGNEY: As a matter of fact, he
wag expelled from the Labour Party in Eng-
land. The party, not being a supporter of
communism, got rid of him, just as the
Labour Party in Australia gets rid of any
known communist in its movement. Often-
times opponents of Labour are only too
quick to use such men for their own pur-
poses.

Member: Sir Stafford Cripps was not s
communist.

Mr. J. HEGNEY: He was expelled from
the Labour Party in England. The mernber
for Subiaco complained about disunity in
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the Labour Party. I presume she was allud-
ing to the Federa! Labour Party, which she
said was hindering the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment in its war activities. The disunity
in the Labour Party in Viectoria, and par-
tienlarly in New South Wales, is due to the
activities of communists,

Mrs, Cardell-Oliver: That is just what I
say.

Mr. J. HEGNEY: They got into the
party, which has been trying to expel them.
The hon. member suggests that disunity in
the Federal Labour Party is preventing a
united war effort in the Commonwealth.
She need not go further than her own party
to realise the disynity existing hetween that
party and the Country Party. We know
only too well that the Country Party leader,
Mr. Cameron

Mr. Thorn interjected.

Mr. SPEAKER: I must ask the member
for Toodyay to keep order.

Mr. J. HEGNEY: We know only too
well that Mr. Cameron ean bring the
Federal Government to heel. On numerous
occasions he has threatened the Prime
Minister with resignations; even after the
Government has made decisions he has gone
behind its back and the Government has
had to capitulate. Talk about disunity!
There is certainly a great deal of disunity
there.

Mr. Mann: You are making a very ramh-
ling speech to-night,

Mr. J. HEGNEY : Every member of the
Labour Council has pledged bimself against
communism and any other political party,
and that is more than is demanded from
members of the party of which the member
for Subiaco is one, No pledge is required
of members of that party. Many business
men in this eommunity, men who play an
important part in industry, have subseribed
to the tenets of the communist party. I
know of several.

Mr. Mann: Rot!

Mr. J, HEGNEY: The hon. member may
say “rot.”

Mr. Mann: I am just as conversant with

them as you are.

Mr. J. HEGNEY: The hon. member
knows full well what happened in Holland
and other countries owing to the activities
of fifth columnists. The hon. member is
not aware of what is going on here.

Mr. Mann interjected,
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Mr, Marshall: 1t must be hurting.
Mr. SPEAKER : Order!

Mr. J. HEGNEY: A member of another
place nrged a reduction in the number of
members of Parliament. I think the sug-
gestion a good one. If half Parliament was
eut off, it would be all to the good.

Several members interjected.

Mr. J. HEGNEY: I know members are
interested in the half that should be cut off,
The hon. member in question suggested that
the number of memhers of the Legislative
Couneil should be reduced from 30 to 20,
and the number of members in this Cham-
ber from 50 to 35. That would be a eum-
bersome method to adopt, In my opinion
there should be one Legislature, one body to
enact such legislation as is required. No
matter what Government is in power, be it
Country Party, National, or communist, it
should funetion in the interests of the
people who elected it, It should have the
right to put its policy into operation and
to be judged by the people. At present we
have what is known as the bi-cameral
system in Australia. We also have that
system in the TFederal sphere. The
Senate could easily be abolished, be-
cause no matter what Government is
in power—although the Senate is sup-
posed to be a States Houwse—it repre-
sents the party with a majority there,
That is fundamental. If a National-
Cowniry Party Government has control—
as in fact has heen the case for some
years——the Senate is only an echo of that
Government. Again, if the Labour Party
is in power in the House of Representa-
tives and has a majority in the Senate, the
same thing happens: the Senate i3 just an
echo. Tt would be of great advantage if
the Senate were abolished. In one State
the Legislative Counecil was eliminated and
I venture to suggest that the legislation
enacted by that Parliament compares mare
than favourably with that passed by other
State Parliaments throughont the Common-
wealth. That indicates the desirability of
the aholition of the Legislative Couneil of
Western Australin. There is & very limited
franchise in eonnection with the legisla-
tive Council. The resnlt is that thousands
of young men who have enlisted with a
view to fighting in the interests of the
country in any part of the world have no
voice in the election of members to that
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Chamber. When war service is under con-
sideration, those young men are the first
line of defence. They are called upon to
defend not only their own interests but
the interests of property, which members
of another place are supposed {o represent,
It is high time that Parliament was recon-
stituted and the other Chamber aholished.

Although the country is in a state of war,
I hope the Government will not lose sight
of the need for legislation in the interests
of the people of this State. One im-
portant measure that shouwld be re-intro-
duced is the amendment of the Faectories
and Shops JAet to give protection to
wnmen employees between the hours of 12
midnight and 6 am. A Bill to make pro-
vigion of that kind was defeated in an-
other place last session, but sueh a measure
is extremely necessary. The Bill was de-
feated by people who say they have no
party interests, but who do represent the
vested interests of this country. In the
main they are members of or contributors
to the United Australin Party. I hope the
Government will re-introduce the Bill for
the benefit of women who work in the early
hours of the morning. Most members at
all events will agree that legislation of that
kind will not serionsly interfere with in-
dustry. It will certainly be all to the
good if Parliament c¢an ensure that those
young women, the future mothers of our
race, are home in their beds between the
hours of 12 midnight and 6 o’clock in the
morning. The Government should also re-
introduce the measure to provide for third-
party insurznece. An amendment of the
Traffie Aet along those lines is long over-
due.

Shortly we shall be facing a Federat
election. I am not a candidate for the
Federal election, but I hope the time is
not far distant when we shall have a sys-
tem of child endowment on a Comman-
wealth basis, and a national insurance
seheme providing for nnemployment. Such
meagares are long overdue. It does not
appear as thongh we can expect anything
from the Nationalist organisation or the
United Australia Party as it is ealled.
Whenever such issues have been raised in
the past, that party has appointed Royal
Commissions to investigate them, and that
has heen the end of the matter. I remem-
ber that on one oceasion what was known
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as the Piddington Basic Wage Commission
was appointed to determine a decent hasie
wage for the Commonwealth. Mr. Pidding-
ton submitted a report but his figures were
considered to he altogether too high for
industry to pay. Again, an election was
fought on the child endowment issue. For
two years a Royul Commission investi-
gated that subject. A minority report was
submitted wrging that the basic wage he
fixed for a man and his wife and that an
allowance of 5s. be added for each child.
That scheme, however, was shelved. A
plan for national insurance was investi-
gated for two vears. Experts were brought
from the other side of the world to inves-
tizate the subject, recommendations were
made and legislation based on those recom-
mendations was passed. The legislation,
however, was never given cffeet. Only the
other day one of the Commorwealth Minis-
ters, Sir Frederiek Stewart, said—

Two yvears ago the same type of economic
adviser persvaded the Commonwealth Govern-
moent that Australin conld not afford to provide
£2 000,000 a year to implement national insur-
ance legislation alrendy enacted. Yet in that
time we have accepted war eommitments ap-

proaching £400,000,000 and are still far from
a state of financial equilibrium,

Hon. members will recall the ecriticisia
throughout Australia in relation to the
banking system. It was urged that an
amendment should be made to the Common-
wenlth Bank Aect, that the Bank should be
made to function in the people’s interests
and that the private banks should not have
s0 much influence over the Commonwealta
Bank. The matter was an issue at the Fed-
eral election. Listening to the eriticism,
the Commonwealth Government onee more
appointed a Royal Commission, this time
to investigate the banking svstem of Aus-
tralia. A very representative personnel was
chosen and the Commission sat for a long
period—almost two years, I think, Every
hon. member of this House received a eopy
of the Commission’s report, but from that
day to this, notwithstanding the fact that
members of the House of Representatives
urged that certain action should be taken to
implement the Commission’s findings, none
of the proposals has been given effect. Some
Country Party members asked that a mort-
gage bank be established for the benefit of
the agricultural community in order that
tarmers might have reasonable accommoda-
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tion when desired. Nothing, however, has
been done in the matter.

When Sir Earle Page was Leader of the
Country Party and Commonwealth Treas-
urer, he said that the Commonwealth Bank
Act would be amended. Ax a matter of fact
it was actually amended. A Bill was passel
dealing with Commonwealth housing and
£10,000,000 was set aside for the building
of workers’ homes throughout Anstralia.
Yot one house, however, has been -erected
under that scheme. The wheat industry was
faced with diffienlty, just as it is teday. The
snbject has heen a bone of contention in the
Commonwealth Parliament for many years.
Eventually a Wheat Commission was ap-
pointed to investigate that industry and
wake representations to Parliament with a
view to putting the industry on a sound
and satisfactory basis. Once again, how-
aver, nothing has been done. To my miad
the time is ripe for a ehange of Government
in the Fedeval sphere,

Much eriticism has been offered on the
subjeet of finance and enee more the mem-
ber for Murchison (Mr. Marshall) is raising
his perennial motion relating to a reform of
the financial system. Members on this side
of the House, having the interests of the
whole of the community at heart, are con-
stantly endeavouring to secure the best
possible eonditions for the whole of our
people and for our industries, but there is
little donbt in my mind that our difficulties
must inercase becanse of the huge and ever-
growing burden of interest that the country
has to bear. The revenue of the State
amounts to ahout £11,000,000 a year and, in
addition, we raise other funds by way of
loan, but betore any social benefits are made
available to the people and, indeed, before
any of the services are paid for, interest
commitments have to be paid to the bhond-
holders. I am not snggesting that our obli-
gations in this direction should he repudi-
ated, but I am pointing out the huge burden
that interest charges impose upon our small
community. Our interest commitments re-
present approximately 41 per cent. of our
revenne, and the proportion is inereasing,

As the member for Perth (Mr. Hughes)
stated when discussing the burden of the
war debt, Britain’s indebtedness incurred for
the Napoleonic wars has not yet been met.
During the 1914-18 war Australia ineurred
a war debt of £1,000,000,000, rnd that in-
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debtedness bas not been met. The present
war has been raging searcely 12 months and,
according to the statement of one of the
Federal Ministers, a debt of £100,000,000
has already been incurred by the Common-
wealth. If we have to meet the interest pay-
ments on that large amount, the guestion
arises as to how long the people will be able
to bear the burden. Should we be unzble
to mect our obligations, we shall be in diffi-
culties, but the ever-growing interest burden
means that less money will be available to
provide for the needs of the people and
build up a Commonwealth of which we
might justly be proud.

Mr. Berry: If we contioue in the future
83 we have don® in the past, each person
in 70 years’ time will be asked to pay infer-
est at the rate of £3,700 a year,

My, J. HEGNEY: The questions of war
debts, national debls and monetary reform
are of vital importance to the whole of the
people of the Comunonwealth,

I wish to support the statement made by
the member for Toodyay (Mr. Thorn) last
evening abont the Judge Rutherford organi-
sation. Yesterday a pamphlet was handed
to me entitled “Freedom or Romanism$”
and I venture to say that anybody who reads
it can eome to only one coneclusion, namely,
that it conzists of mendacity and seurrility
from hegining to end. This vilifieation of
a large section of the community should not
be tolerated. The organisation has reeeived
some attention from the Commonwealth, but
a stop should he put to the civenlation of this
sort of stuff—vilifying, calumniating and
traducing a large scetion of the community
for which theve is no foundation in faect.
Everybody is entitled to hold hiz own re-
ligions convictions and to practise the re-
tizion in which he believes withont let or
hindranee, but when an organisation dis-
tributes sueh vile stuff, it is time that the
State or Commonwealth, in the interests of
good government, took action. Quite ve-
eently in England a judge dealt with a num-
ber of members of the organisation who
objected fo military service. I am not at
nresent concerned with the justice or other-
wise of their ohjection, but this is the re-
port of the judge’s remarks—

T want to say publicly, with all the force
I possess, that there is the gravest doubt in
my mind about the bona fides of this organisa-
tion and the people it employs.'’ This was the
pronouncement of Judge C. J. Frankland,

[ASSEMBLY.]

president of a Conseientious Objectors’ Tri-
bunal, held at Manchester last week, after
tengthy questioning of two Jehovah’s Witnes-
ses who sought unconditional registration as
consecientions objectors.

These people arce cntitled to helieve what
they like and practise their docirines, but
they have no right to go about pestering
other people and distributing matter that can
only cause annoyance.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. A.
H. Panton--Leederville) [3.37]: While
listening to the remarks of some members,
the idea oceurred to me of appealing to the
Premier not to bring down in future an
opening Specch that was so short.  Scem-
ingly the shorter the Speech, the longer is
the dechate on the Address-in-repty and the
more varied the debate, Naturally there has
been a good deal of diseussion about the war,
especially as to whether the Commonwealth
has made preparations for defence as
thoroughly as it should have done. My ex-
perience over the last 40 years or more has
convineed me that whenever there has been
a war, there has always besn someone in an
arm-chair who could win it more easily
than eould those in charge of operations,
I have no intention of criticising the activi-
ties of the Commonweslth or anyone else in
regard to the war. Although, in this matter,
T am probably closer to the Premier and to
the Commonwrealth Government than are
most memhbers of this House, I admit that T
am not sufficiently aequainted with what is
being done to be in a position to criticise.
Muchk has been said as to what we in this
State onght to do. I assure members that
quite a lot has been done here. Still, those
are matters I do not propose to discuss to-
night. Either tomorrow or on Tuesday next,
T expect to have an opportunity to deal
somewhat with that phase. All I now wish
to say on the point is that I consider mem-
hers ill-advised to eriticise this Government
ot that Government without being fully ac-
quainted with the facts.

I had no intention of intervening in this
debate, but yvou, Mr. Speaker, reminded me
when I interjeeted the other night that inter-
icetions were disorderly, and the member for
Subiaco {Mrs. Cardell-Oliver) suggested that
I should leave the Chamber. Thus I have
heen dragged into the debate, and for that
I am exceedingly sorry. However, the mem-
ber for Subiaco is responsible for my being
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on my fect at the moment. Last Thursday
night she dealt with the question of s.p.
shops. I have no intention of dealing with
that subjeet beyond saying that the longer
I live the more astounded I become at the
futility and stupidity of people who try to
make money out of backing horses. The hon.
member, in the course of her remarks, spoke
very definitcly—there was no question about
the definiteness of her statement—as fol-
lows:—

If a complaint is made to the police, they
reply that members of Parliament wish the
trade to continue. That has been said to me
time and again.

That was a very definite statement, She
did not accuse the Governmnent or the party,
but aceused members of this Parliement.
There are 80 members of Parliament, in-
cluding berself, thus leaving 79 to bear the
aceusation. My interjection was, “What
policeman said that?’ and her answer was
just as definite, “Commissioner Hunter.”
Those statements and accusations were very
severe. I was convinced in my own mind
that even if the Commissioner of Police had
such a thought he would not be likely to
convey it to the hon. member or to anyone
else. T stated that I did not propose, as a
member of Parliament, to accept that aceu-
sation, and that I intended to find out what
Commissioner Hunter had to say about it.
The Commissioner had read the “West Aus-
tralian” before I rang him up, as I did
first thing the following morning. The Com-
missioner emphatically denied that he had
said anything of the kind. He sent me a
copy of the shorthand notes of the deputa-
tion introdueced by the member for Subiaco
to him on the 21st April, 1939. T went carve-
fully through those notes, which disclose
that not one word of this matter eropped
up. [t may be said we ean ignore that sort
of thing. There is, however, such a reeord
as “Hansard.” I am not worrying so much
ahout the Press, because newspapers are
probably read to-day and forgotten to-
morrow, but “Hansard” ean be produced in
three months, six months or at any time.
The hon. member or anyone else can then
say, “This is what was said. No one
attempted to deny it, and consequently it
must be trne.” That is the usnal practice.
T determined either to get confirmation from
the Commissioner of Police or to have the
statement refuted. The statement appears
in “‘Hansard,” in definite terms, and it is
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only fair to the Commissioner of Police,
irrespective of the attack on members of
Parliament, that his denial should also ap-
pear in “Hansard.” I pointed out that it
was not of much use for me to deny the
statement on his behalf. He would have no
right to come here and deny it. I, there-
fore, asked him to put in writing what he
had said about the matter, I propose to
read his minute, so that it will appear in
“Hansard” as a denial of the remarks of
th?dmember for Subiaeo. This is what he
said—

With reference 1o onr conversation of even
date regarding the uassertions made by Mrs.
Cardell-Oliver, ML.A., in the Legislative As-
sembly on the 15th inst., when speaking on
starting-price betting, and the coupling of my
name with same, I have to repoert for your 1n-
formation that on the 21st April, 1939, & depu-
tation, 2 member of which wag Mra, Cordel-
Oliver, M.I..A., waited upon me in connection
with the suppression of starting-price betting.
A copy of the shorthand notes taken at such
deputation is attached.

These notes were returned at the Commis-
sioner’s request because the copy was the
only one he had.

Before the deputation took place Mrs. Car-
dell-Oliver came along about five minutes be-
fore the other members and informally dis-
cussed starting-price betting with me, T drew
Mrs, Cardell-Oliver’s attention to several of
my annuval reports in which I had asked Parlia-
ment to legislate in regard to the matter, and
said that if Parliament desired the evil
stamped out it was in the members’ hands,
Definitely I did not say to Mrs. Cardell-Oliver
that the members were behind starting-price
betting.

Would you please return the notes of the
deputation, as I have not another copy.
That is quite different from what was so defl-
nitely put forward by the member for
Subiaco, She said that if a complaint was
made to the police, they replied that mem-
bers of Parliament wished the trade to con-
tinue.  When asked who had made that
statement, she replied, “Commissioner Hun-
ter.”” The minute I have read is signed “D
Hunter, Commissioner of Police.” At least
we shall have the statement of the Commis-
sioner of Police as to what he did say on
this subject in the same “Hansard” in which
appears the definite statement of the hon.
memher. The member for Subiaco made
many statements. I have no desire to deal
drastically with her in any way. This is one
of her statements—

For national discord as we have allowed it
to he preached with impunity, and for the
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activities of the subversive elements, the re-
gponsibility rests almost entirely with the
Government.

The hon. member read estracts from a eir-
cular which she snid was unsigned, but when
the member for Forrest (Mr. Holman)} was
speaking, she said it was signed by a com-
munist. Two minutes later she said—

Demoeracy must fall if those who form de-

mocraey become divided by hatreds as the
writer of this paper and the Labour Party
have preached.
There is no doubt that those two statements,
together with the eircular that was read,
which she eveniually admitted had heen
signed by a communist, constituted an en-
deavour to link up the Labour Party with
Communism. I take exception to that, not
as a member of the Government, becanse 1
am not worrying about that, but on behalf
of the Labour I’arty, of which I am also a
member, The Communist Party is weil
known for its subversive and disloyal aetivi-
ties. As a member of the Labour Party, I
do not propose to be linked up with it. I
shall make no apologies for communists.
That party has always been disloyal, not
only to the Empire and Great Britain but
to itself. I do not care whether professors
of the University or other people desire to
be linked up with Communism, but I de-
clare that the Labour Party does not pro-
pose to be linked up with it and never would
be so linked. I venture to say that the Com-
munist Party does not like the National
Party and has very little love for the Coun-
try Party.

Hon, C. G, Latham: None st all.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: But it
bates the Labour Party, as Hitler hates Eng-
land, for the same reason that Hitler hates
England. England is standing as the bul-
wark between Hitler and bis domination of
the world. Communists have told me that
the reason why they hate the Labour Party
is that that party stands as a hulwark be-
tween them and their ideals of revolution.

Hon. €. G. Latham: That may he froe

The MINISTER FOR MINES: On every
oceasion, whenever the Communist Party de-
sires to slangwane any particular party ov
member of anv party, T venture to say it
will he the Lahonr Party. Yet we arve told
hv the member for Subiaco that we have set
ont to link the Tahour Party with the Com-
ppists, T sugeest that she should read
something of the history of the Labour
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Party. There is no doubt she would if she
conld link us with the communists, as peotie
endeavoured to do on the oeeasion of the
last war when the Labour Party was ac-
cused of disloyalty,

Mr. J. Megney: That has been done be-
fore.

The MINISTER? 1FOR MINES: T o
not say that people were sueeessful, but they
did their best in making such an aceusation,
[ want to tell the hon. memher—I regret
that she is not present—a little story.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Is it a good one?

The MINISTER TOR MINES: Yes, I
shall tell members of this Chamber the story.
In telling it T feel some diffidence, becanse
I am closely linked up with it. However,
it is germane to the argument I am potting
up. As an officer of the Labour Party for
40 years, T think 1 ean be taken as a reason-
able sample of men in the Labouy move-
ment. This is the party which is alleged o
be disloval, subversive, and linked up with
Communism.  An election is fo he held on
the 21st day of next month, and the speech
of the membher for Subiaco was in my opin-
ion a pre-clection speech.

Hon. . G. Latham: Yon are giving it
plenty of advertisement.

The MINISTER FOR MIXNES:
give it a little more.

Hon. €. G. Latham: That will not hurt

I will

us.
The MINISTER FOR MINES: Now 1
want to tell my story, which is simple and
quite tvpical of the Labour movement. In
1900 T was president of the Miner’s Union,
and I rode 175 miles on a bieyele to enlist
for the South Afriean war. When that war
was over I returned from South Afriea and
went on with my job as a trade unionist,
like all trade unionists trying to assist those
in the trade union movement. In 1914 an-
other war broke out, and in 1915 I enlisted
onee more. The “Sunday Times” on that
oceasion published my plotograph and said
it was interesting. That fact shows how
Labour men are thought of at times. T thew
happened to be secretary of a union and
vice-president of the Metropolitan Couneil
of the A.LP. The “Sunday Times” then
was a pretty  good paper. Beneath my
photograph it stated, “He is off to the
Front. Woald to God we had ten million
mare like him!" T ask hon. members to nore
that the “Sunday Times"” then wished there
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were ten million more like me. In 1920 1
was chairman of the disputes committee,
and in that capacity was associated with
twa hig strikes. The same Sunday paper
came out—I was a member of the Legisla-
tive Counecil then—with my photograph, to
which was appended this: “The Hon. A.
H. Panton, M.L.C. Should stand for ‘Musc
lead country.’’’ 8o in 1915 that journal
wanted ten million Pantons and in 1920—
because I was fighting again—wanted to
get rid of the only Panton there was. That
is what we go through in the Labour move-
ment. We have our ups and downs. But
[ was proud of those photographs and of
the reason for which they were published
by the ‘‘Sunday Times.”” When I went
away in 1915, I left here a wife and two
little boys and a little girl. In 1939 this
war broke ount, and those two little boys
are now in the ALF. and the little girl’s
hushand is in the Air Force. Therefore as
a Tabourite T am entitled to say at least
that T am 100 per cent. loyal.

The point I wish to make is that to-
day there are thousands of men of iy age
associated with the Labour movement who
are in the same position as mine.  The
member for Middle Swan (Mr. J. Hegney)
diseussed the Aunstiralian Workers’ Union.
Many sneering remarks have been made
about that union. Tor my part, T am
prond of the fact that T have heen for nine
vears, and stili am, the president of
the union. However, for that war from
1914 to 1918 the A.W.U. is to be credited
with the enlistment of 80,000 men. Eighty
thousand members of the AW.U. went
te the world war! If the hon. member who
thinks so little of the Australian trade
union movement, who talks about our sub-
versive attitnde and about our being linked
up with the Communists, is not afraid of
soiline her skirts by going to the Perth
Trades Hall, she may look all round the
hall and see everywhere honour boards he-
longing 1o all the unions, and she may see
seores of the names on those honour boards
flanked with the unfortunate little eross
which indieates that the bearer of the name
made the supreme sacrifice for the demoe-
rary which he assisted to make and in
which he wholeheartedly helieved. Yet we
find people talking in this way, trying to
link up the grent Labour movement with
the Communist Party, which hates us like
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poison, Such persons can bave no know-
ledge whatever of the fundamentals of the
Labour movement. They eannot even
have taken the trouble io explore any of
the Labour literature that has been printed,
or to speak with anybody having some
knowledge of the Labour movement.
When the member for Subiaco aceuses
this party and this Government and the
Labour movement generally of disloyalty,
I am led to wonder whether she has ever
read the newspapers.” I venture to say
there i3 not a man or a woman in any
part of Australia or the British Wmpire
to-day but was thrilled during the last
week with the exploits of our airmen all
over the English Channel. Would not any
man ¢r woman with red blood have been
thrilied by such exploits? They are ex-
ploits which eould not have been achieved
but for the trade wnion movement of
Britain and her dominions having made
places in civil life for those nirmen. The
very esscnee of the war on Britain’s part,
and the fundamentals of the war in Aus-
tralia, depend upon the trade union move-
ment and the Labour movement.
Notwithstanding what Mr. Curtin  has
stated publiely, notwithstanding the assist-
ance he has given to the present Jed-
eral Government, notwithstanding that
the very first words of his policy speech
were that he was prepared, should a Labour
Grovernment be velurned, io render full
co-operation to the British Empire for the
suceessful pursuit of the war, the most
unjust allegations are made against Lahour.
If the Tabour movement of the United
Kingdom refused to make guns and ammu-
nition, the British Empire would be un-
able to wage war. What iz the use of
people standing on the street corners and
talking about the Labour movement heing
disloyal—even subversive? T have been
concerned in elections for & nwmber of
years, and never at any time—this I ean
say honestly and conseientiously—have I
heard a Labour man in the course of an
election campaign, or even at & propaganda
meeting, speak ns the member for Suhaeco
did the other night. It was sheer vin-
dietiveness that prompted her to deliver a
spoech of that type. Why the vindietive-
ness I do not know. But T want to tell the
the memher for Subiaco, just as my col-
league told her here last night, that thero
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is not one respectable woman, quite apart
from whether she is in high society or in
the poorest circumstances, but is entitled
to esteem. If the member for Subiacoe
wants the respeet of members of this
House—eertainly she would not receive
much esteem from them—there is only one
way to achieve her desire, and that is to
play the game, as last night she was told
to do.

I regret that I find myself dragged into
this debate at all. However, having been
brought into it, I take the opportunity to
speak my mind. I am aware that only
few weeks ago someone said that I bridled
very quickly. I bridle on only one oceasion,
and that is when an attempt is made to
defame my honour, It is the only thing I
have got. I have no bunking aceount, and
am never likely to have one. But in all
other respocts throngheut my life I have
endeavoured to keep my head up so that
I may look anyone in the face. When any
person attacks this party or the movement
with which I an associated, and includes
me in the attack, I am going to fight. The
other evening the member for Subinco de-
liberately made such an attack. Sbe set
ouf deliberately to do it. She was not
even led away by interjections to do it,
for she had it all there either printed or
typed.

Mr, Cross: Tt was put np for ber.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I shall
not go so far as to say that. I give the
hon. memher credit for having made her
own speech. However, she had it all
typed. I ean understand an hon. member
being led away by interjections to say
something spontancous and regretfing it
afterwards. But the member for Subiace
was not in that position.

Mr, Cross: She had it all written out,

The MINISTER FTOR MINES: She had
it all fixed up and ready, every word of it.
She knew exactly what she was doing. The
hon. member was not fair, nothing like fair.
First she said the pamphiet was unsigned;
then she said it was signed by the Com-
munists, Now we find in the “Daily News”
this evening that she complains about that
paper aceepting anonymous letters.  She
made the definite statement that she had an
anonymous communieation.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. Hughes: She was nof the first mem-
ber to use an anonymous leiter in this
House.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I do not
say she was; she will probably not be the
last to do =o if the hon. member himself is
long enough with ws. 1 am not at all sur-
prised about that.

Mr. Hughes: Now, just a moment ago you
were saying—

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes, I
know. I apologise and withdraw the state-
ment 1 made about the hon. member. I was
led away! I regret having to make speeches
of this deseription, which are not in my
line. However, when the Labour movement,
of which T am particularly proud is at-
tacked, I am up in mrms at once. The mave-
ment has done a wonderful lot for me. It
took me out of the mines and educated me,
furnishing me with the opportunity to be-
come a Minister of the Crown. What sort
of a man would I be if I were not prepared
to stand up and fight on behalf of the move-
ment, in view of what it has done for me.
Even the member for Subiaco will admit
that but for the Labour movement I would
probably still be in the mines or, which is
far more likely, would be where s¢ many
good miners have gone; I would by now
have been buried, following upon the rav-
ages of miners’ phthisis. 1 look upon the
Labour movement as my movement, one of
which I am exceedingly proud, and if at
any time it is traduced, I will be prepared
to speak in its defence.

MR. LAMBERT (Yilgarn-Coolgardie)
[6.2]: I found the speech of the Minister
for Mines most interesting, and I think many
of us can associate onrselves with the state-
ments he made. T reslly wondered at ome
stage whether his utteranee would deveiop
inte a wversonal biography. However, his
speech was rather effective in its way, and
to that extent we are very much indebted
to the Minister, During the course of the
debate we have listened to many speeches,
some interesting, most otherwise,

Mr. Hughes: Another “otherwise” is com-
ing.
Mr. LAMBERT: I do mot know that
many lent any degree of dignity to the
debate, and certainly they did not add much
to our knowledge nor furnish ns with much
information.
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Mr. Needham: You will be able to supply
Lhat.

Mr. LAMBERT: Very little fresh or
novel was uttered during the debate, either
in connection with war or post-war condi-
tions.

Mr. Cross: We have left that to you.

Mr. LAMBERT: That particularly ap-
plied to post-war problems likely to con-
front the State when the present unfortun-
ate conflict is ended. In this world of stress
ond turmoil we feel that the future will
bring with it great alterations, but in what
direction it is hard for any individual to in-
dieate at the present juneture, Some mem-
hers of this Chamber have an idea that re-
form ean be achieved by an alteration of the
monetary system, Some believe that the
curse of that system is the tendency towards
inflation. Although [ have read more than
one most interesting and anthoritative treat-
ise on the problem of monetary reform, I
have not vet been able to make up my mind
as to how the eontemplated e¢hange ean be
accomplished. TUnder our eapitalistic system
1 eannot see that there is any royal read to
that ohjective. To members generally the
wonderful contribution that the goldmining
industry has made to the wealth of the State
during the past few yecars, must be ex-
tremely pleasing. The statement can
safely be made that, had it not been
for the fillip to our mining aetivities,
the State would be in a very queer position
al the present time.

The Premier: We would have been in-
solvent.

Mr, LAMBERT: Possibly so. Although
the State might have been in a bankrupt
<condition on account of other unfortunate
cirenmstances, the Federal Government was
not deterred from levelling a sectional tax
on the gold mining industry.

Mr. Marshall: That was not taxation; it
was confiscation of products.

Mr. LAMBERT: The hon. member has
a rather elastic imagination, and he ean call
it what he chooses. The faet is that the re-
spectable designation adopted by the Fed-
eral Government for the impost was “taxa-
tion”. The Premier made every effort to
foren home upon the Federal Government
n realisation of the fact that the impost
was a purely sectional tax npon the only

industry in the State that was not con-
tributed to by any other industry in the
Eastern States.

The Premier: What we got was a crumb
of comfort.

Mr, LAMBERT: In this State we have,
apart from the mining industry, two other
sections—the primary industries and skele-
ton secondury industries. Much has heen
done to foster both, particularly the pri-
mavy industries. Undoubtedly there has
been a marked cxpansion of our primary
industries over the last 25 years, notwith-
standing our numerous setbacks and not-
withstanding that farmers too often were
placed on land which should never have
been settled. While on this subjeet, it
might be well for me to quote from a speech
I made 24 years ago in this House with
regard to the indiscriminate manner in
which people were settled on our land hy
the then administration,

Mr. Doney: Hear, hear!

Mr. LAMBERT: The speech was deliv-
ered in all modesty, beeause it was my
maiden speech, I said—

I helicve that the only person who ean deal
with this soil problem is the seientist, and T
say that with all due deference to the Commis-
sion which has heen appointed.

A Commission had been appointed to in-
guire into the settlement of Esperance land.
My speech continued—

In my opinion, the Commission should have
been one mainly of seientists. Who gave ua
the one faetor which has enabled us to grow
wheat cconomieally in this State but the scien-
tiast? Who gave us superphosphate? It was
not discovered by any prosperous farmer; it
was discovered by a scientist and developed by
scicuce, and there are no other means of com-
ing to any right conclusien upenr the proper
development of the soils of the State execept by
the employment of scientists. 'The Government
bas no right to promiscuously grant money to
all the supposed agriculiural areas of the
State, I should lay it down as an absolute prin-
ciple that no money should be granted to a
farmer uwnless that farmer was prepared to ae-
cept adviee and till his soil under the proper
direction and guidance of seicntific and prac-
tical men. That is the only way to tackle this
industry, The deficit in this State can be trace-
able to o large extent to the succeeding crop
failures in the agricultural arcas.

Hon C. G. Latham: That was in 1916.
Mr. LAMBERT: Yes. It is equally true
to-day. Much, of course, has heen done to
settle our agrienlinral and dairying dis-
triets; hut it has been achieved at srent
eost. While it is no purpose of mine to
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hol@ an inquest npon past failures and past
indiseretions, we know that our farming in-
dustry is a gamble, with twoe very unstable
elements, namely prices and elimatic con-

ditions. In onr great dairying indus-
try we have an ever-inercasing asset,
one that will no doubt—as the years
roll by, past failores will be forgot-

ten and probably some of those vespons-
ible for them have passed into oblivion—
contribute considerably to the prosperity of
the State. T can say the same with respect
to settlements in what are known as mar-
giual areas. If competent advice had been
taken a quarter of a century ago, we would
not have settled farmers in those areas; no:
would we have witnessed the distress suf-
fored by the persons who were placed on
what is known as the Miners’ Settlement.
We would not have embarked upon the
3,000 farms scheme away in the wilderness.
I do not think it has heen re-discovered duc-
ing the past 10 or 15 years.

Member: Forrestania.

Mr. LAMBERT: Yes. I shall deal with
land settlement before I touch on one or {wo
other subjects. Much of that land is retriev-
able and possibly much of the loss is also re-
trievable, if a sound policy is laid down for
the proper linking-up of the areas and =2
kindlier attitude adopted by the Agrienl-
taral Bank. We shall find that in those
abandoned arcas there is some of the best
pastore] country in the State. Bat it cannot
he utilised for pastoral purpeses unless wa
have a proper scheme of water conservation
and the area is reticulated from the gold-
fields water scheme. When the Water Sup-
ply Department is approached on the sub-
jeet, we are told, *This is a business under-
taking and we must run it as a business con
cern.” That is the department's reply to
many requests that have been preferred to
it for a reduction in the price of water used
hy goldmines. In my opinion, greater utili-
sation ean be made of the goldfields water
acheme for the supply of water to thousands
of acres to-day lying abandoned. Water
from the scheme could be used for pastoral
and other purposes.

Sitting suspended from 6.13 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. LAMBERT: I was referring to the
utilisation of water from the goldfields
water scheme with a view to the rehabilita-
tion of some of the abandoned land from
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Merredin to Southern Cross. Notwithstand-
ing the varying elimatic econditions in that
region, the sinking of dams in proper locali-
tics for the purpose of enabling rich pas-
toral land to be ufilised is a commercial
proposition. I need not unduly stress that
matter. The oflicers of the Agricultural
Bank and the Department of Lands and
Surveys must be aware that if dams were
put down in proper places, a good deal of
water would be eonserved. Insufficient im-
portance has been attached to the granite
catchments in those areas. Some of the
catchments in portions of the goldfields fur .
ther east have been harnessed and contain
anything from 1,000,000 to 5,000,000 gallons
of water each year. Now that the Agricul-
tural Bank has to some extent straightenad
out lhe position of the farmers who unfor-
tanately have been unahle through one eause
or another to make good and have left their
holdings, I hope it will devote some attention
to the matter I have been discussing.
Whether a survey would have to be made to
determine in which areas dams could best
be sunk is a matter upon which our engin-
cers would have to advise us.

I wish to say a few words about one or
two objectionable clauses in the Agrieulturak
Bank Aet, notwithstanding the fact that
many plausible execuses have been advanced
for the retention of those clauses. Some time
ago the Country Party made an attempt,
through its deputy leader, to have the Aet
amended in order to bring it more in eon-
formity with common deceney and to en-
sure reasonable living conditions for settlers.
Whether this matter will be revived or not I
am unahle to say.

Mr. Withers:
tion.

Mr. LAMBERT: T do not know whether
it is over-contentious legislation. I do not
know of any very definite hardship resulting
from the existence of sections 51 and 52 of
the Act, bhut those seetions are distinetly
unpalatable to many farmers, and prob-
nbly some method could be found of remov-
ing them from the Act without penalising
the Agvicultural Bank.

I was pleased to learn that a certain
sum of money had been provided to con-
tinne the operations of the Farmers' Debis
Adjustment Act. In view of the amount
alveady distributed for the relief of a con-
siderable numher of farmers in the mar-

It is contentious legisla-
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ginal areas, it would he regrettable if the
Commonwealth Government did not see fit
to continue this contribution to the Com-
missioners who have done such good work.
I believe the Agrienlinral Bank has a con-
siderable sum of money available to assist
the farmers. I do not know whether the
report of the Commissioners has been
tabled. Tf not, it would be pleasing for
us to he given some iden by the Commis
sioners as to what amounnt is available and
to what extent they are prepared fnvther
to assist farmers, particularly in those
contres that have experienced difficult
times for many vears. Farming is emried
on in the western end of my district.
After leaving Southern Cross I have to
turn my attention exclusively to mining in-
terests, It is nice, however, to visit the
farming area, notwithstanding the faet
that for some peeuliar reason best known
to themselves the people there sometiraes
fancy they could obtain hetter representa-
fion from a member of another politieal
party.

T was struek hy the remarks of the mem-
ber for Brown Hill-Tvanhoe (Mr. F. C. L.
Smith} who, like an idealist, was reaching
out for the moon, He said it wonld he ad-
visable if we could balance the budget.
For a quarter of a century I have heard
suceessive Treasurers, idealists and new
members, suggest that the budgei should
be balanced. That is a commendable oh-
jeetive, but it will not he achieved in our
lifetime, nor in the next fifty centuvies.
I think the Premier said on his return
from the Eastern States that this State
had been allocated a sum of £200,000 or
£300,000 from loan funds to enable the
budget to he halanced. Whether the mem-
ber for Brown Hill-Ivanhoe had that in
mind T do not know.

Mr. F. C. L. Smith interjected.

My, LAMBERT: The hon. member would
not suggest that money rains from Heaven.

Mr. F. C. L. Smith: No, but it might
rain from the Eastern States.

Mr. LAMBERT: Annually oar aceumi-
lated publie debt is being added to by
allorations from loan funds. We have
only to scan the figures to find that in 1901
the public debt amounted fo £11,674,000
and that by 1939 the total had grown to
£95,473,000,
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Mr. F. C. L. Smith: By how much has
it increased per head?

Mr. LAMBERT : Per head of the popula-
tion the amount has inereased appreciably.
The regrettable feature is that our popula-
tion has not grown in the same ratio as has
the public indebtedness. I have no desire to
refer to Commonwealth finance, but if the
member for Brown-Hill-Tvanhee, in his
laudable desire to instruct the Premier and
lecture the House abount balancing the Bud-
get, will take a week-end off and study our
Commonwealth indebtedness, he is Likely to
spend o few unhappy moments.

Mr. F. C. L. Swmith: I was speaking of
the Budget, not of loan funds.

My, LAMBERT: It is all very well to
speak of balancing the Budget, but in this
yomng and undeveloped State, we must
spend money in order to continue develop-
ment. The impeortant point is that the
money should he spent sancly. I remind the
bon. member that if it is not within our
capacity to develop this State and all its
varied vesources, somebody else will prob-
ably spare us the opportunity.

Mr, F. C. 1. Smith: That js what T said.

Mr. LAMBERT: As to that, I shall re-
fresh my memory later. An endeavour must
be made to develop cur industries. To do
so will be no easy matter. To expand our
secondary industries is not an easy matter.
It is regrettable that in a State like
Western Australia, which admittedly has
only a sparse population, more has not
been aecbieved in the time during which we
have been in effective occupation. The Gov-
ernment should be eommended for its at-
tempts to expand the industrial strueture of
the State, but in that endeavour ail sorts
of difficulties confront us. The chief dif-
ficulties arise from the fact that we are in
the Federation and are working under a
tariff that gives us little or no protection.
In days gone hy when as youngsters
we were fighting for Federation and talk-
ing of one flag, one people and one destiny,
we thoughi that we wounld share on equal
terms with the Eastern States. But what
has been the result? Qur secondary indus-
tries are either undeveloped or stagnant,
whilst those of the Eastern States have
gone ahead by leaps and bounds. I need
not trouble to quote fipures to show the
enormouns industrial expansion that has
taken place” in the Eastern States or the
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colossal development of their sheltered in-
dustries. The progress in those States has
been out of all proportion to our progress.

Later I shall refer to a remark made by
the member for North Perth (Mr., Abbott)
regarding the establishment of secondary
industries in this State. The greater pro-
portion of the people who control finance
and who are interested in big business in
this State bave one-track minds, and it is
very difficult to drill into them that, apart
from making a profit from their businesses,
they should be inspired by patriotic motives
anil mve Western Australia some of those
industries that ave definitely associated with
its varied resources. I feel that it is morally
wrong to maintain able-bodied men and
women in idleness for long periods, and
what is morally wrong cannot be economie-
ally right or politically sound. That is a
truism from which nobody can divorce him-
self. As I said hefore, the Government’s
action in appoeinting a full-time Minister to
encourage the development of secondary in-
dustries is very laudable, but unfortunately
the Government has gone about the matter
in the wrong way. We shall never develop
secondary industries in this State unti] there
is a radical alteration in the attitude of the
Commonwealth Government.

The first step the State Government
should take is to request the Commonwealth
to amend the Tariff Board Act in order to
give the members of the board definite
statutory authority to direct where & shel-
tered industry shall be established, The
fact that we are importing £14,000,000 or
£15,000,000 worth of manufactured goods
every year and that praectically nine-tenths
of our primary products are exported, with-
out first being converted into markefable
goods, shaws that there is something
wrong. Before spending further money
on the establishment of secondary in-
dustries, the State Government shonld
impress upon the Commonwealth the
necessity for a decentralisation of the
industries of the REastern States. Those
industries should be decentralised in
favour of a poliey of establishing industries
in Western Australia to the point of satura-
tion or consumption. TUntil suck a policy is
inaugurated, little progress will be made
with the establishment of secondary indus-
tries in Western Australia. The State should
request the Commonwealth to hold a search-
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ing inquiry by the Tarifi Board into the
extent to which manufactured goods are be-
ing iraported from the Eastern States and
the extent of the raw material we bave to
export withont a soul being employed, apart.
from those people producing primary com-
modities, The Tariff Board would be
a very useful body to advise the Government
along those lines and a very useful instru-
ment to bring about the neeessary develop-
went in this State. It would not take long
to ascertain what amount of manufactured
goods is being imported by this State and
what amount of primary proeducts is being
exported in an unmanufactured condition.
We must hammer away at the Federal Gov-
ernnient and see whether it is not possible to
decentralise some of Australia’s industries..
Chose industries are sending their goods to
this State and sucking our life’s blood, thus
preventing Western Australia from develop-
ing along the lines we all desire for it.

My, North: South Australin has been a
little more fortunate of late,

Mr. LAMBERT: Yes, because that State
is neaver to the scat of the Federal Govern-
ment. The Broken Hill Proprietary with a
subseribed capital of about £8,000,000 has
started industries in about four centres im
South Australin, and those industries are
associated with shipbuilding, iron ore and
the works at Port Pirie and Whyalla. Those
big indusiries, interwoven as they are, and
passing from production to production step
by step, make a big difference to South Aus-
tralia. Members who are interested may
look up specches T made during the last war
in connection with the synthetic produetiom
of nitrogen, That is what I advocated then,
hut no one has taken any notice of the sug-
gestion, One might as wel] be a voice ery-
ing in the wilderness so far as any develop-
ment of that nature is concerned. Neither
commereial men nor business men have heeded
the advice then tendered to them. I also
pointed out that duving the last war Ger-
many, when armed against the whole strue-
ture of the world, raised its production of
synthetic nitrogen from zero to 200,000 tons
per annum. The Zine Corporation, in ron-
junetion with the British Industries Coy.,
started a plant in Australia for the produc-
tion of synthetic ammenia, which represents
the first step in the manufacture of high
explosives, nitrogen, etc. I pointed out 20
years ago that we were not producing



[21 AvgusT, 1940.]

enough salt for our own requirements. In-
deed we were not producing a pound of salt
per head of the population. Some people
were able to seratch a few hundred toms
from our lakes, and others were foolish
enough to buy it.  Really it should have
been condemned for human eonsumption.
Twenty years ago I urged thaf caunstic soda
should be manufactured in Western Aus-
tralia.  Caustic soda is eleetrieally pro-
duced from sodium chloride.  That could
have led to the establishment of =
key industry for the manufacture of other
lines. It is uneconomieal to attempt to
produee ordinary soap on commercinl lines
unless cheap canstic soda is available. If
ihe Government wishes to establish seeond-
ary industries in Western Australia, it
should eireularise every business man in
the State and tell him definitely and ¢learly
what it has in mind. Some time ago the
Premier said it was essential that some
direct assistance should he given for the
establishment and encouragement of loeal
secondary indusiries, because of the little
progress that had heen made in that diree-
tion. In eireularising the commercial and
trading community, the Government should
point out that not only have we war eon-
ditions to eontend with but that a post-
war condition is aceruning, like gathering
clouds. When our good men eome back
from the war we shall not experiment by
putting on the land inexperienced people,
who are- broken in spirit. The day for
that sort of thing has gone by. We should
ask our eommercial and business heads
whether those things they are selling to-
day ecould he manufactured in Western
Australia. If the answer is in the affirma-
tive, they should be asked to what extent
they require finaneinl assistance, and what
machinery and technical knowledge and
enidance thev need to start those indus-
tries. I would not have spoken sn this
subjeet but for the interjection of the
member for Claremont (Mr. North). From
the production of ordinary eleetrolytic
eaustic soda we obtain ehlorine and other
commodities that link np with n Jong chain
of manufactured goods. It is impossible
to start those industries without the
fountain head of them all. If it is desired
to make explosives, it is neeessary to pro-
duece synthetic ammonia. If it is desired
to produce soap, and other eommodities in
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which caustic soda is embraced, it is
necessary to produce soda. The task is not
impossible. At Lake Preston and other
places are lakes ten times more dense in
saline content than is the sea. We also
bave electricity, and at Collie, one of
the biggest coal measures in the continent.

Mr. Abbott: If an investigation has been
made here why have not these industries
been started in Western Australia?

Mr. LAMBERT: Professor Woolnough
made an investigation in this State. Does
the bon. memher think that the big eom-
panies would ran away from 5,000,000 or
6,000,100 people, produce commodities in
this State for half a million people, and
export ninc-tenths of the produects to the
Eastern States?

Mr., Abbott: Freight is not such a big
item,

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. LAMBERT: The hon. member unght
to see me on that subject. I eould tell
him exaetly what {reights mean when it
comes to a question of working on a margin
of 10s. to £l per ton in the shipment of
minerals. I know of hardly one mineral in
this State that can be shipped away as an
economic proposition. The only minerat
I know of that is being shipped is the fel-
spar I opened up at Coolgzardie, at a time
when there was no demand for that com-
modity, Owing to the favourable balanee
of exchange, 25 per cent., it is now possible
to export felspar on a small margin. Pro-
fessor Bayliss talked about our minerals. He
should get away from Crawley and tackle
the Overseas Shipping Commitice and ask
for n quote for sending minerals to the
Eastern States. It will be discovored that
it is not economical to ship any of these
non-metallic minerals to another State
under present conditions, The Government
is laying down a plant to experiment with
alunite from Mt, Campion. Mr. Butfield,
My, Mann and I held these deposits for
some time and gave an option over them
to the Western Mining Corporation. We
engaged in a good deal of experimental
worlk and opened up the deposif:. .After
some time My, Charlton Dodd, lecturer at
the XKalgoorlie Sechool of Mines, was
brought from Ameriea and he proved that
15,000,000 tons of alunite were available,
of varying degrees of purity. The option
was turned down for the nominal sum of
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4£3,000. Representations were then made
to London, and one of the wealthiest and
most influential corporations in the world
took an option over the deposit.  That
was not the first oceasion on which Western
Australin experimented with alanite. Pro-
fessor Bayliss says he will obtain infor-
mation from the School of Mines in Utah,
U.S.A. I ealled attention to this subject
18 or 320 years ago, when the late Mr.
Seaddan, then Minister for Mines, spoke of
experiments ahout to be carried out. I told
Mr. Senddan then that he could get all the
infurmation necessary by the expenditure of
a postage stamp. However, the State went
on and simply lost its money. The product
was railed down heve. Eventoally it was
dumped. The problem is simple enough if
by flotation it is pessible to reduce the sili-
cious content of alonite and by roasting con-
vert it to aluminiom oxide and extract the
potash, However, as I say, the member for
North Perth (Mr. Abbott) is wrong in
his belief that freight to the Lastern States
is not a defimite, or cven a determining,
tactor in the cconomieal operation of many
of this State's industries.

Mr. Abbott: I spoke of manutactured
roods.

Mr,

Mr.

SPEAKER: Order!
LAMBERT: To send them over here?

Mr. SPEAKER : Order!

Mr. LAMBERT: Surely a member of the
legal profession is not unsophistieated enough
to believe that the Fastern States manufac-
ture for Western Australian. The manufac-
tavers there manofacture for 6,500,000 people
in the Kastern States, and dump any sur-
pluses here at prices that suit those manu-
facturers. The member for North Perth also
asked whether the Minister for TIndustrial
Development, after the extensive investiga.
‘Lions made, would indieate the reason why
secondary indusiries could not be established
in Western Australia. By way of rvetort I
would ask the member for North Perth to
indicate to ns why he bas not eslabiishea
himself as a leeal practitioner in Marhle Bar
instead of Perth. It may be very pleasant
if one is ahle to pick up a refresher from a
client in Marble Bar, but T do not know that
in that centre a lawyer could have an exten-
sive clientele. That indicates the clear and
indisputable reason why Western Australia
is at a disadvantage regavding manufactores,
apart from many of the foctors T enumer.
ated.
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Mueh could be done fo develvop industries
in Western Australia if we could get min-
ing companies to follow the example set by
the Broken Hill Proprietary Company,
which made its money in Broken lIIill and
invested it in South Australia and New
South Wales. Some of our mining eom-
panies could interest themselves in the pro-
duction of cvanide and explosives. In that
event, we wonld obtain a produetion of at
least £250,000 annually. But our mining com-
panies are not told of these things, TUnless
we cap absorh our pepulation and make it
produstive instead of dependent solely upon
the Government, we shall be penalised even
more heavily in the future than we are to-
day. I believe that if recommendations were
made by men who know their job and can do
it-—it is not a boy's job either—some good
will acerve. Years age I spoke sbout the
production of sulphur in Western Australia.
For the manufacture of superphosphate we
are bringing about £150,000 worth of sul-
phur inte this State annually. Latterly we
have iniported it from the United States. The
alunite deposits at Campion, of which I have
spoken, if they cannot he utiliced in the
manufacture of aluminium, ean by roasting
be made to vicld potash and sulphur. After
the roasting of the alunite, the potash and
sulphur . produetion could be leased ont.
Another petential souree of sulphur in West-
ern Australia is the Kalgoorlie gold mines,
which have almost pure sulphor. That, how-
ever, falls in a different category, be-
eouse it could not be converted into
sulphurie acid, but only into elemental
enlphate, as is done by the Zine Cor-
poration of 'Tasmania. Under the Bonus
Act of 1936 a bonus is payable upon the
production of sulphur in Western Australia
if its market price falls below a certain fig-
ure. So there nre possibilities. A remark
was mnde by somcone—it may have been by
Mr, Fernie, who was appointed to inquire
into this industry—that the Goveynment
would co-operate with Mr. Thorn, the man-
ager of the Lake View and Star Mine, in
advising on the production of sulphar. The
necessary information is all available here,
and I ean supply Mr. Thorn with it, I bave
diseussed the matter with him. He knows
that there are difliculties owing to the
ahsence of a cheap freight. That fac-
tor renders it impossible to establish
these indusiries in Kalgoorlie.  Certainly
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this would not appeal to the directors of
the Lake View and Star Mine as a favour-
able investment.

About 17 years age I spoke of the utilisa-
tion of our waste woods in the jarrah for-
ests, An interesting article in this connee-
tion was published by the magazine of the
Broken Hill Proprietary. It mentioned
that in the Ukraine of Russia waste woods
had been used to preduee sponge iron, which
is mueh more expensive than ordinary iron.
In the Ukraine 700,000 tons of sponge iron
is thus produced annually. Yampi ore could
be smelted at Bunbury. Instead iron is
hrought from other places. The Government
should approach a group of people saying,
“Here is the timber being burnt at the fire
chutes today; you can have that timber for
ten years. and we will guarantee you a cer-
tain percentage on your investment, subject
to supervision of your work by our ex-
perts.” We shall never get anywhere in
these matters so long as people here can talk
themselves black in the face on the subjeet
without anyone taking the least notice.
There i3 no use in ereating a Department
for Industrial Development in Western Aus-
tralie if we do not tackle some of the big
key industries. We must start with the big
key industries. The little industries will
come along in due eourse, just as a man
who marries knows what will come along.

And there are other things. I remem-
her when the cement people here were get-
ting lime from Lake Clifton. I informed
them at the fime that they could get the
necessary decomposed rock and shell from
the river here. As a result, they took up a
eoneession, and they have never looked back
sinee. They have been paying 25 per ecent.
dividends from the time they started.

Mr. North: Ships used to be made theve.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr, LAMBERT: Where?

Mr, SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. LAMBERT: The time has arrived
when we should examine not only the eapac-
ity and eapabilitics of some of the offieers
who have advised us for =o long, but the
advisability of utilising the services of mem-
hers of Parliament in an unselfish effort to
act as an advisory board fe assist our en-
gineers and other officers. That should eer-
tainly he done. We should establish two
standing committees, the members of which
should aet in an honorary capaeity acd
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should not reccive payment for their ser-
vices as is the practice in connection with
the Federal Parliament and, [ believe, the
South Australian Parliament. One such
conmittee should be empowered to advise
upun matters relating to power and trans-
port and other important correlated mat-
ters. The other committee could advise npon
public works and water conservation. I be-
lieve that much valuable information would
be gained as a result of investigations by
members of Parliament entrusted with the
responsibility of membership of such stand-
ing committees, charged with the task of iv-
vesligating some of our problems. Men
have been elected to Parliament who possess
much experience and considerable _know-
ledge of Western Australia, and they could
inake extremely useful and fitting eontribu-
tions to the knowledge we should have of
the indusiries and resources of the State.
Probably our biggest problem is associated
with power and transport matters. While
we are not so well favoured as are many
countries having abundant water supplies
that can be utilised for the generation of
power, we have available coal deposits
whieh, properly harnessed to up-to-date
machinery, should be capable of produring
power &t a ecost comparable with that in
other countries.

Hon, C. G. Latham: In England nearly
all the power is produced through the med-
ium of coal.

Mr, LAMBERT: Yes, and exceptions
are Norway, Sweden and other small eoun-
tries.

The Premier: The problem is a big one
in Western Australia.

Mr. LAMBERT: The problem was a big
one in Sweden and Norway, where they
smelt their various ferriferous motals. Tn
that connection T shall not refer to man-
ganese lest I send the wmember for Kast
Perth (Mr. Hughes) into hysteries, in which
condition 1 like to see him only when he is
speaking. All the countries that have made
progress during the last 26 or 50 vears have
been favoured with water power to a
marked degree.

Although the member for North Perth
{Mr. Abbott) did not diseuss the maiter
with me when he raised the question of our
industries, it might perhaps be well for me
to consult that gentleman before T enlarze
upon military topies. However, T would like.
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him to suggest to those in authority that if
we are to establish a mobile force in this
State for the purposes of home defence, they
should immediately canse motor vehicles of
all deseriptions to be registered so that,
should a national emergency threaten the
State, the military authorities would know
exactly where to lay their hands upon those
vehicles. They wonld then know fo what
extont thosy vehicles were eapable of carry-
ing ammunition and guns, and have all es-
sential knowledge so that military reguire-
ments could be sent wherever necessary in a
very short time.

Mr. Cross: Could not they get that in-
formation from the Traffic Tepartment
now?!

The Premier: Not all of it.

Mr. LAMBERT: It is not a matter for
the Traffic Department; it concerns the Mili-
tary Department, which should have in-
formation, properly tubulated, of all motor
cars and motor vehicles in the State so that
within a week or a month, should the neces-
sity arise, the aunthorities would knew
exactly where to procure the requisite trans-
port. A thousand moter ecnrs would earry
5,000 men and 250 trueks would probably
earry the necessary ammunition. If we are
to be attacked in Western Australia, it will
Ve, T should say, by means of a forece landed
on our shores, and in that event g tleet of
motor ears and trucks would be a necessary
adjunct to our defence measures. I throw
out that suggestion to the member for Nerth
Perth and to the Premier, who can pass it
on to the Commonwealth Government.

The Premier: We have done that. At two
hours' notice we liad 500 ears at our disposal
avhen a troopship arrived.

My, LAMBERT: So long as something is
heing done, however faint the effort may be,
we must he thankful that some attempt
along those lines has heen made.

I win pleased to note that the importance
of Southern Cross, which is in my eleetor-
ate, has been recoghised in that an aecvo-
drome has been established there. I trust
that the aunthorities will go further by
making provision for the installing of the
necessary machine tools and so forth re-
quired to carry out at a moment’s notice
all possible repairs to aeroplanes., The
country for a hundred miles in every diree-
tion from Southern Cross lends itself to
aeronautical vequirements because of its
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nature. I should say the district is ideal as
& training centre for pilots and for aero-
nautics generally.

The Minister for Works: You mean it
is flat.

Mr. LAMBERT: Yes. In fact, the coun-
try is as flat as some of the speeches de-
livered in this Chamber from time to time.

It remains for me merely to observe with
reference to the war that it can be won only
by the determination to succeed. The man
who is prepared to live behind the shelter
and protection of a rifle should be prepared
to shoulder one when called upon to do se.
I feel that, in this moment of our Empire's
trial, all sections of the community arc
standing together in a spirit of eco-opera-
tion with a calm and resolute determination
to preserve our liberty and institutions.
Our Empire, under the TUnion Jack, has
carried its benefits to the four corner points
of the globe. I feel confident that we all
pray for ultimate viectory and that, however
long the struggle may be, we ghall finally
teach tyrants and dictators that those who
live by the sword will die by the sword.

MR, STYANTS (Kalgoorlie) [8.19]: 1
have listened with great interest to the
speeches delivered during the Address-in-
reply debate. I am not of the opinion ecx-
pressed by the member for Yilgarn-Cool-
gardie (Mr. Lambert) that the utterances
have been flat, On the contrary, they have
been instructive and informative, despite
which I must say that the majority of them
conveyed n most depressing effect. Should
my speech this evening be couched in a
somewhat pessimistic strain, members them-
selves will be responsible. Few of the
speeches were characterised by optimism.
As a matter of fact, what I listened to sug-
gested a dirge from beginning to end. We
had the member for Aven (Mr. Boyle)
stressing the plight of the wheat farmers.
This no doubt is serious and has bheen so for
a number of years. The conditions under
which those men labour and the hardships
which they and their womenfolk must en-
dare are something beyond fairness and
reason. Then we have listened to the plight
of our pastoralists. Their difficulties have
principally been caused by bad seasons, but
they have also a poor market in which fo
sell their products. We have heard con-
tinually during the last few months eom-
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plaints from our fruit growers that their
<ommodities—apples and pears—have been
commandeered and that the growers cannot
get a fair price nor secure payment. What
I myself have particularly noticed is that
the result of the eommandeering of apples
has been that the local market has boen
flooded with the poorest quality of fruit.
The apples are the poorest I have seen for
many years, yet they are marketed at the
highest price 1 have seen for many yecars.
Whoever is getting the rake-off I do not
know.

Then we had the member for Subiaco
(Mrs. Cardell-Oliver) complaining of the
malnutrition of our school children and ad-
ducing medieal evidence that at least
30 per cent, of the children are under-
nourished. There is admittedly the low
standard of wages prevailing for many
workers, Although our basic wage has been
fixed at a sum a little higher than £4 Js.
per week, the average worker in Australia
earns about £3 per week, u sum eonsider-
ably below the standard which the law of
this State—the Arbitration Court—says is
an amount equivalent to purchase necessi-
ties for a man, his wife and average family
of two to live in a reasonable degree of
comfort. Then we have the alarming fea-
ture that, despite the number of war orders
coming to this State, employment in our
factories is decreasing. We have a short-
age of aecommodation not only in our
metropolitan schools, but also in our coun-
try schools. When complaints are made,

the Government laments the insuffici-
ency of funds to increase the accom-
modation.  Therefore, listening to the

debate one may he pardoned for adopt-
ing a somewhat pessimistic attifude.
A person listening to the debate and un-
accustomed to Address-in-reply speeches
would wonder why it is that we are arming
so many men and sending them oversea
and why the men are willing to volunteer
to fight for a continunance of conditions
which have been appalling for the last ten
vears.

Two of the principal faetors which have
been #mphasised duoring the course of the
debate in my opinion are really subjects
for diseussions in the TFederal Parliament,
because they concern matters vitally affect-
ing the prerogative of the Commonwealth
Government; although the State Govern-
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menbt and we, as citizens of Australia, ave
also vitally concerned in such matters.
The first is the prosecution of the war.
While we have had many eriticisms of Aus-
tralia’s war effort—and I candidly admit
that at times I felt sufficient was not being
done—I think it useless at this stage to
indulge in reeriminations because we find
onrselves in our present undefended state.
It is uscless to try to place the blame on
anyone. I have heard it said that the fault
lics with the Commonwenlth Government
and with the leaders of the nation. People
ask, “Why were we not warned that war
was imminent? Why did not somebody
wake up?’’ I again ecandidly admit that
it is somewhat of a mystery to me that
nations close fo the seat of hostilities were
not mare prepared than they were, because
undoubtedly they had considerable time to
make preparations. We in Australia have
always relied upon the protection of the
Rritish Navy, We felt secure becanse we
considered the Navy was invineible. So
we placed too mumel faith in a poliey ot
pacifism. I was a great admirer of Ramsay
MeDonald’s poliey of pacifism, provided
that other nations alzo were practising it.
But when one nation, or a nwnber of
nations, adopt a poliecy of pacifism whilst
another nation is arming to the teeth
for the purpose of aggression, then it is
national suicide for the other nations not to
arm also. In the final analysis, T think it
will not be held against us that we did pin
our faith to the poliey of pacifism; but
do not let us now indulge in reeriminntions
and endeavour to place the hlame on some
one. People have said that we should have
heen making preparations for defence for
the past five vears.

Hon. C. (. Latham: Then thay wonld
have bheen called war-mongers.

Mr. STYANTS: That is so. What would
have happened to the Lyons Government
or to the Bruee-Page Government—

Hon. C. G. Latham: Or to any other
(Giovernment.

Mr. STYANTS: Yes. What would have
happrned to those Governments if five
vears age they had imposed taxation to
raise the revenue which we now find to he
necessary to put Auatralia in a pesition to
defend herself? Sueh a Government wounld
not have lasted; it would have heen thrown
aut ignominiously from the polilical life
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of Australia. We are all responsible and
must all aceept our share of the responsi-
bility. As one British statesman said re-
cently, ““We have to stand together now
or we will nll bhang separately in the
future.’”” That is our position to-day. We
must get out of our minds any complaints
ahout what has happened in the past; we
have Lo meet conditions as they are at pre-
sent and what they will be in the future.
I believe that the FFederal Government is
doing a very good job as far as the defence
of the ecountry is concerned, cspecially
when we come to cunsider that a highly
industrialised nation like England, with
ity huge factovies, has not yet reached its
maximum produgtion eapacity, and this
notwithstanding that HEngland had 12
months affer Munieh before the declara-
tion of war, and almost 12 months sinece,
in whieh {o organise. When a highly in-
dusirialised nation like the United States
does not expeet to reach the peak of its
produetion for two years, how can we ex-
peet Australia to swing her industries from
peace-time teo war-time standards in six
months?  With the resourees at its
disposal, the Commonwealth Govern-
ment is putting forth an excellent
effort. The manufacture of the very
tools required to make munitions is
an industry in itsclf. The statement has
been made that we have factories in
Western Aunstralia which could be utilised
for manufacturing munitions. That is
trae, but not all elosses of machinery are
suitable for the manufacture of munitions.
Munition-making is specialised work and
requires tools which must be made to a
nmillimetre of correctness, otherwise shells
would he useless. I am not of the opinion
that posi-war problems should eoneern us
to any great extent at the present time,
although twoe or three speakers have
touched on this subject.

Hon. C. G, Latham: We do not know
what is ahead of us.

Mr. STYANTS: No. What we do know
is that we must win the war and 100 per
eent, of our energy has to be devoted to
that purpose, When we see victory in sight
we can begin a diseussion of post-war pro-
blems for, as the Leader of the Opposition
inferred, we shall then have a much clearer
idea as to what those problems are likely to
be. The task of those of us who are not
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able to serve either with the local forces or
those going oversea is to ensure thai the
troops are provided with necessary muni-
tions, and to find money for the suceessful
prosecution of the war. In the last war the
urgent requirements were men, munitions
and money, but the silver bullet was the
most effective armament that could be used
against the enemy. Today the position is.
practieally the same, We have men capuble
of holding their own with the conseripted
troops of any nation in the world and
what we have to do is to provide the muni-
tions. Qur particular job is to see that
those men are properly armed. The armies
in France were defeated, but not because
they were inferior as fighters. The French-
men were heaten not because the (Germans.
were superior as soldiers, but beecause the
German troops had up-to-date armaments.
Qur bounden duty is to ensure that when our
men go oversea they will be provided not
with single shot rifles with which to meet
machine guns or 20 ton tanks with which to
face 80-ton tanks, but that they will have
the assurance of being supplied with most
up-to-date armaments, In such ecircum-
stances T am satisfied they will do the job
properly.

Hon, C. @. Latham:
that in the air.

Mr. STYANTS: Yes, and they will prove
it on the land if they are given armaments
equal to these possessed by the enemy. A
man with a single-shot or a mogazine rifle
cannot be expected to beat a man with a
machine gun. From time to time sugges-
tions have been made in the Press and else-
where that certain sections of the community
should be called upon to make special sacri-
fices in eonnection with the prosecution of
the war. I do not hold that view. I have
even heard a suggestion that soma of the
pastoralists should give a eextain amount of
theiv wool as a gift to the nation. I do not
believe that any section of the community
should be ecalled upon to make a special
sacrifiece.  The Commonwealth Government.
has been given unlimited autherity by the
people of this eountry fo comseript wealth
and man-power, It has complete thxation
powers and in my opinion it is the duty
of the Federal Government to use those
powers to raise by taxation from every man
and woman, according to ability to pay, the
money required to achieve victoryv. No sec-

They have proved
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tion of the communify should be singled out
to make any special sacrifice.

A proposal that has met with a good
deat of eritieism is the Federal Government's
suggestion to ration petrol. I would not eare
one iotn if there were a compleie restriction
of the use of petrol for pleasure drivers
in motor cars. The people must realise
that upon petrel will probably depend
their freedom and the safety of our country.
If the Commonwealth Government finds that
it has not suilicient reserves of petrol in
hand, or it for uny other purpose a restrie-
tion on the consamption of petrol is neces.
sary, then the Commonwealth Governmenc
should go ahead and do the joh. A few
weeks ago, when the capitulation of Franee
gecurred, [ thought there was no sacrifice
that the people of this country would not
willingly make. But now, because the Royal
Air Foree ure holding up the German blitz-
krivg agninst Kngland. I find the eiti-
zens of Australin—which up to date has not
felt the pineh of wor one iota—squealing
loud and long hecanse there is a proposal to
restriet the amount of petrol they may use.
Some men employ their ears partly for busi-
ness andl partly toy pleasure. I would not
eare if the amount devoted to the latter
purpose were completely disallowed. T have
heard it saud in this House lhat all the ve-
serve storage uccommodation for petrol in
Australia is full to overflowing, but I have
been told by influential men from the Hast-
crn States that not 30 per cent. of the ae-
commodation is utilised. IF that is the case,
even greater restrictions on petrol consmnp-
tion should Le imposed. OQur reserves must
be built fo cenormons quantities hecanse il
the British Navy loses control of the seas,
our supplies will be ent off and we must
remember that we shall have to depend on
the Mir Foree for the proteetion of Aus-
tratin, In view of these faets, we should not
complain when we are faced with the first
restriction imposed upon us as a vesult of
the war. To vy mind the trouble is that we
have heen given so many reasons as to the
necessity for the imposition of the restrie-
tions on the consumption of petrol and some
people are wondetring whether theve is any
veal reason for it at all. The only objection
T had agninst the proposal to restriet the use
of petrol drastieally, as was proposed in the
first instanee, was the disorganisation of in-
dustry that would oceur and the number of
men who would be thrown out of em) oy-
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ment. We have been told by our Federal
Leaders, however, that in 12 or 18 months'
time 150,000 people will be employed in Aus-
tralia in the production of armaments. Con-
sequently, the people rendercd workless by
the restriction of the use of petrol ean bo
absorbed in the munitions factories.

Hon. C. G. Latham: A lot of them arce
mechanies too.

Mr. STYANTS: Yes, that is so. A
further restriction of the use of petrol muy
he neeessury for the safety of Australia and
its inhabitants, and we should not complain
tf sueh a limitation is imposed upon us, I
hope this matter will not be used as an elee-
tion bogey during the coming contest.

I was interested to hear two or three mem-
bers mention that n matter that should he
closely examined was the establishment of
4 child endowment scheme. Mr. Hughes, an
ox-l'rime Minister of Aunstralia, says that we
must populate or perish. It is interesting
te study the position in New South Wales,
the one State in which a child endowment
sclieme operates. In order to aseertain
whether endowment schemes actually have
the effect of inereasing the birth rate, I con-
sulted figures given in the “Commonwealth
Year Book.” I found that they do not in-
ticate that such a seheme leads to an inerense
in population. As a matter of faet, the birth
rate of New South Wales is lower than that
of Western Australia, Queensland and Tas-
mania. The New South Wales child endow-
ment scheme provides for an allowanee of 5s.
per week for each child in excess of one, In
view of the ery of most countries that a
greater natural increase in population is
necessavy, the figures 1 am about to quote
are of interest. Im 1937 the ernde birth
rate for the whole of Australin was 17.4
per thousand; in 1908 to 1913, a five-year
period, the corresponding figure was 27.1.
That is to say, there has been a redoetion of
10 per thousand in the erude birth rate. The
firures for {he vavious States ave as fol-
lows:—

State. 1937 1908.1913
New South Wales 176 28.2
Victoria . .- 16 25.3
Western Aunstralin .. 18 28.9
Sounth Australia 15.3 27.1
Quecnsland 124 28.2
Tagmania 20.7 20.6

Germany, the country with which we are
mostly concerned today, was 18.8 compared
with 20.5. A decrease in the birth rate
has occurred, not only in Australia, not only
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in British-speaking countries, but also in
every country of the civilised world with the
exception, I believe, of the Soviet Republie.

Hon, C, G, Latham: Have you the figures
for Italy?

Mr. STYANTS: Yes, 22,9 per thousand
compared with 324, Thus there has been &
decline of more than 10 per thousand in
Ttaly, despite the system of massed may-
riages there. The birth rate in Great Britain
is 15.3 compared with 24.6; in England and
Wales 149 compared witk 24.9, and in
France 14.7 compared with 19.5. Despite
the low birth rate in Australia, we have a
higher rate of natural increage than have
most European countries, due to our lower
death rate. When we sabtract the number
of deaths from the pumber of births per
thousand of population, the Australian fig-
ures compare favourably even with those of
foreign countries, bhecause of our lower
death rate, After dedueting the wmortality
vate, the natural inerense per thousand of
population in Germany is 7.1, Italy 8.7,
England and Wales 2.5, Scotland 3.7, Japan
13.6, Franee 0.3 and Aurtralia eight. A
signifieant fact regarding Australis—and I
intend to touch upon this point presently—
is that the three States where Labour Gov-
ernments are in power have the highest nct
ingrease. Thos Western Australia has 10
per thousand of population, Queenslan.l
10.2 and Tasmania 11.2, ecrapared with the
Ausfralian average of cight,

Hon. C. G. Latham: That is one thing for
which yon ean elaim eredit, anyhow.

Mr. STYANTS: I believe there is a
definite reason for it; it is not mere chance.
The institution of a system of child endow-
ment does not necessarily mean that people
will have larger families. That faet has beea
proved conelusively in New South Wales,
but what would result from child endow-
ment is that justice would be done to those
who had large families. This is one of the
weaknesses of our basic wage system. By
the hasie wage inquiry we seek to find ound
what amount of money is required to pro-
vide the necessaries of life for an average
family—a man, his wife and two children—
and maintain them in a reasonable standard
of eomfort, but no provision is made for
the man who has six children. By its very
essence, our basis wage condemns n man and
his wife with o family of six children to
live in a lesser degree of comfort than we
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say is fair and reasonable, Thoge are the
people who would receive justice if we had a.
child endowment scheme.

Various opinions are advanced to account.
for the contioued full in the birth rate.
Years ago I had to depend on low wagcs to
rear a young family. I have associated
with the workers of this country and I be-
lieve the greatest deterrents to having fam-
lies of reasonable size are the economic in-
security, the fear of unemployment, and the
fact of constantly reeurring war. Whan
people have children, fhere nre not sufficient
jobs available for them. One of the great-
est nightmarey baunting parents these days.
is the fear that there will not be a job for
the boy or girl on reaching an age when it
is neeessary to support himself or herself.
The fact that there ave hetter conditions
operating for wages men in Western Aus-
tralia, Queensland, and Tasmania is, I be-
lieve, reflected in the higher natural increase
in those States,

Then there is the matter of constantly-
recurring war.  The mother of to-day was
the young woman duoring the 1914-18 war.
In that war she probably lost her fianes,
perhaps even her father or brother, and
suffered the consequent grief and sorrow.
Later on, time the great healer intervened,
and she was married, and to-day she is the
mother of hoys who are enlisting for service
oversea.  Perhaps eventually she will be
robbed of one or more of her sons in this
encounter. The women are becaming fed 1p
of the speetre of the hreadwinner being out
of employment, of the inability to find work
for a boy or a girl, and of providing cannon
fodder for the recurring wars that the in-
ternational policies of the various countries
bring about, seemingly inevitabhly. Those, T
believe, arc the three reasons why the birth
rate is constantly falling,

T should like to quote a case that came
under my notice a few weeks ago. A very
good type of lad who had just reached the
age of 19, was the son of a returned sol-
dier, deceased. The mother had been left to
rear two boys. He asked me to sign. his
papers for emtry to the air foree; he eould
not get a joh. I signed his papers, and when
I met him shortly afterwards he told me he
had been successful, but the fly in the oint-
ment was that he was without a job and
would not be called up until about Novem-
ber, The recruiting officer said, “Get a job;
we will call you up ahout November.”



{21 Aveust, 1940.]

Mcr. Berry: There are thousands like that.

Mr. STYANTS: T belicve there are, The
boy said, “That is what I have been frying
to do for the last nine months. I have been
unable to get a job, and my widowed mother
will have to keep me until November when
you call me up.” That is a disgraceful state
of affairs. Tancy a boy of 19, who is pre-
parcd to give his services in the most dan-
gerous defence arm we have, the son of a
returned soldier, being unable to get a job
at the hands of this country. One marvels
why the boys enlist to serve oversea and
fight for a system that provides sueh condi-
tions. I know of other instances of two or
three boys in a family. All of them have en-
listed and are waiting to be called up but
<annot get a job. I remember in the last
war when young fellows who went away
were promised a workers’ paradise when
they came back. They went away in their
tens and hundreds of thousands, and we
know what their achievements were, but his-
tory repeated itself. After a few years of
post-war hoom, history repeated itself as it
does after every war. People faced priva-
tion, want, pestilenee and unemployment. If
we do not alter our system, history will re-
peat itself after this war. That is one of
the problems we shall have to face when
we secure ultimate victory, as undoubtedly
we shall.

I could understand the situation if there
was a shortage of food and goods, During
the ten years of what was known as the
depression there never was a greater abund-
ance of everything that man vequires. Our
granaries were full and our warehouses were
full. As a result of the rigging of markets
and the cornering of supplies, one man had
sufficient for a million while another had not
sufficient to keep body and soul together.
In the midst of plenty, millions of people
were actually in want, if they were not
starving, Every member knows of families
who have been in dire distress and want,
yet in the midst of plenty. I admit I do
not know what the solution of the problem
is. I have listened attentively to exponents
of monetary reform, and to other sugges-
tions that have been advanced. The more
books I read on the subject, the more ¢on-
fused T become. One thing must appear
quite clear to every member who bhas given
any thought to it, and that is that the sys-
tem which permits of such conditions is
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fundamentally wrong and should be altered.
That is our job. We do not want
Mussolini or Hitler to tell us what reforms
to make, for that task is ours. There is a
tremendous stranglehold upon the com-
muanity in the shape of interest that has
accrued on loans we have made, loans that
we are in honour bound to repay. To such
an extent have we borrowed money that
it requires approximately 47 per eent. of
the income of the State for the funding
of our overseas indebtedness in the shape
of exchange and intercst on accumulated
loans, It will thus be seen that we have
reached almost the end of our tether,

I wish to refer to a matter that has heen
broached by previous speakers, namely,
that of females displacing males in the
employment market. Members inferred
that such a practice shonld be abolished.
I disagree with that view. My respect
for the women of the nation is tremendous.
I firmly believe in the old axiom that the
hand that roecks the eradle rules the world.
The two best friends I ever had were
wonmen. The higher the status of women
in the eommunity, the better is the home-
life and the higher will the efliciency of the
nation be.

Hon. C. G. Latham: You are right; the
better the nation would be.

Mr, STYANTS: As the father of two
girls, I view the sitnation with alarm.
These girls are just reaching womanheod.
I could not hear to think that amything
would be done to prevent them from utilis-
ing their ahilities to secure positions for
themselves. If the policy that has been
expounded by two or three members, that
women should not he allowed to pursue
their natural bent and obtain jobs for
themselves is followed, the effect will be
that women will be forced out of employ-
ment into matrimony and the moral status
of the women of the country will be
destroved.

Mr. Withers: Not so long as they are not
exploited to their disadvantage.

Mr. STYANTS: We have power to pre-
vent that.

Hon., . & Latham: Shall we use that
power?

Mr. STYANTS: I do not hold the view
that is advanced by many that if we give
equal pay for enual work for the sexes men
will he thrown ont of employment. That
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18 an old-fashioned idea, Women have
proved themselves the equal of men in-
tellectually in every walk of life, Physie-
#lly they arc handiecapped by Nature, for
they do not possess the power of endur-
anee or physieal strength of the male. In-
telleetually, however, they have proved
themselves wherever they have besn given
equal opportunities with men. To drive
women into matrimony, to say that we are
not guing to allow them to obtair employ-
ment hut, by cconomic eciveumstances,
foree them into marriage, will inerease tre-
mendously the overerowded lists in the
divoree court. If women ave compelled by
economie cireumstances to sell themselves
into matrinony in order that they mayv be
kept, they will he forced to a status very
little higher than their unfortunate sisters
who sell their bodies for a dollar a time.
That is what will happen if we follow ont
that poliecy to its logical coneclusion.
Women will have to sell their hodies to
gain a living. If it is intended that women
shall by economic eircumstances be foreed
into marriage so that they may be kept,
the effect will be to place them on a level
but little higher than that oecupied by
their unfortunate sisters who sell their
hodies at so much a time,

Mr, Withers: Yon cannot have mueh
respeet for women if you say that.

Mr. STYANTS: I have a great respect
for them, but I wish to prevent such con-
ditions from heing brought ahout.

Mr, Withers: You onght to have a better
vpinion of them than to say sueh a thing.

Mr. STYANTS: Women should be given
the right to work and to choose their form
of employment. It should not be said that
because a man wants a job, it has to be
given to him and the woman is to be com-
pelled to marry so that she may be kept.
Women ave just as much entitled to pet
jobs as arc males. I have no desire (o
speak in a derogatory manner of men, but
my personal experience is that the moral
standard of the eommunity is set by the
woman, A man will quickly adapt himself
to the toral standard of women. If we
destroy the moral standard of our women,
to that extent shall we destroy the home
life of the community, upon which rests the
seenrity and progress of the nation. T hope
that avenue will not be exploited.

[ASSEMBLY.)

Sinee I have been in the House I have
noticed a tendeney on the part of certain
members, perhaps facetiously, to make cheap
jibes at the people of Kalgoorlie, those T
represent in this Chamber, and the goldfields
generally. I was a little incensed at the
remarks of the member for East Perth {Mr.
Hughes) the other night when he made an
exaggerated statement concerning the num-
ber of starting-price betling shops in Han-
nan-street, Kalgoorlic. He said there were
15 such establishments, whercas as a matter
of fact there are no more than five. If the
hon. member travelled around his own elec-
torate he would find a greater number than
five starting-price betting shops. 1 do not
mind if the truth be told, but when one gets
a grain of faet and a bushel of imagination,
all levelled at the people one represents in
this Chamber, a natural fecling of resent-
ment must make itself apparent.

Mr, Hughes: Youn suggested that hospital
committees which run sweeps should be
watched.

Mr. STYANTS: T have no recollection of
making such a remark. When did I say
that?

Mr, SPEAKER: Order!

Mr, Hughes: T recollect that you said it.

Mr, STYANTS: I cannot remember it.
Kalgoorlic in relation to Western Australia
is something like Western Australia in its
relation to the Commonwealth. In the East-
ern States Western Australia does not ap-
pear to helong to Australia. Tt is not on
the map unless somcthing is required of it.
The people of Kalgoorlie are not on the map
unless we require to sell Western Australian
products to them. At sueh a time the elite
of the community is sent to Kalgoorlie to
hold a local products exhibition with a view
to securing the custom and trade of the
people. I could enumerate half-a-dozen in-
Justices which are perpetrated on the people
of Kalgoorlie. The only class of goods
whieh has shown a prefit to the Railway De-
partment during the past 12 months is the
foodstuffs which have gone into the home of
every man on the goldfields, The former rate
was remunerative, but nevertheless it was
raised, and the outback people paid the in-
creased rate. I repeat, the original rate was
raised nothwithstanding its profitable nature.
The goldfields people pay the highest rate
of tax of any people in Western Australia.
Rents are higher in Kalgoorlie than in any
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other parts of the State. In the opinion of
the Arbitration Court when fixing the basic
wage, £4 16s. 8d. provides exactly the same
for a Kalgoorlie resident as £4 2s. 4d. pro-
vides for a Perth resident. The goldficlds
allowance is abhout £38 per annum. When it
comes to paying finaneial emergency tax and
income tax, Kalgoorlie residents are charged
those taxes on the £38 allowance.

Hon. C. G. Latham: They pay on the
whole amount, not only on the £38.

Mr. STYANTS: That is often the ecase,
The getting of the £38 makes Kalgoorlie
people liable to income tax, and then they
have to pay on the total amount received;
whereas Perth people frequently escape tax-
ation.

It is true that in Kalgoorliec men have a
few drinks on Sunday. If Nature did not
intend a man to drink on Sunday, he would
not get thirsty on Sunday. Moreover, the
tlerk of the weather does nof always send
cool Sundays to Kalgoorlie. Ever since Kal-
goorlie has been Kalgoorlie, men there have
been allowed a certain degree of latitude as
regards getting a drink on Sunday. Secing
that there are no diversions in Kalgoorlie,
and having regard to the climate, I would
oppose the prevention of obtaining a drink
or Sunday. Kalgoorlie men follow the haz-
ardons occupation of mining. The climatic
conditions are bad in Kalgoorlie, There are
no sea beaches, river beaches and parks in
Kalgoorlie as there are in Perth.

Mr. Maon: No more are there in the
wheatbelt,

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! I ask the hon.
member for Beverley (Mr. Mann) to keep
order.

Mr STYANTS: In the wheatbelt on Sun-
days I have seen men come in truckloads to
get a drink.

Hon. €. G. Latham: Men get drink on
Sunday in the metropolitan area too.

Mr, STYANTS: Undoubtedly. In an
important seaside town I recently saw as
much Sunday drinking as one sees in Kal-
goortie; and certainly one does not see as
many drunken men in Kalgoorlie as one sees
in the metropolitan area. I know a coun-
try town in which a ecabaret was still
running at four o’clock on Sunday
morning. That would not be tolerated
in Kalgoorlie. The residents of that
city desecrate the Sabbath by playing foot-
ball on Sunday, but this is dne principally
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to the fact that thc men have to work on
Saturday afternoons. The shops are open
on Saturday afternoons. Sunday is regarded
as the day of reercation. Let me point ount
that algoorlic people are the most charit-
able people in this State. They subseribe
libevally for the relief of cases of distress.
Tn respect of enlistment Kalgoorlie had the
highest rate in the Commonwealth during
the war of 1914 to 1918, and it is making the
same achicvement this time. As regards war
savings certificates, Kalgoorlie people are
putting up the highest ratio in the State, as
the State is doing best in the Commoenwealth,
Therefore, while Kalgoorlie residents are
held ap to ridienle——
Mr. Mann: They are nnt.

Mz, S8TYANTS: There are msany sneecrs
and jeers thrown at Kalgoorlie.

My, Mann: You are highly sensitive.

Hon. C. G. Latham: And sensible too.

Mr. STYANTS: This sort of thing
spreads ahout to such an extent that tourists
after staying at Kalgoorlie for 24 hours are
prepared to designate it as the wickedest
city in the world. In point of fact the Kal-
goorlic people ave the most law-abiding
people in the world. Tt has been stated—
the inference is always there—that little
laxities exist in Kalgoorlie because a Labour
Government is in office and the goldfields re-
turn Labour members to the Legislative As-
sembly. I did not think that statement was
correct, and I asked in this Chamber a ques-
tion as to the numher of proacecutions in the
Kalgoorlie magisterial district for selling
liqguor outside licensed hours during the re-
gime of the Mitehell Government from 1930
to 1933. The veply was, ‘‘None.”” As re-
gards the following three years, 1933 to
1936, when a Labour Administration was
in office, I was informed that there were 18
prosecutions. That is a sure indieation
that no favouritism is shown to Kalgoorlie
in this respeet by a Labour Govern-
ment.  If anvthing, the leaning is in the
opposite direction, as compared with a
Nationalist Government. I have been greatly
distressed by the attitude of Opposition mem.
bers as disclosed hy the remarks they have
made on the closing of M¢Pherson’s Bolt
Factory at Bayswater. The sentiments they
voieed distressed me, beeause it appeared to
me thev thought that because some industry
was alleged not to be able to compete with
like industry in the Eastern States, we
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should agree to longer hours, lower
wages and c¢hild labonr. My candid
opinion is that any industry, whether

in Western Australia or anywhere else, that
does not provide a decent standard of wages
amd reasonable hours of lahour should be
closed down,

Ilon. C. G, Latham: Buat yon buy the
articles produced by such industries.

Mr. STYANTS: Even if certain things
are done in the Eastern States, we do not
want (hem done here. I trust that no in-
dustry will be fostered in Western Aus-
tralin unless it is able to provide decent
wages, decent conditions of Iabour, and
a  decent standard of working hours.
I endorse the opinions expressed by thosec
members who have referred to anonymous
attacks in newspapers upon members of
Parliament. Those who have spoken have
said practically all there is to say on the
subject and bave voiced my sentiments. I
believe that form of attack te be the most
cowardly coneeivable. It suggests sniping
from an ambush, I believe a law should be
enacted to deal with such people along the
lines adopited in connection with electoral
matters when a campaign is in progress.
Should a person desire to ecxpress his
opinion in a newspaper, he is required to
sign his name to the communiecation.

Mr. Marshall: Only a coward does that
sort of thing.

Mr, STYANTS: Yes, it is the most cow-
ardly form of attack. I eannot understand
why newspapers should publish such sneer-
ing references to Governments.

Hon. C. G, Latham: To some it appeals
as wit.

Mr. STYANTS: Yes, that may be so, but
why should they hold up tfo ridieule the
form of parliamentary government under
which the people live? I do not view the
matter personally, but merely from its ap-
plication to the parliamentary institution.
Qur form of government allows the Press
the freedom that would not be permitted in
& totalitarian country.

Mr. Cross: Only a certain type of news-
paper does that sort of thing and publishes
such rot.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. STYANTS: Should this continued
sniping at our form of parlinmentary gov-
ernment have the effect of underminmmg our

[ASSEMBLY.]

system of government generaily, the news-
papers will be the first to squeal and
suffer.

Mr. Marshall: And so will the anonymous
writers.

Mr. STYANTS: One other matter I wish
to refer to relates to transport. That ques-
tion has been mentioned particularly with
reference to the Claremont buses and the
system on the south side of the river, I
do not know much ahout those services, but
I am familiar with what obtains in the see-
tion of the metropolitan area where I lve.
People are left behind at peak periods be-
cause insufficient transport facilities are
available, As one who has worked in con-
nection with our railways for a quarter of
a century, I recognise that crowds are in-
evitable at peak periods. But while I re-
alise that fact, transport services should
not be permitted to be s0 erowded that
people cannot secure the necessary accom-
modation, Particularly do I refer to the
service to Reserve-street in Wembley. My
daughters have been left behind on more
than one oceasion when attempting to go
to work in the morning. They could not
board the trolley bus because it was already
over-crowded. If the Government is to
create a monopoly for itself—I am a great
advocate of Government-owned transport
services—then the onus is upon the State to
provide adequate facilities. If it cannot
do =0, then the only logical, fair and hon-
ourable course is to allow private enterprise
to undertake the task.

Mr. Sampson: That would be the sale
and proper thing.

Mr. STYANTS: Where we create a
monopoly for a Statc-owned transport ser-
vice, I contend that sufficient vehicles shounld
be provided to afford the public adequate
facilities. I would not disregard the re-
quirements of the public at peak periods
when, so to speak, all the people desire to
go to work or likewise to return from the
city at the one time. I was partieularly
struck by an interjection by the Premier
when one member was speaking about the
transport services, The Premier suggested
that if the people patronised the railways,
they would enjoy a good service. I am in-
clined to think he should have put the posi-
tion the other way round. If we provide
a good service, we will secure the patronage.
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Business people do not wait for trade to
come to them; they provide the accommoda-
tion or the product, and then go out after
the business. I have known instances in
conneetion with the railways where im-
proved transport facilities have been pro-
vided as an experiment. In a very short
time the people "have patronised the
service to such an extent that instead of a
single steam coach being utilised, three or
Tour conches have been added to the train.
That is a matter that should receive the
attention of the Government, particularly
in view of the petrol restrietions that will
he imposed in the near future and which
will possibly he intensified later on. I
was pleased to learn from the Minister for
Railways that alveady some consideration
has heen given to that problem.

In econelusion, I wish to say how par.
ticularly sorry T was to hear the aeri-
monions tone introduced into the Address-
in-reply debate by a member of the
National Party. Many vears have elapsed
siner sueh sentiments liave been expressed
as those that have passed between members
of the Opposition and these sitting on the
Governmment side of the HHouse, During
the five years T have been in the Chamber
T have felt that a spirit of ecomradeship
prevailed between those sitting in Opposi-
tion and those sitting behind the Govern-
ment, T had thonght that this vear, with
the war in progress, that spirit would have
heen more and more evident, that all pétty
differences wonld be set aside, all subjects
likely to invite acrimonions exchanges
would he dropped, and that all members
wonld pull together as one team in an en-
deavonr to ensure that no great differences
of opinion were allowed {o arize, and that
aur whole objeetive, in respeet to problems
affecting the war effort, would be to assist
the Commonwealth Government to further
the one great achievement we have in
view—the winning of the war. I thought
that feeling would operate to the full. I
trust there will he no repetition of what
has ocenrred recently. T have felt that
we have been one large family and eon-
tinual references to anything of this nature
can only serve to widen the breach instead
of healing it.

Question put and passed; the Address
adaopted.
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BILL--FREMANTLE GAS AND COEKE
COMPANY'S ACT AMENDMENT.

Leave to Introduce.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
H. Millington—AMt. Hawthorn) [917]: I
move—

That leave be given to introduce a Bill tor
an Act to amend Scctien 11 of the Fremantle
Gas and Coke Company’s Act, 1886-1938.

HON. W. D. JOHNSON (Guildford-Mid-
land} [9.18]: I move—
That the debate be adjourned.

Motion put and negalived.

Hon, W. D. JOHNSON: The reason I
moved that the debate be adjourned—

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. memn-
ber eannot discuss that matter.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I propose to
oppose the granting of leave to mtroduce
the Bill,

Mr., SPEATKER: The hon. member may
proceed.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: The reason I
wished to adjourn the consideration of the
motion is that I eonsidered the imeasure
woutld be wrongly introduced if permission
were granted. I do not propose to take
much of the time of the House, hut I desire
to draw attention to the fact that the
measure is essentially a private enaet-
ment. The Bill is associated with the ope-
rations of a Fremantle company that has
the right to distribute its commodity
and is in the nature of a  public
utility. That aectivities of such a kind
should he controlled by a private com-
pany is not general in  Australia.
In Perth we had a private company—I will
deal with it later, if necessary—and it be-
came necessary in the interests of the com-
munity, particularly the ratepayers, to pur-
chase the eompany’s undertaking, and a
fairly high price had to be paid. In Fre-
mantle the private comvany is still operating.
Some little time ago the Government gave the
company an extended area, thus inereasing
the value of the nsset. When the Fremantle
neople desire to aenuire the undertaking, as
they must wltimately do if public opinion in
the port is in aceord with the general senti-
ment on public policy in Australia, then they
will have to pav a greater priee hoeanse the
inereased arvea that has heen granted has
materially enhanced the value of the nsset.
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That was done by Parliament. It is quite
wrong for members to be ealled upon to take
the responsibility for an sction of that kind.
‘We are elected on the people's franchise. We
have a bigger responsibility than have the
ratepayers who should deal with this ques-
tion. It is wrong for the ratepayers to scek
to transfer the responsibility for inereasing
the value of the assct and strengthening the
grip of & private company. It is wrong for
them to place that responsibility upen our
shoulders, so that posterity will blame us
when the undertaking ix to be purchased.
Mr. SPEAKER: The hon, member is re-
flecting on o vote of this House. .
Hon. W. ). JOHNSON: 1 am seeking——
Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. member
must not reflect on & vote of the House.

Hon. W. D, JOENSON: I definitely assert
that the Bill should be a private Bill. T wilt
prove that. There is no doubt ahout it.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. member
eannot disenss that point now.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: T have no wish
to. You alone raised the point. The position
is that the Fremantle Municipal Couneil
should be ealled upon to say whether if is in
the interests of the people of Fremantle for
them to have what thiz Bill gnite clearly
proposes. The title of the Bill makes it
clear that the company is to obtain the right
from Parliament under a public Bill to -
erease its capital.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. member
is mot in order in anticipating what is
contained in the Bill.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I say that ordin-
Ary ¢OmuNOn sense——

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber cannot anticipate what is in the Bill. He
is out of order in doing so.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I ahide by your
ruling, Mr. Speaker; but if you read the title
of the Bill, you will see that the Bill deals
with o speecific scetion of the prineipal Aet.
It states the section that is to be dealt with.
The section of the principal Act dealt with
by this Bill and specially mentioned is the
one giving the company aunthority to raise
eapital.

My, SPEAKER: The hon. member is not
in order in disenssing the Bill, He iz antici-
pating.

Hon. W. D. TOHNSON: I do not want ta.

Mr. SPEAKER: Very well.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON. All I am doing
is to point out that the loeal governing body
should wot transfer to this House the re-
sponsibility for ineveasing the value of the
compuny’s asset. There will be trouble over
this matter ultimately. Our Standing Orders
and Parliamentary praetice proteet Parlia-
ment against matters of this nature by pro-
viding that private companies must arrange
for the introduction of private Bills. By
adopting the present method the Government
is aceepting responsihility for inereasing the
value of an asset and for strengthening
private eompany’s grip apon a publie utility.
That is what the Labour Government Ss
doing.

My. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. member
cannot eontinue in that strain. He does not
know what is contained in the Bill. Tle is
anticipating.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSOX : I am soying that
the title makes quite clear what the objeet
of the Bill is. The title of the Bill discloses
that I, as a Labonr man, am to be forced to
doal with a matter which Parliamentary prac-
tice says definitely Parliament should not be
ealled wpon to deal with.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member is not
in order in doing so at this stage.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: Do not you
realise, Sir, that if I allow the Bill to be in-
trodueed, I shall be failing in my duty?

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! 1 cannot allow
the hon. member to eontinue in that way. He
cannot diseuss the proposed Bill.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I am discussing
the proposal to give a private company priv-
ileges which it should only get under Parlia-
mentary practice and under our Standing
Orders, by means of a private Bill,

Mr, SPEAKER: I am pointing out that
the hon. member is not in order in doing so
now.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I abide by your
decision, Sir; but I want to make it quite
clear that T am allowing this Bill to he in-
troduced because of your ruling. I reserve
the right to raise my objection at another
stage, although it is wrong that I should
be forced to do so at the second reading
stage. .

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
flection on the Chair.

That is & ve
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Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: Surely I ean
veason it out, Sir. If I agree to the intro-
duetion of the Bill, surely to goodness I am
stultifying myself.

Mr. SPEAEKER: Order! There is no
necessity for the hon. member to agree to
its heing introduced. He must not diseuss
the Bill.

Hon. W, D. JOHNSON: 1 say the Bill
should not be introduced. That is my point.
It should not be a public Bill, This is not
a matter which the Government should
handle. All the Fremantle interests should
be called before o committee under the pro-
visions of the Aet dealing with private Bills,
and the Fremantle people alone should ac-
cept the responsibility of penalising poster-
ity with regard to this matter,

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
her does not know they will be penalised. I
ask the hon. member %o deal with the motion,
which is that leave be given to introduce this
Bill.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: That is what I
am opposing. I do not want the Bill to be
introduced. It is wrong for it to be intro-
duced; and because T frel it is wrong I want
to try to put the matter right. In conclu-
sion, T appeal to the House—although I do
not want to attempt in any way to defy the
Chair—t{o realise thaot a wrong is being done
and that the Labour Government is doing
something it should not be called upon to do.
The Government is asking me to vote on a
question respecting which I should not be
called npon to vote. The thing is wrong in
prineiple, it is against our Standing Orders
and the motion should not be agreed fo.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon. H.
Millington—Mt. Hawthorn—in
[9.28]: In cases like this we consult legal
authorities. The Crown Law Department,
in a Jengthy ruling on this question, says,
“‘The Speaker of the Assembly or the
President of the Council—*’

Mr, SPEAKER: Order! The Minister
may not deal with that matter now, either.
All he ean disecuss is whether leave shall
be given to introduce the Bill at this stage.

The MINISTER FO'*® WORKS: That
suits me. I am not anxious to speak.

Question put and passed.
Bill intraduced and vead a first time,

reply)*

BILLS (12)—FIRST READING.

1, State Transport Co-ordination Aect
Amendment.

2, City of Perth (Rating Appeals),

Introduced by the Minister for Works.
3, Licensed Surveyors Act Amendment.
4, Reserves (Government Domain).

5, Metropolitan Market Trust (Land Re-
vestment),

Introduced by the Minister for Lands.
§, Civil Defence (Emergency Powers).
7, Mine Workers’ Relief (War Service).
8, Petroleum Aet Amendment.

9, Mine Workers’ Relief (Payments
Authorisation). )

10, Inspection of Machinery Act Amend-
ment {(No. 1),

11, Coal Mines Regulation Aet Amend-
ment.

Introduced by Minister for Mines.
12, Electoral Aet Amendment.
Introduced by the Minister for Justice.

House adjourned at 9.37 p.m.



